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I t  was Providence which led me to the Massachuset ts  
St a t e  L i b r a r y  in Boston on the a f t e r noon  of  November 17,  
1970.  I had t r a v e l l e d  two thousand mi les in search of  non­
e x i s t e n t  copies of  the Boston Gu a r d i a n , a black weekly once 
e d i t e d  by Wi l l i a m Monroe T r o t t e r .  Despi te  my e f f o r t  I was 
i nformed t h a t  i t s  holdi ngs had my s t e r i o us l y  di sappeared ten 
years be f or e .  However,  in a gest ure  of  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the  
d i s t a n c e  t h a t  I had t r a v e l l e d  I was suppl i ed wi t h  a copy of  
Stephen Fox's The Guardian of  Boston:  Wi l l i a m Monroe
T r o t t e r  (Atheneum Press ,  1 970 ) .  Whi le z ea l ou s l y  devour ing  
i t s  pages I came upon a r e f e r e n c e  to a race j o u r n a l  c a l l e d  
The Appeal  e d i t e d  by John Q. Adams of  Sa i n t  Pau l ,  Minnesota .
I mmedi ate l y  upon r e t u r n i n g  to Sa i n t  Pau l ,  my home,
I i n q u i r e d  a t  the Minnesota H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty  of  such a 
j ou r n a l  and found a r e l a t i v e l y  complete holding of  The 
Appeal  f o r  t h i r t y - s e v e n  y e a r s .  Fu r t h e r  i n q u i r y  r evea l ed  two 
o t h e r  works which d e a l t  t a n g e n t i a  1ly  wi t h  The Appeal  and 
i t s  e d i t o r :  Ear l  Spang l e r ' s  The Negro in Minnesota
( Mi n nea po l i s :  Denison & Company, 1961)  and Daniel  M i k e l ' s
"A H i s t o r y  of  Negro Newspapers in Minnesota 1 8 76 - 1 9 6 3 , "  an 
unpubl i shed Ma st e r ' s  t h e s i s .  N e i t h e r  o f  these works d e a l t  
a p p r e c i a b l y  wi t h  Adams' r o l e  in the vanguard of  black
i i i
a c t i v i s m l o c a l l y  or  n a t i o n a l l y .  Thus wi t h  the encouragement  
and guidance o f  Dr .  Har l  Da l s t r om,  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Nebraska  
a t  Omaha, I began t h i s  l i m i t e d  b i o g r a p h i c a l  sketch of  John 
Qui ncy Adams.
The i n t e n t  of  t h i s  paper i s  to expl ore  the m u l t i ­
dimensional  c h a r a c t e r  of  John Adams. I have endeavored to 
r e f l e c t  upon Adams, the man, the e d i t o r ,  and the black  
a c t i v i s t .  I have also endeavored to place John Adams in 
p e r s p e c t i v e  w i t h  his contemporar i es so t h a t  the s t rengt hs  
and weaknesses of  t h i s  unique i n d i v i d u a l  may be a p p r e c i a t e d .
I have purposely  excluded a d i scussi on of  Adams' p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  because i t  mer i t s  g r e a t e r  emphasis than can be 
given in t h i s  paper .
Contemporary accounts o f  black a c t i v i s m in the l a t t e r  
n i n e t e e n t h  cent ury  and e a r l y  t we n t i e t h  century  seldom i f  
ever  i nc l ude  the upper Midwest  nor extend research f u r t h e r  
than Chicago or St .  Loui s .  Yet  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
and vocal  community e x i s t e d  in S a i n t  Paul a t  the turn of  
the cent ur y .  In f a c t ,  S a i n t  Paul was o f t e n  v i s i t e d  by 
blacks of  n a t i o n a l  renown and provi ded funds f o r  the t e s t i n g  
of  c l ass l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  a l so produced men whose t a l e n t s  
supported the bl ack p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n  in i t s  dar kest  hours.
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  any group of  men which produces a n a t i o n a l l y  
r ecogni zed newspaper p u b l i s h e r ,  a s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r ,  a 
m i n i s t e r  to L i b e r i a ,  members and o f f i c e r s  o f  the A f r o -  
American League,  Af ro-Amer i can Co un c i l ,  and the Niagara
Movement,  a f u t u r e  o f f i c e r  of  the NAACP, and a host  of  
out st and i ng lawyers deserves r e c o g n i t i o n .  Fear i ng t h a t  
these e a r l y  midwest  pioneers of  the p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n  might  
be l o s t  to p o s t e r i t y  and hoping t h a t  f u t u r e  r esear cher s  
might  car r y  my research f u r t h e r  I submi t  t h i s  t h e s i s .  Of  
n e c e s s i t y  I have been i n d u l g e n t l y  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e .  Any 
e r r o r s  in f a c t  are those of  a c c i d e n t  and not  o f  i n t e n t ;  so 
too are mistakes in judgment  or i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .
I would l i k e  to extend my a p p r e c i a t i o n  to the s t a f f  
of  the Minnesota H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e t y  and e s p e c i a l l y  to Keeno 
A l v e r a z ,  head of  the newspaper room w i t h o u t  whose ass i s t a nce  
t h i s  paper would have never  been completed.  More i m p o r t a n t l y  
I extend thanks to the black c i t i z e n s  of  S a i n t  Paul whose 
t i me ,  h e l p ,  enthusiasm and concern f o r  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  was an 
i n s p i r a t i o n  to me. I owe spe c i a l  thanks to Harold Mui r  of  
Omaha who l a b o r i o u s l y  pr oof read the manuscr i p t ,  o f f e r e d  
a dv i c e ,  and on occasion b o l s t e r e d  my f l a g g i n g  s p i r i t .
L a s t l y ,  I owe a spec i a l  debt  of  g r a t i t u d e  to my parents  
who upon reading the manuscr i pt  suggested t h a t  i f  i t  was 
not  a best  s e l l e r ,  i t  was ne v er t he l e ss  easy to read.
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CHAPTER I
The F i r s t  Coming
On August  6,  1886 John Quincy Adams stepped from the  
t r a i n  on to the r a i l w a y  p l a t f o r m  a t  S a i n t  Paul ,  Minnesota.  
The j ourney  from L o u i s v i l l e ,  Kentucky had been long and 
e xhaust i ng .  Behind him l a i d  years of  p o l i t i c a l  f r u s t r a t i o n  
in the he a r t l a n d  of  the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  South;  ahead an 
o s t e n s i b l y  temporary p o s i t i o n  wi t h  The Western A p p e a l , Sa i n t  
Pa u l ' s  f l e d g l i n g  black newspaper.  A n t i c i p a t i n g  Adams'  
a r r i v a l  was James Kidd H i l y a r d ,  a prominent  l oca l  Negro 
businessman.  I t  was H i l y a r d ' s  personal  i n v i t a t i o n  coupled  
wi t h  r e v e r s a l s  in Adams' p o l i t i c a l  f or t unes  t h a t  l ed him a t  
the age of  t h i r t y - e i g h t  to s e t t l e  in S a i n t  Paul .^
The Western A p p e a l , beset  wi t h  severe f i n a n c i a l  and 
manager ial  problems,  was l i mpi ng i n t o  i t s  second y ear  of  
e x i s t e n c e .  Es t a b l i s h ed  on the premise of  r a c i a l  u p l i f t  
r a t h e r  than the p r o f i t  mot i ve ,  only the most determined e f ­
f o r t  of  i t s  s t a f f  and community had kept  i t  f rom compl et e l y  
f l o u n d e r i n g  the f i r s t  y e a r .  The Western Appeal  l acked the 
e d i t o r i a l  aggressiveness c r u c i a l  in b u i l d i n g  a l a r ge  c i r c u ­
l a t i o n .  Moreover ,  i t s  i n i t i a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  p o l i t i c a l
H h e  A p p e a l , September 24,  1910.
2independence depr i ved i t  of  st rong p a r t i s a n  subs i d i es  so
i mpor t ant  to the e x i s t e n c e  and the development  of  nor t her n
?
black newspapers.  As The Western A p p e a l 's news cor r espon­
dent  in L o u i s v i l l e  f o r  the past  y e a r ,  Adams was aware o f  
the paper ' s  d i f f i c u l t y .  He h i ms e l f  had been the p r o p r i e t o r  
and b r i l l i a n t  e d i t o r  of  the successful  but  s h o r t - l i v e d  
( L o u i s v i l l e )  Bui 1e t i  n . In t h i s  endeavor  Adams had acqu i r ed  
a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  bold e d i t o r i a l s  and a unique f l a i r  in  
j o u r n a l i s m ,  q u a l i t i e s  which undoubtedly i n f l u e n c e d  James 
H i l y a r d  to i n v i t e  him to s e t t l e  in Sa i n t  Paul .  Seeing no 
immediate f u t u r e  in the South,  John Adams accepted the 
i n v i t a t i o n .  On August  14,  1886 he was f o r m a l l y  made an
3
a s s oc i a t e  of  the Appeal  Pub l i sh i ng  Company.
John Quincy Adams was one of  f o u r  s u r v i v i n g  o f f s p r i n g
of  the Reverend Henry Adams, the wel l -known and r evered
m i n i s t e r  of  the F i f t h  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,
4and Margaret  P r i s c i l l a  Corbin of  C h i l l i c o t h e ,  Ohio.  Henry 
Adams was born in F r a n k l i n  County,  Georgia on December 17,  
1802.  His f a t h e r ,  John Adams, a n a t i v e  of  I r e l a n d ,  was
2
I b i d . ; Emma Lou Thornbrough,  "American Negro News­
papers 1880-1914"  Business H i s t o r y  Review,  Vol .  40 ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  
p. 472.
^The Appeal  , September 24,  1910; A l i x  J.  M u l l e r ,  
Hi s t o r y  of  the Po l i c e  and F i r e  Departments of  the Twin C i t i e s  
( M i n n e a p o l i s - S a i n t  Paul :  American Land and T i t l e  R e g i s t e r
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 8 9 9 ) ,  p. 153.
4
The Appeal  , October  28,  1899;  Personal  I n t e r v i e w  
wi t h  Mrs.  I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs,  s u r v i v i n g  daughter  o f  John Q. 
Adams, of  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  Mi nnesot a ,  taken a t  her  home,
December 18,  1970.
3brought  to America as a c h i l d  and reared among Quakers.
L i t t l e  is known about  John Adams' w i f e  except  the f a c t  t h a t
5
she was o f  mixed bl ood,  Spanish,  I nd i an  and Negro.  At  an 
e a r l y  age Henry Adams was sa i d  to have demonstrated an 
" e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s p r i g h t l i n e s s  of  mind. "  He was conver t ed ,  
ba pt i z e d  and l i c e n s e d  to preach the B a p t i s t  f a i t h  at  the age 
of  e i g h t e e n .  In 1825 Henry Adams was orda i ned i n t o  the  
B a p t i s t  m i n i s t r y  and s e t t l e d  in North Ca r o l i na  where he held  
the p a s t o r a t e  of  a wh i t e  church.  L a t e r  wi t h  l e t t e r s  of  
recommendation from many s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  and o t h e r  pr omi ­
nent  North C a r o l i n i a n s ,  Henry Adams mi gr a t ed  to L o u i s v i l l e  
in 1826,  where he was i n s t a l l e d  as pa s t or  of  the F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church.  I n i t i a l l y  m i n i s t e r i n g  to both the whi t e  
and black branches of  t h a t  c on gr e ga t i on ,  upon his own 
request  in 1829,  he was appoi nted as pa s t or  e x c l u s i v e l y  of  
the black congr e ga t i on .  In A p r i l  of  1842 the black congre­
ga t i on  of  the F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church was c o n s t i t u t e d  as a 
separ a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  475 members. I t  became an i ndepen­
dent  r e l i g i o u s  body in 1846 under the name of  Green S t r e e t  
Church,  l a t e r  changed to the F i f t h  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church.**
This congregat i on was the f i r s t  col ored B a p t i s t  church in
5
J.  H. Spencer ,  A H i s t o r y  of  Kentucky Ba p t i s t s  
Vo l .  I I  ( C i n c i n n a t i :  J . H. Spencer , 1886)  , p . 657 ; I rTterv iew,
I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs;  The Appeal  , February 1 , 1902.
^Spencer ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  Kentucky B a p t i s t s , p. 657.  
According to an account  r e p r i n t e d  in The Appea1 , February 1,  
1902,  Henry was conver ted a t  the age of  t e n ,  began to preach 
a t  s i x t e e n  and was orda i ned a t  twenty .
4L o u i s v i l l e  and the second such body in the s t a t e  of  
Kent ucky . ^
The Reverend Henry Adams remained pas t or  o f  the F i f t h  
S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  years u n t i l  his death 
on November 3,  1872.  Of the t hings remembered about  his  
pa s t o r a t e  was his devot i on to his black congregat i on and his  
concern f o r  t h e i r  u p l i f t  and e duc a t i on .  I t  is unknown 
whether  Henry Adams had any formal  educa t i on .  A v a i l a b l e  
sources i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was a man of  i n t ense  i n t e l l e c t ,  
steeped in b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  and a master  of  sever a l  dead 
l anguages.  P r i o r  to the C i v i l  War,  his i n t ense  des i r e  f o r  
the be t t e r me n t  of  bl ack people l ed him to e s t a b l i s h  a school  
on his p r o p e r t y  ded i ca t ed  to the i n s t r u c t i o n  of  col ored  
c h i l d r e n .  I t  was then unlawful  to educate a s l ave  in  
Kentucky,  y e t  the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  adopted a spec i a l  ac t  
p e r m i t t i n g  Adams, a f r e e  man of  c o l o r ,  to i n s t r u c t  o t h e r  f r e e
o
blacks and those s l aves whose masters consented.  Adams,  
his w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  o f t e n  served as i n s t r u c t o r s  in t h i s  
school .  A f t e r  the C i v i l  War Adams l obbi ed f o r  the e s t a b l i s h ­
ment of  a s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  the i n s t r u c t i o n  
of  black c h i l d r e n .  His e f f o r t s  culminated in the e s t a b l i s h ­
ment of  the S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  L o u i s v i l l e  and Echste i n
^Spencer ,  A H i s t o r y  of  Kentucky B a p t i s t s , p. 65 7 - 658 ;  
I n t e r v i e w ,  I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs;  The A p p e a l , February 1,  1902.
^The Appeal  , February 1 , 1902.
g
Norton U n i v e r s i t y  a t  Cain Spr i ng ,  Kentucky.
The r es pe c t  and esteem in which the Reverend Henry 
Adams was held by both the bl ack and whi t e  communi t ies is  
r e f l e c t e d  in the p r i v i l e g e s  accorded him. He was o f t e n  
sought  out  to preach in the whi t e  churches of  the c i t y  and 
was e n t e r t a i n e d  in the b e t t e r  homes. Moreover ,  Adams was 
the r e c i p i e n t  of  a s p e c i a l  pass which a l l owed him as a f r e e  
man of  c o l o r  to r i d e  the s t r e e t c a r s  of  L o u i s v i l l e . ^
Henry and Margar et  Corbin Adams were mar r i ed in 
C h i l l i c o t h e ,  Ohio in 1844.  Mrs.  Adams was a mi x t ur e  of  
French,  I nd i an  and Negro blood.  Al though ten c h i l d r e n  were 
born of  t h i s  union,  f i v e  per i shed in i n f ancy  and e a r l y  
chi l dhood.  A son,  Joseph,  died a t  the age of  e i ght een  
t hereby l e a v i ng  only  Susan,  John,  Mary and Cyrus a l i v e  a t  
m a t u r i t y .  John Quincy Adams was born on May 4,  1848 and 
was r ear ed in one of  the f i n e s t  C h r i s t i a n  homes in L o u i s v i l l e .  
He rece i ved his e a r l y  i n s t r u c t i o n  from his f a t h e r , a s tern  
d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ,  who b e l i e v e d  in the r e v e l a t i o n s  of  the 
Bi b l e  and t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  a p p l i c a t i o n .  At  an e a r l y  age 
John Adams was i n s t r u c t e d  in the a r t  of  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  and 
s t ea d f as t ne ss  i n , p a t h s  of  t r u t h . ^  He r ece i ved  his elemen­
t a r y  and secondary educat i on in p r i v a t e  schools a t  Fond du
9
I b i d . ; i n t e r v i e w ,  I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs.
^ The Appeal  , February 1 , 1902.
^ Ib i d . ,  October  28,  1899 ; September 16,  1922;  I n t e r ­
v i ew,  I d i n a  CAdams) Gibbs.
6Lac,  Wisconsin and Yel low Spr i ngs ,  Ohi o,  l a t e r  gr aduat i ng
from O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e .  Upon gr aduat i on he r e t u r ned  to
L o u i s v i l l e  where he ent ered p u b l i c  l i f e  by teachi ng in his
1 2f a t h e r ' s  school  and then in o t h e r  par t s  of  the s t a t e .
Whereas the Reverend Henry Adams was acclaimed f o r  
his s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  his son demonstrated a t  an e a r l y  age a 
p r e f e r enc e  f o r  p o l i t i c s .  John Adams was an av i d Republ i can.  
So complete was his devot i on to the pa r t y  of  emancipat ion  
t h a t  i t  became one of  the d r i v i n g  f or ces  of  his l i f e  and 
consequent l y  the source of  f u t u r e  c r i t i c i s m  l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  
him. He was o f t e n  quoted as say i ng ,  "The Republ ican pa r t y  
i s  the sh i p .  A l l  e l s e  is sea , "  a phrase o r i g i n a l l y  
a t t r i b u t e d  to F r e d e r i c k  Douglass.  Too young to be an a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a n t  in the C i v i l  War,  Adams had reached his m a j o r i t y  
by the r e c o n s t r u e t i o n  y e a r s .  In 1870 he l e f t  his f a m i l y  
and comf or t ab l e  home in L o u i s v i l l e  to seek his p o l i t i c a l  
f o r t u n e  in Arkansas.
John Adams began his p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  as a t e ac he r  
in L i t t l e  Rock,  progress i ng in s hor t  t ime to the p o s i t i o n  
of  A s s i s t a n t  Super i n t e nd e nt  of  Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  the  
St a t e  of  Arkansas.  This appoi ntment  was undoubtedly owed 
to the i n f l u e n c e  of  his unc l e ,  Joseph C. Cor b i n ,  then
^The Appeal  , September 1 6 , 1922 ; February 1 , 1902.
7
1 3Super i n t endent  of  Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  Adams became even 
more enmeshed in s t a t e  p o l i t i c s  in  the f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  
serv i ng  t wi ce as s e c r e t a r y  to the Republ ican s t a t e  conven­
t i o n s .  In the p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign of  1872 Adams, appear i ng
on the same t i c k e t  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  Gr ant ,  was e l e c t e d  as a
1 4J u s t i c e  of  the Peace.  Before the Democrat ic resurgence
of  1876 f orced his r e t i r e m e n t  and r e t u r n  to L o u i s v i l l e ,  he
served s ucc e s s i v e l y  as Engrossing Cl er k  of  the S t a t e  Senate ,
1 5and Deputy Commissioner of  Publ i c  Works.
Al though e x pe r i e nc i ng  a temporary setback in p o l i t i c s ,  
Adams' p o l i t i c a l  acumen was not  to be deni ed.  Ret urni ng to 
L o u i s v i l l e  he ent ered the p u b l i c  school  system where he 
t aught  f o r  severa l  y e a r s .  Dur ing t h i s  per i od he rose w i t h i n  
the i nner  counc i l s  of  the l oca l  Republ ican p a r t y ,  e v e n t u a l l y  
ser v i ng  on both the c i t y  and s t a t e  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tees.
In 1880 his ea r n e s t  p a r t i s a n  zeal  won him the coveted  
p o s i t i o n  of  a l t e r n a t e  de l ega t e  to the Republ ican Na t i ona l  
Convent ion.  Under the G a r f i e l d - A r t h u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Adams 
was rewarded wi t h  an appoi ntment  in the Uni t ed St a t es  
Revenue Ser v i ce  as Granger  and St or ekeeper  in the F i f t h
i"""1
 ^^The Appeal  , September 16,  1922;  M u l l e r ,  Hi s to ry 
of  the Po l i ce  and F i r e  Depar t me nt s , p. 153;  I .  Gar land Penn,  
The Af r o - Amer i can  Press ( S p r i n g f i e l d  Massachuset ts:  W i l l e y
& Company , 1891 ) ,  p~! 237.  ,
14 M u l l e r ,  H i s t o r y  o f  the Po l i ce  and F i r e  Depar t ment s , 
p. 153;  Penn,  The Af ro - Amer i can P r e s s , p. 237.
1 6M u l l e r ,  H i s t o r y  o f  the Po l i ce  and F i r e  Depar t me nt s ,
p. 153.
Kentucky D i s t r i c t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w i t h  the e l e c t i o n  of
Grover  Cl eve l and to the Pres i dency in 1884,  Adams' second
1 6p o l i t i c a l  ascent  came to an abrupt  end.
Al though his p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  ended pr emat ur e l y  in  
1885,  the most s i g n i f i c a n t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  in Adams' l i f e  
occurred a few years e a r l i e r .  Pool ing t h e i r  resources  
John Adams and his b r o t h e r ,  Cyrus F i e l d  Adams, began the 
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the L o u i s v i l l e  B u l l e t i n  in 1879.  I t  was 
"a weekly newspaper devoted to the i n t e r e s t  of  the A f r o -  
American race" and in a shor t  t ime was recogni zed as a 
l e a d e r  among j o u r n a l s  of  i t s  c l a s s . ^  The B u l l e t i n  ran f o r  
seven successful  years and Adams employed i t  to good advan­
tage in b o l s t e r i n g  his p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  His c r e a t i v i t y  and 
vigorous e d i t o r i a l s  were we l l  known in L o u i s v i l l e .  At  his  
behest  in 1880 the f i r s t  Af ro - Amer i can Press A s s o c i a t i o n  
assembled in t h a t  c i t y  and John Adams was e l e c t e d  as i t s  
i n i t i a l  p r e s i d e n t .  He served in t h a t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  two years
The exac t  reasons f o r  the d e c l i n e  of  The Bui 1e t i  n 
are unknown but  were perhaps t i e d  wi t h  Adams' waning 
p o l i t i c a l  f o r t u n e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  Cyrus Adams depar ted f o r  
an extended t our  of  Europe in 1884,  l e a v i n g  John Adams as
M u l l e r ,  H i s t o r y  of  the P o l i c e  and F i r e  Departments  
p. 153;  Penn,  The Af ro - Amer i can P r e s s , p. 237.
 ^^The Appea1 , March 19,  1898.
1 8M u l l e r ,  H i s t o r y  of  the P o l i c e  and F i r e  Departments
p. 153;  The Appeal  , February 9 ,  1901;  Penn,  The A f r o -
Ameri can Press , p.  238.
9sole  manager of  the newspaper.  Adams cont i nued p u b l i s h i n g
The B u l l e t i n  u n t i l  1886 whereupon he sold his i n t e r e s t  to
1 9The American B a p t i s t . In the summer of  1886 Adams 
accepted H i l y a r d ' s  i n v i t a t i o n  to come to S a i n t  Paul .
1 9The A p p e a l , September 16 , 1922;  M u l l e r ,  Hi s-tory 
of  the Po l i c e  and F i r e  Depar t ment s , p. 153;  Penn,  The A f r o -  
Ameri  can Press , p.  237.
CHAPTER I I
The Making o f  an Empire
THE WESTERN APPEAL - Publ i shed in the c i t y  of  S a i n t
Pau l ,  Minnesota w i l l  be issued in the i n t e r e s t  of
the Negro r a c e ,  and i t  is the purpose of  the manage­
ment to make i t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  paper  in every  
p a r t i c u l a r .  We w i l l  deal  wi t h  a l l  quest ions of
i n t e r e s t  to the race p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l .  I t s
columns w i l l  not  be open to the d i scuss i on of  p e r ­
sonal  gr i evances o f  a p r i v a t e  n a t u r e ,  but  w i l l  
c ont a i n  correspondance each week from l ead i ng  c i t i e s  -j 
of  the cou nt r y .  Encourage us,  and take the "Appeal . "
The Western Appeal  made i t s  debut  on F r i d a y ,  June 5,  
1885.  In the months p r i o r  to i t s  i ssue Samuel E. Hardy and 
John T.  B u r g e t t ,  co- f ounders  and p a r t  owners of  the e n t e r ­
p r i s e ,  by pool i ng t h e i r  resources and s o l i c i t i n g  s u b s c r i p t i o n s
among f r i e n d s ,  managed to r a i s e  a few hundred d o l l a r s  f o r
2
type and a c c e s s o r i e s .  Secur ing a room in the Lambert  Block 
b u i l d i n g  a t  Th i r d  and Cedar s t r e e t s ,  S a i n t  Pau l ,  they  
engaged F. D. P a r k e r ,  who had r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  from Washington 
D . C . ,  as e d i t o r .  Devoid of  the ceremonies which u s u a l l y  
accompany such occasions but  wi t h  the wel l  wishes of  the
^The Western A p p e a l , June 13,  1885.
2
I t  should be noted t h a t  T.  H. Lyles and J.  K. H i l y a r d ,  
both l o c a l  bl ack businessmen prov i ded cons i de r ab l e  moral  
and f i n a n c i a l  backing f o r  The Wes t e rn  A p p e a l . Wi t hout  
t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  the paper  might  have been s t i l l b o r n .  I t  
is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  T.  H. Lyles was p e r s o n a l l y  worth about  one 
hundred thousand d o l l a r s  most of  which was made in r ea l  
e s t a t e  s p e c u l a t i o n .
11
community and Mayor Edmund F. R i ce ,  S a i n t  Pa u l ' s  f i r s t
3
successful  b l ack  newspaper was born.
The Western Appeal  germinated in f e r t i l e  s o i l .  The
Af ro- Amer i can community of  S a i n t  Paul - Mi nneapol i s  was a
h i g h l y  l i t e r a t e ,  cohes i ve ,  and s t a b l e  community.  Above a l l
i t  was a prosperous community wi t h  many black p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,
businessmen,  and o t her s  working p r i n c i p a l l y  in s e r v i c e -
r e l a t e d  t r a d e s .  For the most p a r t  i t s  c i t i z e n s  could a f f o r d
4
to purchase and read the paper .  Moreover ,  i s o l a t e d  on the  
upper M i s s i s s i p p i  out  of  the mainst ream o f  American l i f e ,  
the black community d i s p l a y e d  an av i d  i n t e r e s t  in the a f f a i r s  
of  the n a t i o n .  The Af ro - Amer i can community o f  the Twin 
C i t i e s ,  whose number by 1885 had i ncr eased to appr ox i mat e l y  
1400 sou l s ,  had need of  a v e h i c l e  f o r  the d i ss e mi na t i on  of  
community news and p r o t e s t .  The Western Appeal  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  to f u l f i l l  a need long ignored by the whi te
3
There were sever a l  known a t tempt s  to launch a black  
newspaper in S a i n t  Paul which predat ed the founding of  The 
Wes t e r n  Appea1 . According to the S a i n t  Paul D a i l y  Di spatch  
of  September 23,  1876,  a b lack  newspaper c a l l e d  the Wes t ern  
Appeal  (not  to be confused wi t h  the e n t e r p r i s e  of  1885)  
appeared about  t h a t  t i me .  I t s  e d i t o r s  and dates o f  p u b l i ­
c a t i o n  are unknown. Again in the Mi nneapol i s  Tr i bune of  
February 11,  1880 ment ion is made of  a co l ored newspaper by 
the name of  the S a i n t  Paul Rev i ew. I t  appears to have been 
e q u a l l y  as ephemeral  as i t s  predecessor .  ( Ea r l  Spangl er ,
The Negro in Minnesota Mi n ne a p o l i s :  T.  S. Denison & Company,
1961 , p.  6 0 - 6 1 .  ) In an a r t i c l e  p r i n t e d  in the New York 
G1obe November 24,  1883,  i n t ended to i nf orm Af ro-Amer i cans of  
the east  coast  about  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Sa i n t  Pau l ,  E, P, Wade 
was c r e d i t e d  wi t h  the e d i t o r s h i p  of  the Nor thwest  Review.
4
Spang l e r ,  The Negro in Mi n n e s o t a , pp. 6 8 - 74 .
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5press .
The founding o f  The Western Appeal  was i n d i c a t i v e  o f  
a n a t i o n a l  resurgence of  b l ack  j o u r n a l i s m  in the post  
Reconst r uc t i on  p e r i o d .  Such newspapers were concei ved as 
t oo l s  f o r  the advancement o f  l i t e r a c y ,  the express ion of  
g r i e v a n c e s ,  and general  r a c i a l  u p l i f t .  They r e f l e c t e d  a 
d e s i r e  of  the Af ro - Amer i can to pl ace his case bef ore  the  
na t i on  in an a t t empt  to o b t a i n  l e ga l  redress through p r o t e s t .  
In general  these week l i e s  appealed to the conscience of  
we l l - meani ng  whi t es  and a t tempt ed to i n s p i r e  the more u n f o r ­
t unat e  and oppressed of  the race to b e t t e r  themselves  
s o c i a l l y ,  e c o n o mi c a l l y ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y .
Al though hundreds o f  race j o u r n a l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  
bef or e  1880,  few s ur v i ved  to c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  f i r s t  a n n i v e r ­
s ar y .  According to one study o f  the bl ack pr ess ,
a conspic i ous c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  American Negro news­
papers was the l a r g e  number which were s t a r t e d  and 
t h e i r  low r a t e  o f  s u r v i v a l .  Many were so ephemeral  
t h a t  onl y  t h e i r  names s u r v i v e d .  Others were so 
obscure t h a t  not even t h i s  evidence of  t h e i r  e x i s ­
tence remains . . .  So f a r  as i t  has been poss i b l e  
to a s c e r t a i n  no Negro newspaper founded bef or e  1880 
s ur v i ved  u n t i l  1 9 1 4 . '
The high percentage of  f a i l u r e  was due to the low l e v e l  o f
Negro income and a n a t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  r a t e  f o r  the race which
in the 1880 ' s  averaged only  30 per  cent .  In the South few
^The Appeal  , September 24 ,  1910*
c
Thornbrpugh,  "American Negro Newspapers," p. 489.
^ I bi d . , p . 467.
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Negro newspapers sur v i ved  because o f  the g r e a t e r  r a t e  of  
i l l i t e r a c y  and more w i d e l y  d i spersed bl ack  popu l a t i on  in t h a t  
reg i on .  In the North bl ack newspapers p r o l i f e r a t e d  because 
of  h i gher  l i t e r a c y ,  a more ac c e s s i b l e  body of  r ea d e r s ,
l a r g e r  per  c a p i t a  income,  and f i n a n c i a l  s u b s i d i z i n g  by the
8Republ ican p a r t y .  More o f t e n  than not  p o l i t i c s  were
g
c e r t a i n l y  more i mpor t a n t  than o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Of the  
newspapers founded a f t e r  1880 and which achieved r eg i on a l  
or  n a t i o n a l  prominence onl y  nine were s t i l l  in e x i s t e n c e  in  
1914.  The Western Appeal  was o n e . ^
I n i t i a l l y  The Western Appeal  , a s ix -column f o l i o ,  
was r e l eased  every  F r i d a y .  This po t po ur r i  conta i ned n a t i o n a l  
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  news, black n a t i o n a l  news, l oca l  news,  
r e p r i n t s  from o t h e r  newspapers p e r t a i n i n g  to r a c i a l  issues  
and a l l e g e d  i n j u s t i c e s ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  adver t i sement s  and a 
l i t e r a r y  page.  I t  was o f f e r e d  to the p u b l i c  f o r  the nominal  
s u b s c r i p t i o n  of  two d o l l a r s  per  y e a r ,  payable in a d v a n c e . ^  
Correspondents were procured from r eg i ona l  c i t i e s  such as 
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  Chicago,  and L o u i s v i l l e  to supply The Wes t e rn
8 1 b i d . , p. 472.
9 1 b i d . , p. 479.
 ^8 1 b i d . , p. 468.  Other  black newspapers of  t h i s  c lass  
were the Washington Bee, the New York Age, the Phi 1ade1 phi a 
T r i b u n e , the Cl eve l and  G a z e t t e , the Richmond P l a n e t , the  
Savannah T r i b u n e , and the I n d i a n a p o l i s  Freeman.
^ The Western A p p e a l , June 20,  1885*, The Appeal  , 
September 24,  1910.
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1 2Appeal  1s columns wi t h  c u r r e n t  news.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  des p i t e  the enthusiasm d i s p l a y ed  by
i t s  s t a f f ,  " s o d a l i t i e s "  and b e n e f i t s  given by the community
f o r  i t s  suppor t ,  The Western Appeal  exper i enced r e c u r r i n g
f i n a n c i a l  problems.  Presumably d i s g r u n t l e d  wi t h  The Western
Appeal  1 s management and more so wi t h  his p a r t n e r s ,
1 3F. D. Parker  r es i gned as e d i t o r  in December 1885.  P a r k e r ' s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  as e d i t o r  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a c r i s i s  which n e c e s s i ­
t a t e d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Hoping to r ega i n  t h e i r  i nvest ment  in  
an a p p a r e n t l y  poor business v e n t u r e ,  on January 16,  1886 
Hardy and B u r g e t t  disposed of  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in The Western 
Appeal  to the newly- formed Appeal  Pu b l i s h i ng  Company 
composed of  T.  H. L y l e s ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  and J.  K. H i l y a r d ,  
s e c r e t a r y  and t r e a s u r e r .  F. D. Parker  was encouraged to 
resume work as manager and e d i t o r  o f  the paper .  Because of  
the n e g o t i a t i o n s  t h a t  day The Western Appeal  f a i l e d  to go 
to press.  This was the only such f a i l u r e  known in the 
paper ' s  subsequent  t h i r t y - f i v e  year  h i s t o r y .  Under the new 
management the paper  was changed to a s i x -col umn q u a r t o ,  
t wi ce  i t s  former  s i z e ,  and the s u b s c r i p t i o n  was reduced to 
$ 1 . 5 0  per  y e a r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  The 
Western Appeal  sought  and was grant ed membership in the 
Minnesota E d i t o r i a l  Assoc i a t i on ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t a t e
^ The A p p e a l , September 24,  1910.
1 3 i b i d .
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1 4newspaper e d i t o r s .
The Western A p p e a l , secured and under new t ack and 
s a i l ,  had weathered some of  the r e c u r r i n g  storms on the sea 
of  j o u r n a l i s m .  I t  had not  f l ounde r ed  or  come to an i gnobl e  
end t h e f i r s t y e a r  as s u r e l y  some had a n t i c i p a t e d .  This is  
not  to say t h a t  The Western Appeal  had found safe anchorage;  
but  i t  had sur v i ved i t s  i n i t i a l  t r i a l s .  On June 23,  1886 
an a p p r e c i a t i v e  community sponsored a grand t e s t i m o n i a l  and 
b e n e f i t  a t  the Market  H a l l .  In t h i s  manner S a i n t  Paul
1 5c e l e b r a t e d  the f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  The Western A p p e a l .
January 15,  1887 marked another  t r a n s i t i o n  in the
h i s t o r y  of  The Western Appeal  . On t h a t  day F. D. Parker
r ece i ved  an appoi ntment  to a C l e r k s h i p  in the o f f i c e  o f  the
1 6R e g i s t e r  of  Deeds o f  Ramsey County.  Several  days l a t e r  
he res i gned as e d i t o r  of  The Western A p p e a l . His r e s i g n a t i o n  
proved to be a w i n d f a l l  f o r  John Adams. Al though Parker  had 
provi ded manager ia l  s t a b i l i t y  which the paper  needed e a r l i e r ,  
he had not  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n n o v a t i v e  as an e d i t o r .  
Moreover ,  the paper  s t i l l  had not  prospered under his  
management as o r i g i n a l l y  hoped.  In f a c t ,  a t  the t ime of  his  
r e s i g n a t i o n  The Western Appeal  was $650 . 00  in de b t ,  a 
c on s i de r a b l e  sum in t h a t  day.  John Adams was advanced from
14 i b i d .  
15 i M d .  
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his p o s i t i o n  of  a s s oc i a t e  e d i t o r  to sol e  e d i t o r s h i p  of  The 
Wes t e rn  Appeal  . Wi t h i n  t hr ee  years  he became p r o p r i e t o r  o f  
The Western Appeal  and t ransf ormed i t  f rom a l oca l  weekly  
i n t o  a paper o f  burgeoning n a t i o n a l  n o t o r i e t y .
Al though conceived as an organ of  r a c i a l  e n l i g h t e n ­
ment ,  The Western Appeal  was a l so  a business e n t e r p r i s e .  
F i n a n c i a l l y  i t  proved to be a poor i nves t ment .  From i t s  
i nc e p t i o n  the expenses of  p u b l i c a t i o n  always exceeded the 
income from s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and a dv e r t i s e me n t s .  The r e s u l t i n g  
d e f i c i t  was borne by i t s  owners.  The Appeal  Pub l i sh i ng  
Company was owned by T.  H. L y l e s ,  James K. H i l y a r d  and 
F. D. P a r k e r ,  a l l  wi t h  the except i on  o f  Par ker  prosperous  
businessmen.  Yet  Lyl es and H i l y a r d  could not  permanent ly  
under wr i t e  an u n p r o f i t a b l e  v e n t ur e .  Al though the community 
could be counted upon f o r  anot her  b e n e f i t ,  i t s  aid would 
onl y  a l l e v i a t e  the basi c  problem,  f i n a n c i a l  i n s o l v e n c y .  I f  
the paper was to c o n t i n u e ,  a more j u s t  and e q u i t a b l e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  the costs and a more p r o f i t a b l e  r e t u r n  on 
the i nvest ment  had to be found.
On February 1,  1887 the Nor thwestern Publ i sh i ng  
Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d .  The new c o r p o r a t i o n  c ons i s t ed  of  
a general  j ob or der  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  wi t h  the p u b l i s h i n g  o f  
The Western Appeal  as a s u b s i d i a r y  e n t e r p r i s e .  Five  
thousand shares o f  c or po r a t e  stock were to be sold to the 
general  p u b l i c  a t  ten d o l l a r s  per  share.  The Act  o f  I n c o r ­
p o r a t i o n  provi ded f o r  a board o f  seven d i r e c t o r s  to be
e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y  by the s t o c k h o l d e r s .  The f i r s t  Board of  
D i r e c t o r s  c ons i s t ed  of  John L.  Neal  o f  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  p r e s i d e n t  
George W. Ducket t  o f  St .  Pa u l ,  v i ce  p r e s i d e n t ;  John Q. Adams 
of  St .  Pau l ,  s e c r e t a r y ;  Wi l l  Turner  of  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  t r e a ­
s u r e r ;  L.  H. Reynol ds,  M i n ne a p o l i s ;  Thomas H. L y l e s ,  S a i n t  
Pau l ,  and James K. H i l y a r d  o f  S a i n t  P a u l . ^
The e s t a b l i s h me n t  o f  the Nor thwestern Pub l i s h i ng
Company was a shrewd business f o r a y .  I t s  i n t ended purpose
was to give The Western Appeal  a broader  f i n a n c i a l  base and
l a r g e r  c a p i t a l  r eserves from which to draw.  A v a i l a b l e
sources i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Nor t hwest ern Pub l i sh i ng  was the f i r s t
successf ul  j ob or der  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and owned
by black en t r epr eneur s  o f  the c i t y .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  held f o r
sever a l  years  a v i r t u a l  monopoly in the p r i n t i n g  o f  programs,
cards and o t h e r  smal l  work needed w i t h i n  the bl ack community.
Al though the f u t u r e  f i n a n c i a l  basis of  The Western Appeal
seemed assur ed,  the pr es e nt  c r e d i t o r  s t i l l  had to be
s a t i s f i e d .  For the f i r s t  f i v e  months the new s t ockhol der s
were r e q u i r e d  to dig deeper  i n t o  t h e i r  pockets to meet the
1 8d e b t ,  but  by J u l y  1887 the paper  was s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g .
^ A r t i c l e s  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  the Nor thwestern  
Pu b l i s h i ng  Company; R e g i s t e r  of  Deeds Ramsey County,  S t a t e  
of  Mi nnesota;  Book F. o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  page 5 - 6 ,  February 23,  
1887,  S a i n t  Pau l ,  Minnesota;  The Appea1 , September 24,  1910.
The Western A p p e a l . May 26,  1888.  Mrs.  I d i n a  
(Adams) Gibbs r e c a l l e d  as a c h i l d  v i s i t i n g  the o f f i c e s  of  
her  f a t h e r  t h a t  he se t  the type h i m s e l f .  The type was then 
l ocked in sets and t r a n s p o r t e d  in racks across the s t r e e t  
to the Sa i n t  Paul Di spat ch and Pi oneer  Press b u i l d i n g  where
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Sometime between 1888 and 1889 John Adams became
sole p r o p r i e t o r  of  The Western A p p e a l . The method by which
he a c qu i r ed  the paper i s  unknown. As e a r l y  as March o f  1887
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  Nor thwestern Pu b l i s h i ng
severa l  i n d i v i d u a l s  who had i nv e s t e d  in the paper  announced
in The Western Appeal  t h a t  t h e i r  shares were f o r  s a l e .  I t
i s  conce i vab l e  t h a t  Adams might  have purchased the m a j o r i t y
o f  the shares thus becoming the p r i n c i p a l  s t oc k ho l de r  of
1 9Nor t hwest ern P u b l i s h i n g .
The t enaci ous s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l  was over .  A f t e r  
e i ght een  months The Western Appeal  had succeeded in e s t a b ­
l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  and faced no compe t i t i o n  in a radi us  of  f o u r  
hundred m i l e s .  This f a c t  was not  l o s t  upon John Adams. He 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  The Western Appeal  were to grow and show 
a p r o f i t  i t  would need more subscr i ber s  and a d v e r t i s e r s .
In March of  1887 a Western Appeal  o f f i c e  was opened in
M i n n e a p o l i s .  J.  Alex Ross was made The Western Appeal  agent  
2 0in t h a t  c i t y .  This being accompl ished John Adams d i r e c t e d
i t  was p r i n t e d .  Adams' equipment  f o r  a pe r i od  of  t ime was 
not  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  enough to handle i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  ( I n t e r v i e w ,  
I d i n a  (Adams) G i bb s . )  At tempts to v e r i f y  t h i s  f a c t  were 
stymied because a l l  records p r i o r  to 1926 were dest royed  
when the pr esent  management o f  the S a i n t  Paul Dispatch and 
Pi oneer  Press r ec e i v e d  ownership.
^ The Western A p p e a l , March 5,  1887.
? nThe Appeal  , September 24,  1910.  J.  Al ex  Ross l a t e r  
l e f t  Mi nneapol i s  f o r  B u f f a l o ,  New York where he became 
e d i t o r  and p r o p r i e t o r  o f  the Gazet eer  and Gui de .
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his a t t e n t i o n  to Chicago,  the t e r r i t o r y  o f  the Chicago
C o n s e r v a t o r , a b l ack  newspaper e s t a b l i s h e d  ten years  bef ore
The Western Appeal  . He viewed the black popu l a t i on  of
Chicago as a t empt ing p o t e n t i a l  market .  I t  was Adams'
i n t e n t  to "beard the Conservat or  of  i t s  den."
The campaign f o r  Chicago began in e a r n e s t  on
January 7,  1888 wi t h  the e s t a b l i s h me n t  o f  the Chicago o f f i c e
of  The Western A p p e a l . On t h a t  date Chicago was o f f i c i a l l y
l i s t e d  as a c e n t e r  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  in the banner block of
The Western A p p e a l 's e d i t o r i a l  page.  On February 25,  1888
the f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  e d i t i o n  from the windy c i t y  made i t s  
21debut .  The Chicago e d i t i o n  was a separ a t e  e n t i t y  under  
the capable management o f  Cyrus F i e l d  Adams, b r o t h e r  of  
John Adams.
The Western Appeal  was publ i shed s i mu l t a ne ous l y  in
22S a i n t  Paul and Chicago each Sat ur day .  A v a i l a b l e  sources  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  each e d i t i o n  shared the same f o r mat ,  n a t i o n a l  
news, f e a t u r e d  a r t i c l e s ,  e d i t o r i a l s  and e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  
but  managed i ndependent l y  i t s  own s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  a d v e r t i s e me n t ,  
and s oc i a l  news. The s oc i a l  columns were designed to be 
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  w i t h  separ a t e  columns of  news from 
Mi nneapol i s  and S a i n t  Paul f e a t u r e d  in Chicago and v i ce  
ver sa .  I n i t i a l l y ,  John Adams mai n t a i ned  the t i t l e  o f  e d i t o r
9 1
The Wes t e r n  Appeal  , January 7,  1888;  February 25,  
1888:  The A p p e a l , September 24,  1910.
^ The Western Appeal  , February 25 , 1888.
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and p u b l i s h e r  wi t h  o f f i c e s  in S a i n t  Paul wh i l e  Cyrus Adams
23was only l i s t e d  as manager o f  the Chicago O f f i c e .  I t  i s
s t i l l  a mat t e r  of  c o n j e c t u r e  whether  the Chicago e d i t i o n  was
a s u b s i d i a r y  of  the Nor t hwest ern Pu b l i sh i ng  Company, y e t  in
an e d i t o r i a l  on February 24,  1888,  the e d i t o r  and management
of  The Western Appeal  de c l a r ed  t h a t  they were "determined to
make the Appea1 a Chicago paper ,  as wel l  as the organ of  the 
24Nor t hwe s t . "  The Chicago Appeal  was f ashi oned as a p e r f e c t  
i ns t r ument  of  s u f f i c i e n t  f l e x i b i l i t y  to compete more 
f a v o r a b l y  wi t h  the o t h e r  b l ack  newspapers o p e r a t i n g  in the 
"black mecca" of  the Midwest .
The b a t t l e  f o r  p o p u l a r i t y  was i mmedi at e l y  e n j o i ne d  
by the o t h e r  f ou r  major  newspapers seeking the suppor t  of  
black Chicagoans:  The Chicago C o n s e r v a t o r , the D e t r o i t
P I a i n d e a l e r , the I n d i a n a p o l i s  World and the Cl eve l and  
G a z e t t e . In January o f  1888 The Western Appeal  could only
23 T r a g i c a l l y ,  t her e  are no known copies o f  the  
Chicago e d i t i o n  of  The Western Appeal  in e x i s t e n c e .  The 
above is a m a t t e r  of  c o n j e c t u r e  based upon research done on 
twenty years o f  The Appeal  . A l l e n  H. Spear ,  aut hor  of  
Black Chicago:  Making o f  a Negro Ghet to 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 2 0 , acknowl ­
edged in a p r i v a t e  c onver sa t i on  t h a t  he used the S a i n t  Paul  
e d i t i o n  of  The Western Appeal  as source m a t e r i a l  in t h a t  i t s  
f i l e s  are re 1 a t i  ve l y  comp 1et e  from 1888 to 1920.  Danie l  P . 
M i k e l ' s  "A H i s t o r y  of  Negro Newspapers in Minnesota 1 876-  
1963 , "  an unpubl i shed Ma s t e r ' s  t h e s i s  Ma ca l e s t e r  Co l l ege  
( M . E d . ) ,  1963,  made ment ion o f  the f a c t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  the  
Kentucky H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
nor the Da l l a s  H i s t o r i c a l  So c i e t y  have records of  t h i s  paper  
or proof  of  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  C i t i e s  in each of  these s t a t e s  
a t  one t ime had branch o f f i c e s  o f  The Appea1 .
The Western Appeal  , February 24,  1888.
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boast  a c i r c u l a t i o n  of  t h i r t y - e i g h t  copi es .  On February 25,
1888 the Chicago e d i t i o n  issued 250 copies o f  which 119 were
25a p p a r e n t l y  s o l d .  By May of  1888 The Western A p p e a l 's
c i r c u l a t i o n  topped 722 in Chicago n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a change of
2 6o p e r a t i on  headquar t ers  to room 4 180 C l a r k  S t r e e t .  S t i l l
e x per i e nc i ng  phenomenal growth in J u l y  of  1888 The Western
Appeal  made the f o l l o w i n g  s t a t ement :
The Appeal  r e j o i c e s  in i t s  steady s u b s t a n t i a l  growth.  
Al though but  an i n f a n t  in Chicago i t  has o u t s t r i p p e d  
a l l  Colored contemporar i es  in the race f o r  p o p u l a r i t y  
and now stands a t  the head.  For some t ime we have 
been cramped f o r  room so we have removed from 180 
Cl ar k  s t r e e t  to a new and e l e g a n t  Como block No. 325 
Dearborn s t r e e t  between Van Buren and Har r i son  
s t r e e t .  The Como block has j u s t  been completed and 
i s  one of  the most m a g n i f i c e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  in the c i t y  
of  Chicago.  The Appeal  has secured a s u i t e  o f  f r o n t  
o f f i c e s ,  No's 13,  14,  and 15 on the second f l o o r .
In our new q u a r t e r s  w e ' l l  have the room to spread  
and do b e t t e r  work f o r  the p e o p l e ' s  paper .  The 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  [ s i c ]  and f r i e n d s  o f  the Appeal  are  
c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  to v i s i t  us in our new and cheer f u l  
o f f i c e s ,  13,  14,  and 15 Como block 325 Dearborn 
s t r e e  t .
The compet i t i o n  between r i v a l s  presses became
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a c r i d .  F i n a l l y ,  in November o f  1888 The Western
Appeal  boasted t h a t  the c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  the Chicago e d i t i o n
t h a t  month was 350 g r e a t e r  than the o t h e r  f o u r  r i v a l  presses
28combined and se t  out  to prove i t .  In a d i r e c t  r e b u t t a l  to
t h i s  e x t e n s i v e  c l a i m as r e p r i n t e d  in The Western A p p e a l , the
^  I b i d . , November 24,  1888.
^^ I b 1d . , June 9,  1888;  November 24,  1888.  
2 7 1_bi_d. , Jul y  14,  1888.
^  I b i d . , November 24,  1888.
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D e t r o i t  PI a i  ndea1e r  a s s e r t e d :
The Western Appeal  claims a c i r c u l a t i o n  in  
Chicago of  over  1500 copies and says t h a t  i t  is
350 g r e a t e r  than the combined c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a l l
Af ro-Amer i can papers t h e r e .  This may be t r ue  but  
i f  the f i g u r e s  on the o t h e r  es t i mat es  are as f a r  
wrong as the one made f o r  the P l a i n d e a l e r ,  we must  
say the whole t h i ngs  is no good and is but  the  
work of  a bung l e r .
The I n d i a n a p o l i s  World s t a t e d  t h a t  The Western Appeal  was
making "broad a s s e r t i o n s  and big c la ims t h a t  are preposterous
. . . I f  the manager o f  the Appeal  does business on the
square as he c l a i ms ,  why does he cause to be publ i shed such
30st atements and f i g u r e s  t h a t  cannot  bear  him out?" The
Western Appeal  did j u s t  t h a t .  On December 1,  1888 i n a
s e r i e s  of  t hr ee  a f f i d a v i t s  made by the manager ,  m a i l i n g
c l e r k ,  and press room foreman and n o t a r i z e d  by two d i f f e r e n t
n o t a r i e s  p u b l i c ,  The Western Appeal  r epeat ed i t s  boast  of
having publ i shed 6 , 2 4 8  copies in the month o f  November,  an
average of  1 , 562  copies each week in the c i t y  of  Chicago.
The paper  did not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  these f i g u r e s
r epr esen t ed  ac t ua l  c i r c u l a t i o n .  Yet  t her e  were a p p a r e n t l y
no f u r t h e r  r e b u t t a l s  and the campaign f o r  p o p u l a r i t y  came
to a c l os e .  The Western Appeal  had o s t e n s i b l y  become
31Chi cago' s  l ead i ng  bl ack  newspaper.
Months be f or e  The Western Appeal  had won i t s  bid
2 9 I b i  d .
30I b i  d .
I b i d .  , December 1 , 1888.
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f o r  hegemony in the Chicago a r e a ,  the Adams br ot her s  began 
to cast  around f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  markets in which to promote 
The Wes t e r n  Appeal  . In the Chicago s oc i a l  column of  The 
Western Appeal  dated May 26,  1888 i t  was announced t h a t  
C. F. Adams had depar t ed f o r  L o u i s v i l l e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  on 
busi ness .  On June 9,  1888 a l i m i t e d  amount of  s oc i a l  news 
from L o u i s v i l l e  could be read in The Western A p p e a l .
However,  on June 23,  1888 the u l t i m a t e  in the Adams br o t her s  
promot ional  t echni ques designed to i nc r ease  c i r c u l a t i o n  had 
been reached:
In a d d i t i o n  to our l i s t  o f  s ubscr i ber s  in L o u i s v i l l e  
we are sending the Appeal  to a number of  our f r i e n d s  
f o r m e r l y  subscr i ber s  o f  the B u l l e t i n ,  supposing of  
course t h a t  they would l i k e  to be on our l i s t  and 
get  the Appeal  which we propose to make even b e t t e r  
than the B u l l e t i n .  I f  anyone who has been r e c e i v i n g  
the paper  does not  wish i t  send a posta l  card addressed  
to C. F. Adams 180 C l a r k  s t r e e t ,  Chicago,  1 1 1 . ,  and the 
paper w i l l  be stopped.  I f  we do not  r ece i ve  such 
a n o t i c e  we s h a l l  take i t  f o r  grant ed t h a t  " s i l e n c e  
gives consent" and cont i nue  to send the paper and 
c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  the same l a t e r .  We t r u s t  our f r i e n d s  
are so wel l  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  the Appeal  t h a t  they w i l l  
become permanent  s u b s c r i b e r s .^2
A branch o f f i c e  of  The Western Appeal  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
in L o u i s v i l l e  on August  25,  1888 under the management of  
H. C. Weeden, a former  r e p o r t e r  f o r  the B u l l e t i n  and f r i e n d  
of  the Adams b r o t h e r s .  L o u i s v i l l e  became the f o u r t h  l i n k  
in the Adams' empire which a t  i t s  apogee would number seven 
c i t i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  in S a i n t  Loui s ,  
Missour i  on A p r i l  20,  1889,  D a l l a s ,  Texas on August  13,  1892
^ I b i  d . , June 23,  1888.
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33and Washington D. C. on March 9,  1901.  At  one t ime or  
another  The Western Appeal  a l so  c a r r i e d  b y - l i n e s  from 
Mi l waukee,  Des Moines,  and Denver  a l though o f f i c i a l  o f f i c e s  
were not  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  these c i t i e s .
In 1889 The Western Appeal  began to b i l l  i t s e l f  as 
a n a t i o n a l  Af r o - Amer i can  newspaper.  To lessen i t s  i d e n t i f i ­
c a t i o n  e x c l u s i v e l y  wi t h  the Midwest ,  "Western" was dropped 
from i t s  banner .  The Appeal  was read and c i r c u l a t e d  
t hroughout  the Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  Of t h i s  pe r i od  in The Appeal  1s 
development  T.  H. Lyl es l a t e r  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  " spec i a l  
e d i t i o n s  were publ i shed f o r  Chicago,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  St .  Louis  
and D a l l a s ,  Texas,  making f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  and d i s t i n c t
34e d i t i o n s  wi t h  r e s i d e n t  managers i n  each o f  these c i t i e s . "
In the space o f  seven years f rom i t s  i n c e p t i o n  The 
Appeal  had achi eved a p o s i t i o n  of  r eg i ona l  impor tance which 
i t  r e t a i n e d  u n t i l  the end o f  the n i n e t ee n t h  ce n t ur y .  The 
Appeal  promoted i t s e l f  as the pe op l e ' s  paper  and p r i n t e d  
what  a s p i r i t u a l l y  oppressed people want  to read.  I t  dared 
to say what  thousands o f  b l ack  men kept  in the i nn e r  most  
recesses o f  t h e i r  consci ousness.  I t s  e d i t o r i a l s  held wh i t e  
America up f o r  r i d i c u l e  by b o l d l y  denouncing the i n c o n s i s t e n ­
cies of  Amer i ca ' s  r a c i a l  p o l i c y ,  v i g o r o u s l y  p r o t e s t i n g  
a g a i n s t  d i s e n f r a nc h i s e me nt  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  and a c t i v e l y
3 3M i k e l ,  "A H i s t o r y  of  Negro Newspapers in Mi nnesot a , "  
p. 11;  The Appeal  , March 9,  1901.
3dThe Appeal  , September 24,  1910.
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defending the race a g a i n s t  ma l i c i ous  r a c i a l  propaganda.  The 
Appea1 helped r e s t o r e  to the Af ro - Amer i can a sense o f  d i g n i t y  
s t r i p p e d  from him by a s o c i e t y  which di d no t ,countenance his  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  In i t s  columns Af ro - Amer i cans  were accorded  
r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  achievements r egar d l es s  o f  s o c i a l  
s t and i ng .  I n d i v i d u a l  s k i l l s  and t a l e n t  were acknowledged  
and l e a d e r s h i p  encouraged.  The Appeal  gave the black  
p o l i t i c i a n  a forum,  the b l ack  w r i t e r  and a r t i s t  an aud i ence ,  
and the bl ack  businessman a media f o r  a d v e r t i s e me n t .  More 
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  encouraged the c i t i z e n r y  to p a t r o n i z e  bl ack  
b u s i n e s s e s .
The Appeal  was the peop l e ' s  paper ,  then John 
Adams was t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  l a r g e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the  
Twin C i t i e s .  At  the age of  f o r t y - f o u r  John Quincy Adams 
had become one of  the most i n f l u e n t i a l  Af ro - Amer i cans  in the  
upper  Midwest .  Al though demonst ra t i ng c on s i de r a b l e  l i t e r a r y  
t a l e n t ,  his second ascent  i n  the f i e l d  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  had 
been d i f f i c u l t  and a t  t imes d i s c o ur a g i n g .  Yet  he met each 
ob s t ac l e  w i t h  the same r e s i l i e n c e  and d e t e r mi n a t i o n  which 
marked his r i s e  i n  the p o l i t i c a l  j ung l es  o f  Arkansas and 
L o u i s v i l l e .  His bold endeavor  to make The Western Appeal  
an organ o f  his personal  b e l i e f s  had succeeded.
John Adams was a businessman of  r eser ved demeanor.
He was a q u i e t  man who was always w i l l i n g  to l i s t e n ,  an 
a t t r i b u t e  which b e f i t t e d  his t r a d e .  Behind t h i s  p l a c i d  
f acade l ay  a r e s t l e s s  and i m a g i n a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t .  Adams
26
always thought  be f or e  he spoke and contempl ated bef or e
a c t i n g .  When c a l l e d  upon to speak he spoke d e c i s i v e l y ,
u s u a l l y  impressi ng people w i t h  the l o g i c  o f  his arguments.
He was r e s o u r c e f u l , i n n o v a t i v e ,  and pr og r e s s i v e  in business
and in his r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  the community.  Of ten his
pr o g r e s s i v e  nat ure  kept  him a t  odds wi t h  the black community
which did not  always share his zeal  f o r  p r o t e s t ,  a l though
f or ces  f o r  d i s e n f r a nc h i se me nt  and s e g r e g a t i o n  were marsha l -
35l i n g  a t  i t s  very door s t ep .
John Adams was known f o r  his g e n e r o s i t y ,  f o r  he gave 
f r e e l y  of  his t ime and substance to the community.  I t  was 
sa i d  by one of  his contemporar i es  t h a t  Adams was the "Urban
o c
League" of  his t i me ,  a moving and v i t a l  f o r ce  in S a i n t  Paul .
He was r espect ed by f r i e n d  and foe a l i k e .  He was never
prone to gossip or  to r eve l  in c h a r a c t e r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  nor
3 7did he employ these means to promote his paper .  Because
of  his i n f l u e n c e  John Adams was o f t e n  c a l l e d  upon by the
3 8community to provi de  l e a d e r s h i p .  The doors of  his  
accommodating home a t  527 St .  Anthony Avenue were always open 
to f r i e n d s  and s t r a nger s  a l i k e .  He enjoyed e n t e r t a i n i n g  and
Personal  I n t e r v i e w  wi t h  S. E. Hal l  o f  S a i n t  Pau l ,  
Mi nnesot a ,  a contemporary of  John Adams, a t  his home,
December 19,  1970.
36 I b i  d .
37 Personal  I n t e r v i e w  wi t h  Eva Neal  o f  S a i n t  Paul ,  
Mi nnesot a ,  a ne i ghbor  o f  John Adams, a t  her apar t ment ,
January 3,  1971.
^ I n t e r v i e w ,  S. E. H a l l .
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would o f t e n  br i ng  home as guests people who j u s t  happened by 
hi s  o f f i c e  seeking i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a i d  i n  f i n d i n g  accommoda­
t i o n s ,  or  employment .  As e d i t o r  o f  a prominent  b l ack  
newspaper Adams was c a l l e d  upon to e n t e r t a i n  i mp or t a n t  
personages who v i s i t e d  S a i n t  Paul .  Booker T.  Washington,  
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ,  W. E. B. DuBois and many o t h e r
persons of  r eg i o n a l  and n a t i o n a l  renown had a t  one t ime or
39another  dined f o r m a l l y  wi t h  the Adams f a m i l y .
On May 4,  1892 John Adams mar r i ed E l l a  Bel l  Smith of
S a i n t  Paul wi t h  whom he had been engaged f o r  severa l  y e a r s .
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  his a r r i v a l  i n  1886 they were i n t r oduced a t
a church p i c n i c .  A f t e r  a b r i e f  co u r t s h i p  they were engaged
but  owing to the p r e ca r i ous  s t a t e  o f  The Western Appeal
t h e i r  mar r i age  was postponed u n t i l  he could suppor t  a
f a m i l y .  Four c h i l d r e n  were born to them in the f o l l o w i n g
40y e a r s ;  I d i n a ,  M a r g a r e t ,  E d y t h e l l a ,  and John,  J r .
John Adams was loved and respect ed by his f a mi l y  
to whom he denied nothi ng which his resources could p r ov i d e .  
His c h i l d r e n  were r a i s e d  to be r e f i n e d  and educated.  They 
played i n s t r u me n t s ,  dressed and behaved i n  a manner becoming 
upper middle c l ass f a m i l i e s .  An av i d  r e a d e r ,  Adams f i l l e d  
his personal  l i b r a r y  wi t h  c l a s s i c s  and encouraged his  
c h i l d r e n  to read.  As a pat ron of  the per f ormi ng a r t s ,  Adams 
f r e q u e n t l y  a t t ended the t h e a t e r s  of  the c i t y  accompanied
39 I n t e r v i e w ,  I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs.
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by his f a m i l y .  Of ten his f a m i l y  would accompany him on
business t r i p s  across the cou nt r y .  According to I d i n a  Gibbs,
Adams' e l d e s t  da u gh t e r ,  t h e i r  f a m i l y  was a p i c t u r e  of
p a r e n t a l  love and f a m i l i a l  harmony.  Her parents  seldom i f
41ever  q u a r r e l e d .
John Adams was many th i ngs  to many peopl e .  Yet  a l l  
who knew him agreed t h a t  he was one o f  the l ead i ng  p r o t a g o ­
n i s t s  f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  in the upper Midwest .  In the 
t r a d i t i o n  o f  his f a t h e r  John Adams r e f used to b e l i e v e  t h a t  
a b i l i t y  and success were the monopoly o f  one r ace .  Adams 
reasoned t h a t  given the o p p o r t u n i t y  the black man could  
compete s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  w h i t e s .  He p e r s o n a l l y  encouraged  
Af ro-Amer i cans  to take advantage o f  e d u c a t i o na l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  achievement  could be a moral  f o r ce  
s u f f i c i e n t  to make whi t e  America accord the black man f u l l  
r i g h t s .  Adams r ef used to b e l i e v e ,  however ,  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  
achievement  alone would guarantee  the Af ro-Amer i can his  
r i g h t s .  An advocate o f  the p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n ,  Adams 
r ecogni zed the need f o r  more aggr ess i ve  bl ack  l e a d e r s h i p  to 
combat the gradual  but  p e r c e p t a b l e  e r r o s i o n  of  t h e i r  
fundamental  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  To the constant  encr oach­
ment upon Af ro - Amer i can r i g h t s  Adams advocated p e r s i s t e n t
p r o t e s t  and a g i t a t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  "no wrongs are ever
42r i g h t e d  except  hy p r o t e s t . "
41 I b i d .
4?The Appeal  , February 25,  1911.
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Yet  he depl ored v i o l e n c e  as a means to an end and was quick
to c h a s t i s e  bl acks whose means o f  p r o t e s t a t i o n  he thought
were c r e a t i n g  a ne g a t i v e  image.  Wi th remarkabl e  f o r e s i g h t
Adams r ef used to suppor t  anyone who c la i med to be the race
l e a d e r ,  As he put  i t .  " t he r e  is no n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l
l e a d e r  f o r  the r a c e ,  as a body,  a b s o l u t e l y  ref uses  to be 
43l e d . "  I n s t e a d ,  he supported many men and o r g a n i z a t i o n s
which p r o t e s t e d  the Af ro - Amer i can c o n d i t i o n .
The e d i t o r  of  The Appeal  was a l so  an a r d e n t  i n t e -
g r a t i o n i s t  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  e n t h u s i a s t .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t
a r e p u b l i c  such as the Uni t ed St a t es  could have but  one
kind of  c i t i z e n  and t h a t  the Af r o - Amer i can  had j u s t  c l a i m
to c i t i z e n s h i p  by b i r t h r i g h t ,  l o y a l t y  to the f l a g ,  and
personal  s a c r i f i c e  i n  defense o f  the c o u n t r y .  The f u t u r e
of  the c o u n t r y ,  he b e l i e v e d ,  l ay  i n  a p l u r a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y
r a t h e r  than a segmented and segregated one.  Adams
p e r s i s t e n t l y  d i s c r e d i t e d  the not i on t h a t  America was a wh i t e
man's count ry  and denounced a l l  c l ass l e g i s l a t i o n  and r e -
44peated at tempt s  to d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  the Af r o - Ame r i c a n .  He 
c o r r e c t l y  e v a l u a t e d  the t enor  of  his t ime and reasoned t h a t  
the "deni a l  of  these r i g h t s  . . . worked i r r e s i s t i b l y  f o r  
the den i a l  or  abr idgement  of  a l l  r e l a t e d  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n ­
s h i p ,  because a v o t e l e ss  man . . . has no r i g h t s  which
43 I b i d . \
^  I b i d . ,  October  29,  1903.
45anyone is bound to r e s p e c t . "
There was one s a l i e n t  f l a w  in  John Adam's approach to 
c i v i l  r i g h t s :  his uncompromising a l l e g i a n c e  to the R e p u b l i ­
can p a r t y .  Adam's adherence to Republ ican d o c t r i n e  o f t e n  
placed him in the embarrassing p o s i t i o n  o f  suppor t i ng  the 
Republ ican pa r t y  a g a i n s t  the best  i n t e r e s t s  of  his r ace .  
Al though disenchanted wi t h  the e f f o r t  to c r e a t e  a " l i l y  wh i t e  
Republ ican p a r t y  in the South and the obvious contempt  the 
Republ ican p a r t y  held f o r  the bl ack e l e c t o r a t e  in the Nor t h ,  
Adams remained w i t h i n  the Republ ican ranks.  Of ten t imes
dur i ng per i ods of  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  he would i n t i m a t e  t h a t  Af ro
46Americans should remain p o l i t i c a l l y  i ndependent .  Yet  his  
own i nd e c i s i v e n e s s  upon t h i s  very issue cost  him the r es pe c t  
of  sever a l  i n f l u e n t i a l  members o f  the black community.
47The Appeal  was an organ o f  the Republ ican Pa r t y .
I t  is a ma t t e r  of  c o n j e c t u r e  whether  John Adams was d i r e c t l y  
or i n d i r e c t l y  s ub s i d i z e d  by the Republ ican pa r t y  e s p e c i a l l y  
dur ing the e l e c t i o n  y e a r s .  I t  is known t h a t  dur ing the
4 5 1 b i d .
the August  25,  1888;  A p r i l  2 0 t h ,  May 1 8 t h ,
May 1 1 t h ,  and June 2 9 t h ,  1889 issues of  The Western Appeal  
Adams' d i s i 11 usionment  wi t h  the Republ ican pa r t y  seemed to 
have reached a high wat er  mark.
47 N. W. Ayers ,  American Newspaper Annual and 
Di r e c t o r y  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  N. W. Ayers and Sons,  1 9 1 5 . )  This
d i r e c t o r y  l i s t s  a l l  o f  the newspapers in the count ry  g i v i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  about  s i z e ,  f o r ma t ,  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  e d i t o r  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  Al though Republ ican from almost  i t s
i n c e p t i o n ,  1915 was the f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t  The Appeal  was 
l i s t e d  and p o l i t i c a l l y  des i gna t ed  in t h i s  i ndex .
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the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  of  1900 Senator  Marcus Hanna of
Ohio used The Appeal  to promote the candidacy of  W i l l i a m
McKinley among Af r o - Ame r i c a n s .  Cyrus Adams, manager o f  the
Chicago Appeal  , was appoi nted by Senator  Hanna to the
Republ i can Na t i ona l  Advi sory  Commit tee.  In a d i s p l a y  of
unusual  p a r t i s a n  exuberance Cyrus Adams "under took to keep
in l i n e  severa l  hundred newspapers publ i shed by and f o r  the
Af r o - Amer i can"  by p u b l i s h i n g  s hor t  e d i t o r i a l  campaign t r a c t s
48designed f o r  r e p r i n t i n g  i n  black j o u r n a l s .  In a d d i t i o n ,
he or gani zed a l e t t e r  campaign to win endorsement  f o r
McKinley by n a t i o n a l  Af r o - Amer i can  l e a d e r s .  For his e f f o r t
Cyrus Adams was appoi nted as A s s i s t a n t  R e g i s t r a r o . f  the
Uni t ed St a t es  T r e a s u r y ,  a p o s i t i o n  he r e t a i n e d  f o r  twelve  
49y e a r s .
Several  compet ing b l ack newspapers over  a per i od of
years were e s t a b l i s h e d  in  the Twin C i t i e s  in an a t t empt  to
o f f s e t  the i n f l u e n c e  of  The Appeal  . One such p u b l i c a t i o n ,
The Wo r l d , in an e d i t o r i a l  c r i t i c i z i n g  John Adams i n d i r e c t l y
summarized the d i s c o n t e n t  o f  a m i n o r i t y  of  c i t i z e n s  wi t h
Adams' p o l i t i c a l  mach i na t i ons .  I t  s t a t e d  t h a t :
Newspapers to be a race organ must be independent  
in a l l  t h i n g s ,  when the honor and s t a t u s  o f  the 
race needs a f e a r l e s s  and uncompromising champion.
A newspaper can a f f o r d  to champion p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  onl y  so long as they subserve the best  
i n t e r e s t  o f  the whole peopl e ,  but  then the
48 The A p p e a l , January 12,  1901.
4 9 I b i d .
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newspaper should take up the f i g h t  in b e h a l f  o f  
the peopl e ,  and t her e  do b a t t l e  u n t i l  the r i g h t s  
of  the people have been made secure .  Men were 
made bef ore  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  and p a r t i e s  were 
made by man, t h e r e f o r e  . . . p a r t i e s  were made
f o r  the b e n e f i t  of  men, and not  men f o r  the use 
of  the p a r t y .  "
Despi t e  his a f f i n i t y  f o r  Republ ican p o l i t i c s  John Adams
remained the black communi ty's u n f a t i g u i n g  champion f o r
r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  as subsequent  events would show.
50 The Wo r l d , June 20,  1896.  This p a r t i c u l a r  news­
paper  was p r i n t e d  in Chicago and c i r c u l a t e d  in Mi n n e a p o l i s .  
I t  is confused us u a l l y  wi t h  another  p u b l i c a t i o n  known as The 
Mi nneapol i s  Wo r l d .
CHAPTER I I I
Or g a n i z a t i o n  and P r o t e s t  1887 - 1895
In the 1 8 8 0 ‘ s the Af ro - Amer i can in Minnesota enjoyed  
many p r i v i l e g e s  of  c i t i z e n s h i p  unknown to his southern  
b r e t h r e n .  He e x e r c i s ed  the r i g h t  to v o t e ,  to hold p u b l i c  
o f f i c e  and was accorded a g r e a t e r  degree of  m o b i l i t y  and 
s oc i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  wi t h  wh i t e s .  Al though impress i ve  headway 
in business e n t e r p r i s e ,  land h o l d i n g s ,  e duca t i ona l  a c h i e v e ­
ments and i ncr eased l i t e r a c y  had been made, in the c l os i ng  
years of  t h a t  decade the Negroes i n  Minnesota began to f e e l  
the s u b t l e  e f f e c t s  of  de f a c t o  s e g r e g a t i o n .  Despi t e  the 
passage of  s t a t e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  laws in  1865 and 1885 many 
w h i t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the area of  p u b l i c  accommodat ions,  
began to d i s c r i m i n a t e  b l a t a n t l y  a g a i n s t  Af r o - Amer i cans .  The 
r a c i a l  s l i g h t s  exper i enced by blacks in Minnesota were 
symptoms of  a g r e a t e r  mal a i se  which gr i pped the na t i on  in  
the c l o s i n g  decades of  the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t ur y .  I t  was a t  
t h i s  t ime t h a t  racism in i t s  worst  expr ess ion attemp ted to 
expunge p h y s i c a l l y  the Af ro - Amer i can from a l l  avenues of  
n a t i o n a l  l i f e .
N a t i o n a l l y  the *1890‘ s began d i s a s t r o u s l y  f o r  the 
Af r o - Amer i ca n .  In M i s s i s s i p p i  the black man was compl et e l y  
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d ,  in Lou i s i ana  o f f i c i a l l y  segr ega t ed ,  and
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in South C a r o l i n a  m a l i c i o u s l y  v i l i f i e d  by i t s  governor .  By 
the end o f  the cent ury  l ynch i ng  and v i o l en ce  in the South 
had reached epidemic p r o p o r t i o n s .  The capstone of  the black  
man's s oc i a l  o s t r a c i s m ,  the Supreme Co ur t ' s  dec i s i on  in  
Plessey v. Ferguson ( 1 8 9 6 ) ,  gave o f f i c i a l  sanc t i on  to the  
South' s  " s o l u t i o n . "  Thi s  de c i s i on  encouraged the s t a t e  
governments and l o c a l  communi t ies to handle t h e i r  "Negro 
problem" as they d e s i r e d . ^
In Minnesota John Adams and l i k e - mi n d e d  c i t i z e n s  of  
S a i n t  Pa u l ' s  bl ack community came to the r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  
s t a t e  laws e s t a b l i s h e d  to p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  were being  
subver t ed .  They also r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  such v i o l a t i o n s  were 
to proceed unchal l enged o t h e r  r i g h t s  wel l  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
law might  be t r e a t e d  w i t h  contempt  as w e l l .  In the spr i ng  
of  1887 the stage was s e t  f o r  a major  t e s t  of  Mi nnesot a ' s  
c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and the sent i ments  of  the whi t e  
communi t y .
On May 17,  1887 W i l l i a m  A. Ha z e l ,  a v i s i t i n g  
a r c h i t e c t ,  a t tempt ed to procure l odgi ng f o r  the n i g h t  a t  
both the A s t o r i a  and Clarendon hot e l s  in S a i n t  Paul .  In 
both i nst ances  he was r ef used accommodations on the account  
of  his c o l o r .  When the c l e r k  a t  the Clarendon H o t e l ,  a f t e r  
acknowledging the e x i s t e n c e  of  s t a t e  laws p r o h i b i t i n g  
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  in p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  refused to
^L e s l i e  H. F i she l  J r .  and Benjamin Qua r l e s ,  The 
Black Amer ican:  A Documentary H i s t o r y  ( Gl env i ew,  I l l i n o i s :
S c o t t ,  Foreman and Company, 1967)  , p . 312.
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lodge him,  Hazel  demanded to speak wi t h  the p r o p r i e t o r .  The
p r o p r i e t o r  l i k e w i s e  r e f used to accommodate him and v e r b a l l y
a s s au l t e d  Haze l .  Upon p r o t e s t i n g  his t r e a t me n t  Hazel  was
a r r e s t e d  and charged wi t h  drunken d i s o r d e r l i n e s s  d e s p i t e
his obvious s o b r i e t y .  He was f or ced to spend the n i g h t  in
2
the c i t y  j a i l  and was r e l e as e d  the next  morning.
Sh o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  Wi l l i a m  Hazel  was
encouraged by John Adams to br i ng s u i t  a g a i n s t  the management
of  the Clarendon Hotel  f o r  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  under
the Minnesota C i v i l  Rights  Act  of  1885.  The week f o l l o w i n g
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  which out raged the black communi ty,  John
Adams announced the impending s u i t  and p r i n t e d  t h i s  warning
to the wh i t e  community in The Western A p p e a l :
We do not  i n t end to s i t  s u p i n e l y  and mourn over  the  
s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s ,  but  purpose to l e a r n  i f  t he r e  is  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  to be obt a i ned f o r  a human being upon 
whom God has seen f i t  to place dusky s k i n .  There  
i s a c i v i l  r i g h t s  law upon the s t a t u t e s  books of  
the S t a t e  of  Minnesot a ,  and i t  i s the i n t e n t i o n  of
Mr.  Hazel  to br i ng a s u i t  under the same not  a lone
to punish these p r e j u d i c e d  l a n d l o r d s  by f o r c i n g  
them to pay heavy damages f o r  the out rage p e r pe ­
t r a t e d ,  but  to e s t a b l i s h  the p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  we are  
the c i t i z e n s  of  t h i s  commonwealth,  and we do not
i n t end  to be debarred from our p r i v i l e g e s  as such
. . . We speak f o r  every col ored c i t i z e n  in the c i t y ,
and we i n t end to f i g h t  i t  out  on t h i s  l i n e  i f  i t  
takes a l l  summer.3
On June 20,  1887 a s u i t  f o r  two thousand d o l l a r s  in  
damages was f i l e d  in the Second J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  by
^The Western A p p e a l , May 21,  1887.
3 I b i  d . , May 21 , 1887.
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W i l l i a m  Hazel  a g a i n s t  Michael  E. Foley and Thomas J.  Foley  
p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  the Clarendon H o t e l .  The Foley br ot her s  
were charged wi t h  wrongful  and unl awful  r e f u s a l  of  f a c i l i t i e s  
and p r i v i l e g e s  guaranteed by laws of  the S t a t e  of  Mi nnesota .  
The s u i t  was pursuant  to v i o l a t i o n s  o f  Minnesota Common Law 
r a t h e r  than the C i v i l  Rights Law of  1885. ^  On October  17,  
1887 the s u i t  was s e t t l e d  in f a v o r  of  Hazel  and he was 
awarded the sum of  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  by the j u r y  f o r  
damages s u s t a i n e d .  Al though a moral  v i c t o r y  had been won,  
the sum awarded Hazel  was not  s u f f i c i e n t  to cover  the 
expenses i n c u r r e d  in b r i n g i n g  the s u i t  to c o u r t .  The Western 
Appeal  , t h e r e f o r e ,  s o l i c i t e d  a c o l l e c t i o n  from the communi ty,  
on whose b e h a l f  the s u i t  was f i l e d ,  to help de f r ay  H a z e l ' s  
expenses . ^
The a f f r o n t  to the black communi ty,  r e f l e c t e d  in  
the t r e a t me n t  accorded W i l l i a m  Ha z e l ,  was not  r e a d i l y  
f o r g o t t e n .  In the weeks f o l l o w i n g  the c our t  dec i s i on  the  
i n c i d e n t  s t i l l  provoked ser i ous  d i s c u s s i o n .  According to 
The Western Appeal  i t  was of  general  consensus in the com­
muni ty t h a t  the damages assessed by the c our t  did not  
c o n s t i t u t e  a s u f f i c i e n t  d e t e r r e n t  a g a i n s t  f u t u r e  v i o l a t i o n s  
of  the l aw.  To the c o n t r a r y ,  the cost  of  b r i n g i n g  a c i v i l
^W i l l i a m  A. Hazel  v. Michael  E. Foley & Thomas J .
Foley ( Foley  B r o t h e r s ) , 25515 C i v i l ,  Cour t  o f  the Second
J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  S t a t e  of  Mi nnesot a ,  Judgment ,  October  17,  
1887,  Ramsey County Cour t  House,  St .  Paul .
^The Western A p p e a l , October  22,  1887.
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s u i t  before the c our t  was p r o h i b i t i v e  f o r  the average black  
man. The Western Appeal  concluded t h a t  the r i g h t s  o f  the 
community were s t i l l  s u b j e c t  to i n f r i n g e m e n t .  To p l ace  the 
blacks in a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  which to defend t h e i r  r i g h t s  
John Adams suggested the f o r ma t i on  o f  a p r o t e c t i v e  1eague 
which would oversee a l l  cases where the r i g h t s  o f  A f r o -  
Americans in Minnesota were abr i dged or  denied.  Such a 
l eague wi t h  the f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  of  b l ack  c i t i z e n s  would 
be r es p on s i b l e  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  c i v i l  cases bef or e  a c ou r t  of  
l aw.  Addressing the community through The Western Appeal  
Adams suggested t h a t  “a s t a t e  convent i on be c a l l e d  and some
c
plan formed f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n  of  our c i v i l  r i g h t . "  
F i g u r a t i v e l y  speak i ng,  he f u r t h e r  caut i oned not  to t a r r y  in  
t h i s  p u r s u i t  f o r  " i t  w i l l  be we l l  f o r  us in t ime of  peace 
to prepare f o r  wa r . " ^
John Adams' appeal  f e l l  on r e c e p t i v e  ea r s .  On 
October  31,  1887 a number of  community l eader s  met f o r  the 
purpose of  i s su i ng  a c a l l  f o r  a s t a t e  convent ion of  co l or ed  
peopl e .  According to The Western A p p e a l , the l eadi ng  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  f e l t  t h a t  such a c onv ent i on ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the 
c o l l e c t i v e  w i l l  of  Af r o - Amer i cans  throughout  the s t a t e ,  was 
necessary f o r  the f o r ma t i on  o f  a s t a t e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l eague.  
I t  was then decided t h a t  the s t a t e  convent ion be c a l l e d  f o r
^ Ib i d . , October  22 , 1887.
71 b i d .
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December 5,  1887 in S a i n t  Paul .  I t  was f u r t h e r  decided t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  the convent ion be l i m i t e d  by appor t i onment ,  
r e l a t i v e  to the number of  Negroes in each county o f  the  
s t a t e .  Next  a r e s o l u t i o n  expr ess i ng  b l ack  gr i evances  was 
d r a f t e d  but  r e t u r n e d  to the commit tee f o r  r e v i s i o n  be f or e
o
i t  was adopted.  In subsequent  meet ings held dur ing  
November of  1887 John Adams was e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  the 
e x e c u t i v e  commit tee and as one of  the twenty-one de l ega t es
9
to r e p r e s e n t  Ramsey County.
On November 15,  1887 the c a l l  f o r  a s t a t e  convent i on
of  co l o r ed  c i t i z e n s  was sent  t hroughout  the s t a t e .  The
f o l l o w i n g  was r e p r i n t e d  in The Western A p p e a l :
F e l 1ow C i t i z e n s :
Fe e l i ng  a deep i n t e r e s t  in the development  of  the 
g r e a t  s t a t e  of  Minnesota a p p r e c i a t i n g  the b l e s s i n g  o f  
her  j u s t  and l i b e r a l  laws and the k i n d l y  f e e l i n g  of  
her best  c i t i z e n s  and b e l i e v i n g  in union t her e  is  
s t r e n g t h  we deem i t  wise and prudent  t h a t  we should  
t ake some a c t i o n  to advance our i n d u s t r i a l  and c i v i l  
r i g h t s  vouchsafed to us by the c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  
Uni t ed St a t es  and the s t a t u t e s  o f  t h i s  commonwealth.  
Recent  developments have demonstrated the f a c t  t h a t  
t her e  is a d i s p o s i t i o n  on the p a r t  o f  some to abr i dge  
the r i g h t s  guaranteed by the c o n s t i t u t i o n  and the  
laws of  t h i s  s t a t e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we the Colored  
c i t i z e n s  of  St .  Paul in mass meet ing assembled,  do 
hereby i ssue a c a l l  f o r  a S t a t e  Convent ion to meet  
in the h a l l  of  the House of  Repr e s e n t a t i v e s  in the 
c i t y  of  S t .  Paul on Monday Dec 5th 1887 a t  ten 
o ' c l o c k  A.M.  f o r  the purpose o f  advancing our i n t e r e s t  
i n these mat t ers  and a f t e r  due d e l i b e r a t i o n  to f or n  
[ s i c ]  such o r g a n i z a t i o n  as may be agreed upon having  
f o r  i t s  o b j e c t  the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  our r i g h t s  h e r e i n ­
be f or e  s t a t e d .  And f o r  the purpose o f  c a r r y i n g  out
^ Ib i d . , November 5 , 1887.
 ^I b i d . , November 9,  1887;  November 12 , 1887.
39
these p r ov i s i o ns  i t  i s hereby requested t h a t  the  
Colored c i t i z e n s  i n  the sever a l  count i es  o f  the  
s t a t e  meet and from t h e i r  number e l e c t  the number
of  de l egat es from each county as f o l l ows
Hennepin . . . . . 18 S t e e l e  . .
Ramsey . . . . . .  21 Anoka . .
Washington . . . .  5 Wr ight  . .
Freeborn , . . . .  2 Clay . . .
Polk . . . . . . .  3 Dakota . .
Rice . . . . . . .  5 Goodhue
Winona . . . 
St .  Louis
. . .  6 
. . .  4
Blue Ear th
A l l  o t h e r  count i es  not  ment ioned in the above l i s t  
are requested to send two de l egat es  each.
By Order  Execut i ve  Committee
J . H.  Hickman T . H.  Lyl es R. T.  Gray
J.W. Luca A l b e r t  M i l l e r  F.D.  Pa r k e r ,  Chairman
Pe t e r  Ha r r i s  J . H.  Cunningham J . Q.  Adams, S e c r e t a r y ,u
W.H. P a r k e r ,  Sr .  A. Mi l es
The number o f  Af ro- Amer i cans  t h a t  responded to t h i s  c a l l  is
unknown; nor are t her e  records o f  t h a t  body's d e l i b e r a t i o n s .
I t  is known t h a t  out  of  the convent ion proceedings the
Minnesota P r o t e c t i v e  and I n d u s t r i a l  League was formed.
The Minnesota P r o t e c t i v e  and I n d u s t r i a l  League sought  
the a m e l i o r a t i o n  of  s oc i a l  and economic hardships exper i enced  
by Af ro- Amer i cans  in Mi nnesota .  According to F. D. Pa r ke r ,  
chairman of  the League' s e x e c u t i v e  commi t t ee ,  "the league  
i s not  designed to become a p o l i t i c a l  machine but  i t  w i l l  
e a r n e s t l y  seek to promote the m a t e r i a l  i n t e r e s t  of  the race  
as we l l  as to p r o t e c t  them in t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s . " ^
^ Ib i d . , November 26,  1887.
^ T h e  Mi nneapol i s  Spokesman, May 16,  1958.
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The League at tempted to expand avenues of  l i v e l i h o o d  and
render  m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  members o f  the race .  I t  even
encouraged blacks in the South to mi gra t e  and s e t t l e  in
Mi nnesota .  Membership in the League was open to a l l  r e g a r d ­
l ess o f  sex,  creed or  c o l o r .  A membership fee of  f i f t y
cents and monthly dues of  t w e n t y - f i v e  cents were r e q u i r e d  of
1 2a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s .
The P r o t e c t i v e  and I n d u s t r i a l  League was or gan i zed
i n t o  l o c a l l y  a c t i v e  commi t tees.  The l oc a l  commit tee kept
a v i g i l a n t  guard a g a i n s t  acts const rued as c o n s t i t u t i n g  an
abr idgement  or  den i a l  of  Negro r i g h t s .  They a lso promoted
p r o j e c t s  designed to improve the q u a l i t y  of  Af ro - Amer i can
l i f e .  One such program was a b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  which
would c o n s t r u c t  i nexpens i ve  homes f o r  smal l  monthly  
1 3payments.  The League encouraged home ownership and 
equated i t  wi t h  s t a b i l i t y ,  p r o s p e r i t y  and general  w e l l - b e i n g  
of  the community.  On a l a r g e r  sca l e  the P r o t e c t i v e  and 
I n d u s t r i a l  Bureau,  e s t a b l i s h e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  the League' s  
a c t i v i t y  on the s t a t e  l e v e l ,  a m b i t i o u s l y  sought  to br i ng  
Negroes from the South and s e t t l e  them in Minnesota upon 
5 0 , 000  acres of  f e r t i l e  farm land to be acqui red from p u b l i c  
l and o f f i c i a l s  and r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s .  R e c r u i t i n g  agents  
were to canvas southern communi t ies in an a t t empt  to form
1 2Spa ng l e r ,  The Negro i n  M i n n e s o t a , p. 7 8 - 79 .
1 3The Mi nneapol i s  Spokesman, May 16,  1958.
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c ol on i es  of  Af ro - Amer i cans  w i l l i n g  to r e s e t t l e  in the Nor t h.  
Only the " h a r d i e r  and bo l de r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  the race"  
were encouraged to p a r t i c i p a t e .  I f  the i n i t i a l  venture  
proved successf ul  the Bureau planned to canvas the e n t i r e  
West to promote the s e t t l e m e n t  of  an a d d i t i o n a l  50 , 000  acres  
of  1 and. ^
Despi t e  the l e a d e r s h i p  of  P a r k e r ,  Lyles and Adams,  
the League' s grandi ose plans never  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  However,  
the emergence of  the Minnesota P r o t e c t i v e  and I n d u s t r i a l  
League in 1887 was a s i g n i f i c a n t  mi l es t one  in the p o l a r i z a t i o n  
of  black awareness in Mi nnesota .  Al though the League' s  
o b j e c t i v e s  appear  s p e c u l a t i v e  and i m p r a c t i c a l ,  they were not  
t o t a l l y  i l l o g i c a l  and r epr esent ed  the most pr ogr es s i v e  
thoughts of  i t s  l e a d e r s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i t  would have been more 
advantageous f o r  the southern b l ack man to improve his f i n a n ­
c i a l  s t a t u s  by moving North where the same amount o f  e f f o r t  
would reward him wi t h  a g r e a t e r  income and degree of  economic  
s e c u r i t y  than could be obt a i ned  in the South.  More impor ­
t a n t l y ,  he could r a i s e  a f a m i l y  and enjoy  the p r i v i l e g e s  o f  
c i t i z e n s h i p  w i t h o u t  f e a r  of  i n t i m i d a t i o n  or  phys i ca l  c o e r c i o n .  
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  s e t t l i n g  such a l a r g e  
number of  mi grants  could not  have been over l ooked by such a 
p o l i t i c i a n  as John Adams. An i n f l u x  o f  southern blacks  
would have measurably s t r engt hened the Negro vote in  
Minnesota and c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  they might  have succeeded in
^ The Western A p p e a l , December 24,  1887.
e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
Moreover ,  such a p o t e n t i a l  block o f  votes might  have
e v e n t u a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a balance of  power in  an o t her wi se
1 5Republ ican s t a t e .
Secondly ,  the League appeared to spawn out  o f  deep 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  the t r e a t me n t  of  the black e l e c t o r a t e  
by both p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  The Western Appeal  
expressed d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  wi t h  the Republ ican pa r t y  which 
began to d i s p l a y  signs o f  being embarrassed by the r a c i a l  
i ssue .  Al though the s t a t e  Republ icans s t i l l  l obb i e d  to 
r e t a i n  the black v o t e ,  they no l onger  demonstrated an 
i n c l i n a t i o n  to suppor t  the b l ack  man in the defense of  his  
r i g h t s .  To r e s i s t  a c t i v e l y  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e ­
ment and s e g r e g a t i o n ,  John Adams deemed i t  e x pe d i e n t  t h a t  the 
black community bind themselves i n t o  a league f o r  the mutual  
defense of  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  The a l t e r n a t i v e s  were obvious to 
a l l  .
I t  is a ma t t e r  f o r  c o n j e c t u r e  whether  the Minnesota  
P r o t e c t i v e  and I n d u s t r i a l  League was i n i t i a t e d  in response to 
a c a l l  i ssued by T.  Thomas For t une ,  e d i t o r  o f  the New York 
Freeman, in June of  1887 f o r  a f e d e r a t i o n  of  nor t her n  A f r o -
1 5Henry Lee Moon, aut hor  of  Balance of  Power: The
Negro Vote (New York:  Doubleday,  1948)  di scusses a t  l engt h
the at tempts by Negro l e a d e r s h i p  in the 1880 ' s  to forge the 
bl ack e l e c t o r a t e  in the North i n t o  a p o l i t i c a l  u n i t .  I t  was 
commonly b e l i e v e d  by advocates t h a t  i f  such a plan succeeded,  
the black vote might  make a d i f f e r e n c e  in close e l e c t i o n s  
e x p e c i a l l y  in l a r g e  urban cent ers  wi t h  a high c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
of  b l a c ks .
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American o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  For tune proposed t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in t h i s  P r o t e c t i v e  League would r e t a i n  t h e i r
autonomy but  would ac t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  in compel l i ng p o l i t i c i a n s
to rev iew the gr i evances  of  blacks and to f o r c e  the n a t i o n a l
p a r t i e s  to acqu i r e  new r e s p e c t  f o r  the Af ro - Amer i can  
1 fie l e c t o r a t e .  In August  and September 1887,  Fortune pub­
l i s h e d  in the New York Freeman a l engt hy  t r e a t i s e  d i scuss i ng  
in d e t a i l  the need f o r  u n i t y  and d e l i n e a t i n g  a plan of  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  which subsequent l y  became the f ou ndat i on  of  
the Af r o - Amer i can  League.  This  plan was e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  
r e c e i v e d  by some groups and sever a l  P r o t e c t i v e  Leagues were 
i mmedi a t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d . ^  I t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  John Adams 
and o t h e r  convent ion l e a d e r s  who c a l l e d  the Minnesota  
P r o t e c t i v e  and I n d u s t r i a l  League i n t o  being were c ogn i z an t  
of  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  development ,  y e t  t her e  is no formal  p r o o f .  
G e n e r a l l y ,  the c a l l  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t e d  league was 
somewhat premature and the c a l l  f o r  u n i t y  did not  f i n d  
f r u i t i o n  u n t i l  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  the Af ro - Amer i can League 
in 1 8 8 9 . 18
Fortune r e i t e r a t e d  his c a l l  f o r  b l ack  u n i t y  in the 
f a l l  o f  1889 and proposed t h a t  a n a t i o n a l  convent ion of  A f r o -  
Americans meet in Chicago in January o f  1890.  As e a r l y  as
1 fi L e s l i e  H. F i she l  J r .  "The Negro in Nor thern  
P o l i t i c s ,  1870-1890"  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Rev i ew, 
Vol .  42 (December,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  p”! 484.
^ P e n n ,  The Af r o - Amer i can  P r e s s , p. 525- 526 .
1 8 1b i d . , p. 526.
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October  o f  1889 The Appeal  announced an impending conference
of  black men in Chicago to form a "Colored Men's Na t i ona l  
1 9League. "  As more d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  became a v a i l a b l e
a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i nc r eased in the community.  A number of
black men i n c l u d i n g  John Adams se i zed  the i n i t i a t i v e  by
meet ing October  25,  1889 in the o f f i c e  o f  F. L. McGhee, a
S a i n t  Paul b lack  l awy er .  A f t e r  l engthy  d i scuss ion they
issued a c a l l  through The Appeal  f o r  a mass meet ing o f  A f r o -
20Americans to c ons i der  the f or mat i on  of  such a l eague.
The community responded e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  and a
l a r g e  number of  co l or ed  c i t i z e n s  met a t  the Market  Hal l  on
October  31,  1889 and desi gnat ed themselves the Af r o - Amer i can
League of  S a i n t  Pa u l ,  Minnesota No. 1. John Adams was
chosen to c h a i r  the f i r s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  meet ing.  He
e x p l a i n e d  the o b j e c t i v e s  of  the League and read a proposed
c o n s t i t u t i o n  modeled a f t e r  t h a t  developed by For tune.  An
e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o l l o we d  and Rober t  E. Anderson was
e l e c t e d  as the League' s  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t .  F. L.  McGhee,
John Adams, J.  K. H i l y a r d ,  T.  H. Ly les  and A l l e n  French
were e l e c t e d  to the e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee,  and The Appeal
21des i gnat ed as the o f f i c i a l  organ o f  the League.  In 
compl iance wi t h  the c a l l  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  convent ion i t  was
^ The Appeal  , October  19,  1889.
2 0 I b i d . , October  26,  1889.
I b i d .  , November 4 ,  1889;  December 14,  1889.
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decided to send de l e ga t e s  to Chicago.  At  a meet ing held a t
St .  James Church on January 6,  1890 Adams and McGhee were
e l e c t e d  as de l ega t es  to the f i r s t  Af r o - Amer i can  League 
22c o n v e n t i o n .
The Na t i ona l  Af r o - Amer i can  League convened in Chicago
on January 1 5,  1 890 wi t h  rep r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t wenty- one
s t a t e s  a t t e n d i n g  i t s  opening sess i on .  The Reverend J.  C. Pr i ce
of  L i v i ngs  ton C o l l e g e ,  Ncr th C a r o l i n a  was e l e c t e d  the body's
f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  wi t h  T.  Thomas Fortune desi gnat ed as League
s e c r e t a r y .  Both Adams and McGhee were placed on the League' s
e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee.  The e s t a b l i s h me n t  o f  the Na t i ona l
Af r o - Amer i can  League was an unprecedented step in the d i r e c t i o n
o f  n a t i o n a l  black awareness and s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  I t  rep re -
sented the f i r s t  a t t e mpt  o f  Af ro - Amer i cans  to ob t a i n  through
the cour t s  t h a t  which proved u n a t t a i n a b l e  through p o l i t i c a l  
2 3a f f i l i a t i o n .  Yet  d e s p i t e  i t s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  begi nni ng the
League was t orn asunder  by i n t e r n a l  problems and the l ack
of  st rong l e a d e r s h i p .  Moreover ,  i t  l acked f unds,  mass suppor t
and acceptance by race l e a d e r s .  By 1893 the n a t i o n a l  body
24as we l l  as i t s  l oca l  chapter s  were de f un c t .
^  I b i d . , January 1 1 , 1890.
^ P e n n ,  The Af r o - Amer i can  P r e s s , p. 5 32 - 53 3 ;  F i s h e l ,  
"The Negro in Nor thern P o l i t i c s " ,  pp. 310-312 .
2 4August  M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in America 1880-1915  
(Ann Ar bor :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f M i c h i g  an Press , 1968)  , p~! 1 30;
Emma Lou Thornbrough,  "The Na t i o n a l  Af ro - Amer i can League 
1887-1908"  Journal  o f  Southern H i s t o r y  Vol .  XXVI I  (November,  
1961 ) , p. 501 .
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The Af r o - Amer i can  League of  S a i n t  Pau l ,  Minnesota  
No. 1. began i t s  membership d r i v e  wi t h  a bur s t  o f  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n a l  development .  An a t t e mpt  was made to draw the e n t i r e  
bl ack community in S a i n t  Paul i n t o  the League and r e l a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s .  As the o f f i c i a l  organ of  the S a i n t  Paul League,  
The Appeal  publ i shed no t i c e s  of  League meet ings and d e t a i l e d  
coverage of  the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  In t ime a d d i t i o n a l
leagues were e s t a b l i s h e d  in M i n n e a p o l i s ,  S t i l l w a t e r ,  Du l u t h ,
25F a r i b a u l t ,  Anoka and in o t h e r  c o u n t i e s .  Before the l o c a l
chapters  throughout  the s t a t e  began to l angui sh one s t a t e
2 6convent i on was held in Mi nneapol i s  i n May of  1891.
Ea r l y  in 1891 the S a i n t  Paul League,  in a formal
p e t i t i o n  submi t ted to the n a t i o n a l  body,  p r o t e s t ed  the
proposed meet ing of  the Second Na t i ona l  Af ro-Amer i can League
Convent ion in K n o x v i l l e ,  because of  Tennessee' s adopt ion of
a Separate Coach Act .  Desp i t e  the p r o t e s t  the convent ion
was held i n  Kn o x v i l l e  and the Minnesota d e l e g a t i o n  to the
convent ion was f orced to accept  "Jim CroW accommodations on
2 7the Tennessee r a i l w a y .  A f t e r  the convent ion the A f r o -  
American League made immediate p r e p a r a t i o n s  to t e s t  the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  of  the law.  L o c a l l y ,  John Adams in an 
e d i t o r i a l  appear i ng in The Appea1 p u b l i c i z e d  the i n j u s t i c e  
of  the law and commented:
2 5Spang l e r ,  The Negro in M i n n e s o t a , p . 79; The Appeal  , 
May 16 , 1891.
26The Appeal  , May 23,  1891 .
27 Spa ng l e r ,  The Negro in M i n n e s o t a , p. 79.
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The separ a t e  car  b i l l  which was r e c e n t l y  enacted  
i n  Tennessee has r a i s e d  a storm o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  
throughout  the count ry  i n  which both the Colored and 
f a i r - m i n d e d  whi t e  people j o i n .  The Af ro - Amer i can  
c i t i z e n s  of  Minnesota have taken the l ead in s t a r t i n g  
a fund to t e s t  the law and in hol d i ng a mass meet ing  
to express t h e i r  condemnat ion and i n d i g n a t i o n .28
A mass meet ing was held a t  P i l g r i m  B a p t i s t  Church out  of
which the Minnesota C i t i z e n s  C i v i l  Rights Committee was
formed.  This commit tee a s s i s t e d  the l o c a l  Af ro - Amer i can
League in r a i s i n g  funds to t e s t  the l e g a l i t y  of  the Separate
Coach Act  in Tennessee.  Despi t e  t h e i r  c oor d i na t e d  e f f o r t  the
29law was not  over thrown.  Undaunted by f a i l u r e ,  the C i t i z e n s
C i v i l  Rights  Committee a l so at tempt ed to r a i s e  funds f o r  the
30t e s t i n g  of  a s i m i l a r  case in Oklahoma.
The a t t empt  to cha l l e nge  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  of  
the Separat e  Coach Acts r epresent ed the l a s t  major  l ega l  
under t ak i ng  by League members in S a i n t  Paul f o r  severa l  
y e a r s .  D i s i l l u s i o n e d  by t h e i r  r epeated f a i l u r e s  in c our t  to 
stem the r i s i n g  t i d e  of  racism and by the general  impotence  
of  the n a t i o n a l  body,  the S a i n t  Paul League and C i t i z e n ' s  
commit tee began to l angui sh  by 1893.
A c r i t i c a l  exami nat i on of  The Appeal  1 s e d i t o r i a l  page 
dur ing the years o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p r o t e s t  1887-1895  
r ev e a l s  one i n e x p l i c a b l e  f a c t .  Despi t e  the p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  
l oca l  l eagues and ad hoc commit tees to combat r a c i a l
28The Appeal  , June 27,  1891.
29 Spa ng l e r ,  The Negro in M i n n e s o t a , p. 79.
3DThe Appeal  , September 12,  1891.
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i n j u s t i c e s ,  t here  was no apparent  or gani zed c o u n t e r - t h r e a t  
by whi t es  to depr i ve  Af ro-Amer i cans  of  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  N e i t h e r  
the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  nor c i t y  government  a t  t h i s  t ime  
at tempt ed to impose o v e r t  s e gr e ga t i on  or  d i s e n f r a nc h i s e me nt  
upon i t s  col ored c i t i z e n r y .  Cour t  cases o t h e r  than Hazel  v . 
Foley Brothers i n v o l v i n g  a l l e g e d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  acts  
r epr esen t ed  i n d i v i d u a l  acts of  i n d i s c r e t i o n  r a t h e r  than a 
group movement.  Yet  i t  i s d i f f i c u l t  to d i scer n  whether  t h i s  
s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s  was a t t r i b u t a b l e  to an a l e r t  and vocal  
black community or  i n d i f f e r e n t  wh i t e s .  The l ack  of  o v e r t  
h o s t i l i t i e s  between the races in S a i n t  Paul might  e x p l a i n  
why the var i ous  leagues and commit tees e s t a b l i s h e d  by blacks  
became i n a c t i v e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
perhaps why southern bl acks were encouraged to mi gr a t e  to 
the s t a t e .
Lacking l oc a l  issues to champion The Appeal  o s t e n s i ­
b l y  embraced l a r g e r  i ssues of  n a t i o n a l  concern to the race.  
Li kewi se  the community expressed an av i d  i n t e r e s t  in the 
a f f a i r s  of  Negroes n a t i o n a l l y .  This is demonstrated by 
t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to c o l l e c t  sums of  money to f i g h t  p r o s c r i p ­
t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  e l sewher e .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  p r o t e c t i v e  leagues in the Twin C i t i e s  was 
prompted more by a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in the s t a t u s  of  the Negro 
n a t i o n a l l y  than an ac t ua l  t h r e a t  to t h e i r  w e l f a r e  l o c a l l y ;  
a f a c t  demonstrable as l a t e  as the f i r s t  decade o f  the 
T we nt i e t h  c e n t u r y .  An example of  the communi ty's concern
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n a t i o n a l l y  f o r  race p r i d e  and awareness was the founding of  
the John Brown Monument As s o c i a t i o n  in 1894.
Af ro - Amer i cans  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  John Brown's 
r a i d  upon the government  a rsena l  a t  Ha r pe r ' s  Fer r y  on 
October  16,  1859 was an u n s e l f i s h  and compassionate ac t  on 
b e h a l f  of  an oppressed peopl e .  Al though his e f f o r t  ended in  
martyrdom a t  Char l es  Town, V i r g i n i a  on December 2,  1859,  the 
meaning o f  his s a c r i f i c e  was l o s t  i n  the ensuing s t r u g g l e  
to preserve  the Union.  T h i r t y - f i v e  years  a f t e r  his death  
John Brown's grave s i t e  a t  North E l b a ,  Essex County,  New 
York remained v i r t u a l l y  unmarked and n e g l e c t e d .  In August  
of  1894 The Appeal  supported a d r i v e  to e r e c t  a monument  
a t  John Brown's grave on b e h a l f  o f  a g r a t e f u l l y  emancipated  
people .
The John Brown Monument A s s o c i a t i o n  was i n c o r p o r a t e d
August  17,  1894.  I t s  o b j e c t  was to s o l i c i t  funds n a t i o n a l l y
among Af ro-Amer i cans  f o r  the e r e c t i o n  o f  a marble s h a f t  a t
31the grave s i t e .  On August  25,  1894 the f i r s t  i n  a s e r i e s  
of  fund r a i s i n g  concer t s  was held a t  S t .  James Church.  At  
t h a t  program John Adams, s e c r e t a r y  of  the movement,  announced 
the i n t e n t  of  the A s s o c i a t i o n  to s o l i c i t  two d o l l a r s  from 
each of  the f i v e  thousand black B a p t i s t  congregat i ons  in
31 A r t i c l e s  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  the John Brown Monu­
ment A s s o c i a t i o n  of  S a i n t  Pau l ,  Mi nnesot a ,  Depar tment  of  
the Se c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ,  S a i n t  Pau l ,  Minnesota August  17,  1894,  
L - 2 2 6 5 ;  Edward Wade Papers 1869 - 1900,  Document c o l l e c t i o n ,  
Minnesota H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .
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the n a t i o n .  In a c i r c u l a r  addressed to the bl ack  congre­
ga t i ons  of  the na t i on  the A s s o c i a t i o n  asked t h a t  Sunday,  
October  16,  1894 be s e t  as i de  f o r  memorial  s e r v i c es  i n  honor  
of  John Brown. Donat ions c o l l e c t e d  were then to be forwarded
to the c e n t r a l  fund in S a i n t  Paul .  Twenty- thousand d o l l a r s
32was a n t i c i p a t e d  f rom t h i s  a pp e a l .
Support  f rom the n a t i o n ' s  b l ack  r e l i g i o u s  bodies  
never  reached the a n t i c i p a t e d  l e v e l .  As l a t e  as 1896 Amanda 
L y l e s ,  w i f e  of  T.  H. Lyl es and p r e s i d e n t  of  the A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
was stumping the na t i on  to r a l l y  suppor t  f o r  the p r o j e c t .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  l oca l  i n t e r e s t  in the monument seemed to have 
waned a f t e r  1896.  Al though Amanda Lyles did r e c e i v e  suppor t  
f rom sever a l  n a t i o n a l  b l ack  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i t  i s unknown 
whet her  the p r o j e c t  as concei ved and l a t e r  a l t e r e d  was ever  
re a 1 i ze d . ^
The cont r ove r s y  gener a t ed  i n  the Af ro - Amer i can  
community over  the Supreme C o u r t ' s  de c i s i o n  in P1 e s s e.y v.
Fergeson in 1 896 o s t e n s i b l y  overshadowed the e f f o r t  to e r e c t  
a monument to the dead.  Elsewhere in the North Blacks were 
g i r d i n g  themselves f o r  a l a r g e r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ;  a s t r u g g l e  
to r e s i s t  the encroachment  o f  jde j u r e  s e gr e ga t i on  in t h e i r
^ The Appeal  , September 1 , 1894.
33Amendment to A r t i c l e s  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  the John 
Brown Monument A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S a i n t  Pau l ,  Mi nnesot a ,  D e p a r t ­
ment o f  S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ,  S a i n t  Pau l ,  Minnesota March 26,  
1896,  P- 2538;  The W o r l d , May 16 , 1896 ; The Appeal  ,
September 1,  1900;  September 8 ,  1900;  October  6,  1900.
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r e s p e c t i v e  communi t i es.  Out of* the South a new voice was 
heard which was a l t e r n a t e l y  to dominate Negro t hought  in  
America f o r  the next  twenty y e a r s .  Booker T.  Washington and 
his phi l osophy of  "accommodation" e v e n t u a l l y  i nvo l ved  
John Adams, The Appeal  and o t h e r  exponents of  p r o t e s t  in a 
s t r u g g l e  whose outcome i n f l u e n c e d  the course o f  the black  
p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n  in the Un i t ed  S t a t e s .
CHAPTER IV
"Moses of  His People"
As the r e s u l t  of  his address a t  the A t l a n t a
Ex p o s i t i o n  in September 1895,  Booker T.  Washington was
accl a imed by the whi t e  press and n a t i o n a l  l eader s  as the
l e a d i n g  exponent  o f  Negro a f f a i r s  in the Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  By
expounding upon the gospel  o f  w e a l t h ,  de n i a l  of  s oc i a l
e q u a l i t y  c u l mi n a t i n g  in an appeal  f o r  r a c i a l  p r i d e  and s e l f -
he l p through economic and moral  devel opment ,  Washington
succeeded in ma n i p u l a t i n g  every  symbol and myth dear  to the
m a j o r i t y  of  Americans b l ack  and w h i t e . ^  Washington' s wide
acceptance by both races was a t t r i b u t e d  to his b e l i e f  in
"accommodat ion,"  an emphasis upon i n d u s t r i a l  educat i on and
c u l t i v a t i o n  of  personal  p r i de  and t h r i f t  f o r  the bl ack man
2wi t h  a cor respondi ng de-emphasis upon c i v i l  r i g h t s .
Washington,  a s o u t h e r n e r ,  i d e n t i f i e d  the black cause wi t h
the economic development  o f  the South.  He expressed
s e c t i o n a l  l o y a l t y ,  promoted i n t e r r a c i a l  harmony,  and played
down r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  and a t r o c i t i e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t
3
bl acks by southern w h i t e s .
 ^M e i e r , Negro Thought  in  Amer i ca , pp. 100 - 106 .
2 I b i d . , p. 103.
31 b 1 d . , p . 1 06 .
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Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Negroes,  Washington' s  
i n d u s t r i a l  school  endowed by nor t h er n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s ,  was 
a v i s ua l  embodiment o f  his ph i l osophy .  Tuskegee produced 
a s t a b l e  black l a bo r  f o r c e  by t each i ng manual s k i l l s  neces­
sary f o r  r u r a l  l i v i n g  as we l l  as s e mi - p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s  
necessary f o r  the emerging i n d u s t r i a l  South.  I n d u s t r i a l  
t r a i n i n g  a l so produced a s t a b l e  c l ass  o f  people who accepted  
middle c lass  v i r t u e s  i n c l u d i n g  d o c i l i t y ,  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f
southern Negroes long admired by both nor t her n  p h i l a n t h r o -
4
p i s t s  and whi t e  s ou t h e r n e r s .
As p r e s i d e n t  of  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  Washington had 
access to vast  f i n a n c i a l  r e s e r v o i r s  and i n f l u e n t i a l  c i r c l e s  
of  whi t e  f r i e n d s .  These elements were the basis o f  the  
power and p r e s t i g e  t h a t  he en j oyed.  Washington used t h i s  
power to s t i f l e  o p po s i t i o n  to his l e a d e r s h i p .  His unceasing  
c r i t i c i s m  of  academic educat i on and overemphasis of  the  
mer i t s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g  e v e n t u a l l y  a l i e n a t e d  the  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  black l e a d e r s .  I f  cont a i ned  to the South,  
Washi ngton' s  phi l osophy might  not  have met the storm of  
p r o t e s t  t h a t  i t  aroused among nor t her n  blacks nor come to 
such an i gnobl e  end be f or e  his death in 1915.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
a determined e f f o r t  was made by wh i t e  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  and 
some black l eader s  to f o i s t  the Tuskegee Phi losophy and the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Booker T.  Washington upon the e n t i r e  bl ack
^ I bi d . ,  p . 93.
54
po p u l a t i o n  of  the n a t i o n .  Because of  his c l ose  i d e n t i f i c a ­
t i o n  wi t h  southern i n t e r e s t s ,  many nor t her n  Blacks viewed 
Washington and his Tuskegee Phi losophy w i t h  s u s p i c i o n .  His 
at tempt s  to achi eve  a p o s i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  hegemony over  
the black movement de s p i t e  his f a i l u r e  to a g i t a t e  f o r  Negro 
r i g h t s  and his s i l e n c e  on the a t r o c i t i e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t
southern blacks placed him in d i s f a v o r  wi t h  a growing vocal
5
segment of  the bl ack p o p u l a t i o n .
Commenting upon the a c t i v i t i e s  of  the Tuskegeean,  
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ,  e d i t o r  of  the Boston Guardian and 
the most v i t r i o l i c  c r i t i c  of  Washington quest i oned:
To what  end w i l l  your  vaunt i ng ambi t i on  hur l  
i t s e l f ?  Does not  the f e a r  o f  f u t u r e  hate and 
e x e c r a t i o n ,  does not  the sacred r i g h t s  and hopes o f  
a s u f f e r i n g  r a c e ,  in no wise move you? The col ored  
people see and understand you: They know t h a t  you
have marked t h e i r  very f reedom f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and 
y e t ,  they endure you a l most  w i t h o u t  murmer.  0 
t i me s ,  0 e v i l  days,  upon which we have f a l l e n . °
T r o t t e r  was l a t e r  quoted as saying t h a t  " i t s  bad enough to
be enslaved by wh i t e  men . . . w i t h o u t  being put  under the
5
In a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  Louis R. Har lan at tempts to 
di spe l  the r a t h e r  n e g a t i v e  image of  Booker T.  Washington.  
Har lan suggests t h a t  d e s p i t e  Washington' s  apparent  adherence  
to southern accommodat ionism, he was working c o v e r t l y  
a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and d i s e n f r a n c h i s e me n t .  The seeming 
monol i th  in  Negro a f f a i r s ,  accordi ng to H a r l a n ,  was in  
r e a l i t y  a many f  acetediRma n who waged a p r i v a t e  and unrecorded  
b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  p r o s c r i p t i o n  in the South.  (Louis R. 
H a r l a n ,  "Booker T.  Washi ngton, "  American H i s t o r i c a l  Review 
Vol .  75 No. 6 ,  October  19 7 0 ) .
^ E l l i o t t  M. Rudwick,  W. E. B. DuBois Pr opagandi s t  
of  the Negro P r o t e s t  (New York:  Athenium Press,  1968,
p. 65.
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thra ldom of  a N e g r o . B y  1915 Washington had f a l l e n  i n t o  
d i s f a v o r  wi t h  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  the bl ack  p o p u l a t i o n .
P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  d e s p i t e  his background,  educa t i on  and 
pos t u r i n g  on c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  John Adams had been a f i r m  
admi rer  and suppor t e r  of  Booker T.  Washington f o r  sever a l  
y e a r s .  His f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  Washington appears to be wi t h  
the man and his work r a t h e r  than Washington' s  ph i l osophy .  
Al though he d i sagreed wi t h  the e x t e ns i on  of  Washington' s  
phi l osophy in the No r t h ,  Adams viewed Tuskegee as a p o s i t i v e
o
e du c a t i o na l  program f o r  the Negro in the South.  The 
e d i t o r  of  The Appeal  cont i nued to suppor t  Booker T.
Washington u n t i l  1903 when Washington' s  abso l ut i sm over  
r a c i a l  a f f a i r s  and f a i l u r e  to speak out  f o r c e f u l l y  on 
southern i n j u s t i c e s  seems to have given the e d i t o r  second 
t h o u g h t s .
I n i t i a l l y  The Appeal  h a i l e d  Booker T.  Washi ngton' s  
ascendency to n a t i o n a l  a cc l a i m and defended him a g a i n s t  
would-be c r i t i c s .  In a l engt hy  e d i t o r i a l  i n  The Appeal  o f  
J u l y  3,  1897,  John Adams commented upon a r e c e n t  r e c e p t i o n  
tendered to Washington by the Af ro - Amer i cans  of  Chicago:
^Stephen R. Fox,  The Guardian o f  Boston:  W i l l i a m
Monroe T r o t t e r  (New York:  Atheneum Press , 1970)  , 40.
o
As ment ioned e a r l i e r ,  Adams l e n t  his suppor t  to any 
i n d i v i d u a l  or  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which held r a c i a l  u p l i f t  as a 
basi c  premise,  Adams' a t t r a c t i o n  to Booker T.  Washington  
and subsequent  suppor t  o f  the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  i s under ­
s t andab l e  in t h i s  c o n t e x t .  Yet  what  remains i n e x p l i c a b l e  
was Adams' t enac i ous  defense of  the Tuskegeean d e s p i t e  
evi dence o f  Washington' s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  use o f  power f o r  
personal  ends,  a f a c t  which a l i e n a t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  
of  the race press from hi s  f o l l o w i n g .
56
I t  i s  indeed g r a t i f y i n g  to those o f  the r a c e s who 
have been f a r - s i g h t e d  to a p p r i c a t e  [ s i c ]  P r o f .  
Washington' s  accompl ishments in i t s  b e h a l f  i n  the 
past  t h a t  so f i t t i n g  a t e s t i m o n i a l  should be pai d  
t h e i r  champion by so l a r g e  a number o f  r e p r e s e n ­
t a t i v e  A f r o - Ame r i c a n s .  There have been many harsh 
and un j us t  t h i ngs  sa i d  a g a i n s t  Washington - born of  
p e t t y  j e a l o u s l y  - through the voices of  p r e s s ,  p u l p i t ,  
and w o u l d - b e - 1 e a d e r s h i p . He has met obs t a c l e s  o f  
discouragement  from those he was s t r i v i n g  to 
b e n e f i t  . . . The whi t e  peopl e ,  North and South,  
b e l i e v e  in him and his work.  He is doing much 
toward cement ing the f r i e n d s h i p  between the educated  
and s k i l l e d  Af ro - Amer i can and the Southern whi t e  
man . . . The race sooner  or  l a t e r  must accept  
Booker T.  Washington as i t s  n a t u r a l  l e a d e r  - "the  
moses o f  his p e o p l e , "  as he i s c a l l e d  down in the  
" b l a c k b e l t "  o f  A l abama. 9
A c c o r d i n g l y ,  The Appeal  publ i shed a Tuskegee column
f o r  sever a l  years  and gave high p r i o r i t y  to adver t i sement s
and events sur roundi ng Booker T.  Washington and Tuskegee
I n s t i t u t e .  However,  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  began to cool  a f t e r
1903.  Responding to c r i t i c i s m  l e v e l e d  at  The Appeal  by
c r i t i c s  o f  Washington and in  an apparent  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n
wi t h  the Tuskegeean' s  f a i l u r e  to defend the i n t e r e s t  of  the
race in the South,  The Appeal  in October  o f  1903 publ i shed
a p l a t f o r m  o f  i t s  personal  b e l i e f s  and s t a t e d  t h a t :
We [ The Appeal  ] hereby r e a f f i r m  our d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to 
cont i nue  the b a t t l e  f o r  every  r i g h t  to which we are  
j u s t l y  e n t i t l e d ,  as good c i t i z e n s  l o y a l  to the f l a g ,  
and come what  may, we w i l l  never  gi ve  up the cont en­
t i o n  f o r  abso l u t e  j u s t i c e  and a bso l u t e  e q u a l i t y  under  
the l aw.  THE APPEAL does not  c ons i de r  Mr.  Washington 
the n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r ,  f o r  the r a c e ,  as a 
body,  a b s o l u t e l y  re f uses  to be l e d .  F r e d e r i c k  
Douglass came n e a r e r  to what  the i dea l  race l e a d e r  
should be than any Af r o - Amer i can  who ever  l i v e d ,  y e t  
he was a s s a i l e d  by a lmost  the e n t i r e  race press o f
^The Appeal  , J u l y  3,  1897.
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his day.  THE APPEAL t h i nks  f o r  i t s e l f .  Our p l a t ­
form was made bef or e  we met Mr.  Washington and 
i t  has never  changed.  No a s s o c i a t i o n  wi t h  him or  
any o t h e r  man has a f f e c t e d  our p o s i t i o n  on the  
f o r e go i n g  fundamental  p r i n c i p i e s .10
L a t e r  the d i f f e r e n c e s  between Washington and Adams
became i r r e v o c a b 1e . S h o r t l y  be f or e  Washi ngton' s  death in
1915 The Appeal  p r i n t e d  what  appeared to be an i n d i r e c t
a t t a c k  on Washington and his southern s u p p o r t e r s .  In t h i s
a r t i c l e  Adams s t a t e d :
The Appeal  approves of  every  word o f  the r e p r i n t e d  
e d i t o r i a l  f rom the Chicago Tr i bune  and wishes to add 
a few words o f  e x c o r i a t i o n  o f  the con t empt i b l e  curs 
who c o n t i n u a l l y  p r a i s e  the Southern people and 
condone many of  t h e i r  infamous a c t s .  I t  is not  only  
contemptabl e  but  c r i m i n a l .  The ex t e ns i on  o f  race  
p r e j u d i c e  i n  the North has been g r e a t l y  a i ded by 
these f i ends  i n  human form who have been pa i d in  
cash or the a p p e l l a t i o n  o f  "good negro" to laud the  
b r u t a l ,  barbar ous ,  unhuman, u n c h r i s t i a n ,  un-Amer ican  
So ut h . ' 1
When Booker T.  Washington died in November 1915 The Appeal
c a r r i e d  no e d i t o r i a l  eu l ogy .  In f a c t  the event  went  f o r  the
most p a r t  unnot iced except  f o r  an announcement o f  a memorial
1 2s e r v i c e  f o r  the f a l l e n  l e a d e r  a t  one o f  the l oc a l  churches.
I t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  these two men from d i s s i m i l a r  
backgrounds should e v e n t u a l l y  d i s a gr e e  as to the means by 
which the black man would achi eve  his s a l v a t i o n .  John Adams 
came from a r e f i n e d  p a t r i a r c h i a l  C h r i s t i a n  home of  f r e e
1 0 I b i d . , October  29,  1903.  
11 I b i d . , October  2 ,  1915.
^  I b i d . , November 20,  1915.
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parent s  wi th some means. He was educated in nor t her n  
p r i v a t e  school s ,  had gr aduated f rom c o l l e g e  and had served  
his a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  in a Republ i can r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  government .  
Adams was an a s t u t e  p o l i t i c i a n  who b e l i e v e d  more in the 
power o f  the b a l l o t  than in C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s ,  moral  u p b r i n g ­
ing or  i n d i v i d u a l  p u r s u i t  o f  wea l t h  as a means of  o b t a i n i n g  
Af r o- Amer i can  r i g h t s .  Al though s har i ng  the same p h i l o s o p h ­
i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  as W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ,  Adams, because of  
his age,  l acked the a s s e r t i v e n e s s  and apparent  ar rogance of  
the Boston e d i t o r .
Booker T.  Washington was a product  of  the South.
Born in s l a v e r y  he never  knew his f a t h e r  ( a l l e g e d l y  a wh i t e
1 3man) and was r a i s e d  by an uneducated and overworked mother .
He r ec e i v e d  his educa t i on  in the aus t e r e  and p u r i t a n
envi ronment  o f  Hampton I n s t i t u t e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  where he was
t a ught  t h a t  t h r i f t ,  i n d u s t r y  and C h r i s t i a n  c h a r a c t e r  would
14win the Negro success in l i f e .  These el ements formed the
core of  Washi ngton' s  s e l f - h e l p  phi l osophy expressed abl y  in
1 5hi s  work a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  Washington deprecated  
p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  as a means o f  ach i e v i ng  
Af r o - Amer i can  r i g h t s .  I n s t e a d  he urged his f o l l o w e r s  to 
a cqu i r e  s k i l l s  and accumulate w e a l t h ,  r a t i o n a 1i z i n g  t h a t :
1 3Booker T.  Washington,  Up From S l a v e r y  as r e p r i n t e d  
i n  Three Negro C l a s s i c s  (New York:  Avon Books,  1 9 6 8 ) ,
p. 29,  30,  43.
1 4 I b i d . , p; 16,  6 0 - 6 7 .
1 5M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A m e r i c a , p . 103.
59
I t  i s not  w i t h i n  the providence of  human nat ur e  
t h a t  a man who is i n t e l l i g e n t  and v i r t u o u s  and 
owns and c u l t i v a t e s  the best  farm i n his county  
s h a l l  very long be denied the proper  r espec t  and 
cons i d e r a t i  ons . ^
The e d i t o r  of  The Appeal  had always he l d  t h a t  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  and a c t i v e  a g i t a t i o n  were necessary f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n  
of  the bl ack  man's r i g h t s  and improvement  o f  his c o n d i t i o n .  
Adams f u r t h e r  ma i n t a i ned  t h a t  a v o t e l ess  man had no r i g h t s  
which people would r e s p e c t .  Moreover ,  r a c i a l  g r i e v a n c e s ,  
accordi ng to Adams, would be r i g h t e d  only  by p r o t e s t .  
Washington was quick  to remind Blacks t h a t  "convent i ons and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  whose aims were to redress c e r t a i n  gr i evances  
were ' r i g h t  and p r o p e r ' ,  though they should not  be the  
c h i e f  r e l i a n c e  o f  the race . . . He a l so po i n t ed  out
t h a t  "an inch o f  progress is  worth more than a ya r d  o f  
compl ai  n t ." ^
John Adams complained unceas i ng l y  a g a i n s t  Jim Crow 
l e g i s l a t i o n  in the South.  The Appeal  would p e r i o d i c a l l y  
remind southern Negroes t h a t  " t he r e  are c i rcumstances which 
may make i t  necessary f o r  Af ro - Amer i cans  to r i d e  in Jim
Crow cars o f  steam r a i l w a y ,  but  i t  i s  not  o f t e n  t her e  i s  any
1 9excuse f o r  being ' J imcrowed'  on the s t r e e t  cars - WALK." 
1 6 i b i d .
171b i d . ,  p.  107.
18 I b i d .
 ^^The Appeal  , June 18,  1904.
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In c o n t r a s t ,  the Tuskegeean would argue t h a t  "the o b j e c t i o n
to the Jim Crow Car was not  the s e p a r a t i o n  but  the inadequacy
of  the accommodat ions."  He f u r t h e r  counseled t h a t  " a l l
p a r t s  o f  the wor l d have t h e i r  own p e c u l i a r  customs and
p r e j u d i c e s .  For t h a t  reason i t  is a p a r t  o f  common sense to
20r esp ec t  them." When speaking o f  r a c i a l  a t r o c i t i e s  and
l ynch i ng  of  b lacks in the South,  Washington once s a i d ,  " the
custom of  burning human beings has become so common as
s c a r c e l y  to e x c i t e  i n t e r e s t  . . . There i s  no shadow of
excuse f o r  de pa r t ur e  from l e g a l  methods in the case of
21i n d i v i d u a l s  accused of  murder . "  When d i scuss i ng
" T i 11m a n i z a t i o n " of  Negroes in the South,  Adams o f t e n  became
e m o t i o n a l l y  v i o l e n t .  In one dr amat i c  e d i t o r i a l  o u t b u r s t  the
edi  t o r  demanded:
I s n ' t  i t  about  t ime f o r  the Colored people of  the 
South to take law i n t o  t h e i r  own hands and meet  
these h e l l i s h  heathens hal fway? Blood f o r  Blood.
I f  a col ored man i s  lynched who is g u i l t y  of  no 
cr ime whose l i f e  is safe? Every man should go 
armed and s e l l  his l i f e  as d e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e .
Blood f o r  B1ood . 22
John Adams' f a i l u r e  to de f i ne  a dequat e l y  his r e l a t i o n ­
ship w i t h  Booker T.  Washington in a d d i t i o n  to his close
20 M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A m e r i c a , p. 108.
2 1 I b i d . , p.  109 .
The ftppea1 , September 5,  1891.  " T i 11m a n i z a t i o n " 
was a word coined by John Adams in honor o f  " P i t c h f o r k "  Ben 
T i l l m a n  one t ime Governor  and Senator  from South C a r o l i n a  
whose d i a t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  blacks encouraged l awlessness and 
l y nc h i ng  as a s o l u t i o n  to the So u t h ’ s Negro problem.
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi t h  the pro-Washi ngton f or ces  i n  the A f r o -  
American Counci l  earned f o r  him the a p p e l a t i o n  of  " Booker i t e  
i n r a c i a l  c i r c l e s .  Yet  his r e j e c t i o n  of  Washington' s  
l e a d e r s h i p  in 1903 di d  not  i mmedi a t e l y  earn him a sea t  in  
the T r o t t e r - D u B o i s  f a c t i o n  of  the black movement.  U n f o r t u ­
n a t e l y ,  his past  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi t h  the Washington camp also  
cost  Adams an i n v i t a t i o n  to j o i n  in 1905 wi t h  o t h e r  l i k e -  
minded black men across the na t i on  in forming the Niagara  
Movement .
John Adams was c l o s e l y  a s s oc i a t ed  wi t h  the A f r o -
American League from i t s  i n c e p t i o n  in 1890.  The A f r o -
American League was r e v i v e d  in Rochest er ,  New York in
September o f  1898 by T.  Thomas Fortune and Al exander  Wal ters
a bishop o f  the A. M. E. Church.  The new o r g a n i z a t i o n  chose
the name the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  and was r e c o n s t i t u t e d  on
the same basis as the League.  The Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l
i n i t i a l l y  expounded the same phi l osophy and mai n t a i ned  the
2 3same c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  I t s  membership cons i s t ed
24o f  the most prominent  Af ro - Amer i can l eader s  o f  the day.
The Counci l  a l so r e t a i n e d  a l l  o f  the League' s g l a r i n g  
d e f i c i e n c i e s .  I t s  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  o f f i c e r s  and commit tees  
was too l a r g e  f o r  i t s  bourgeois base.  The l oc a l  chapters  
were few in number,  unorgani zed and not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of
2 3M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A me r i c a , p . 130.
24 Thornbrough,  "The Na t i ona l  Af r o - Amer i can  League,
p. 501.
the masses.  Moreover ,  the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  met in  
convent ion only once a y e a r  and remained dormant except  f o r
the a c t i v i t y  o f  i t s  e x e c u t i v e  commi t t ee ,  a c t u a l l y  a handful
*  26 of  men.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  acqu i r ed  
anot her  onus not  d i r e c t l y  bequeathed to i t  by the League:  
the pat ronage of  Booker T.  Washington.  Al though Washington  
never  held an o f f i c e  in the Counci l  and onl y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n . t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  his p r e s t i g e  
and i n f l u e n c e  was pe r v a s i ve  and to an i n c r e a s i n g  e x t e n t  
det ermi ned the C o u n c i l ' s  p o l i c y .  Washi ngton' s  r o l e  as deus 
ex ma ch i na in Counci l  a f f a i r s  i n j e c t e d  an e lement  of  
ambi gu i t y  about  the C o u n c i l ' s  purpose which e v e n t u a l l y  s p l i t  
the o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n t o  wa r r i ng  f a c t i o n s .  Al though i n i t i a t e d  
as a p r o t e s t  group,  by 1904 the C o u n c i l ,  expr ess ing f e a l t y  
towards Washington,  devolved i n t o  an exponent  o f  the 
Tuskegee c o n c i l i a t o r y  p h i l os o ph y .  The Af ro - Amer i can Counci l  
was r ec a p t u r ed  b r i e f l y  by the Niagara men bef or e  i t s  demise 
in 1 9 0 8 . 26
The c a l l  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  under the Af r o - Amer i can  
Counci l  did not  s t r i k e  a responsi ve  cord in Sa i n t  Paul .  The 
Appeal  , s k e p t i c a l  of  the smal l  a t tendance  at  the Rochester  
meet ing s t a t e d ,  " i t  is p o s s i b l e  to make the o r g a n i z a t i o n  a
^ The Appea 1 , January 31 , 1903.
o c
M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A m e r i c a , p . 176,  181;
Thornbrough,  "The Na t i o n a l  Af r o - Amer i can  League, "  p. 502.
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gr e a t  power in r i g h t i n g  the wrongs of  the r ace ,  but  t here
27must be more enthusiasm than shown a t  Ro c he s t e r . "
Undoubtedly ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  anot her  a b o r t i v e  a t t e mpt  a t  o r ga ­
n i z i n g  n a t i o n a l l y ,  John Adams, F. L. McGhee and o t her  bl ack  
l eader s  p r e f e r r e d  to work w i t h i n  t h e i r  own o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the 
American Law Enforcement  League of  Mi nnesota .  The American 
Law Enforcement  League was born out  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  expressed  
over  the l ynchi ng of  a black  postmaster  in South C a r o l i n a
and the general  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  of  the Federal  government  to
28c u r t a i l  l ynchi ng and l awl essness in the South.  The 
League' s o b j e c t i v e s  were "the enforcement  o f  l aw,  the 
suppressi on o f  l awl e s s n e s s ,  the mor a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  i ndus ­
t r i a l  and economic u p l i f t i n g  o f  the Af r o - Amer i can  of  the
29Uni t ed  S t a t e s . "  Membership was open to people of  a l l
r aces ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  or  creed who were in sympathy wi t h  the
e l e v a t i o n  o f  the A f r o - A m e r i c a n . A l e ga l  fund was e s t a b l i s h e d
and funds s o l i c i t e d  f o r  the p r os ec ut i on  in c our t  laws
30p r e j u d i c i a l  to bl ack  i n t e r e s t s .  Al though John Adams was 
e l e c t e d  the League' s  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  on June 12,  1898,  W i l l i a m
^ The A p p e a l , September 24,  1898.
o o
I b i d . , March 26,  1898;  June 18,  1898.  Postmaster  
F r a z i e r  Baker was shot  and k i l l e d  along w i t h  his i n f a n t  son 
w h i l e  t r y i n g  to escape his burni ng r es i dence  and o f f i c e  s e t  
,on f i r e  by r e s i d e n t s  o f  Lake C i t y .  His w i f e  and daughter  
were s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  in the a f f a i r .
29 The Twin C i t y  A me r i c a n , May 18,  1899.
3 0 i b i d .
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M o r r i s ,  a Mi nneapol i s  l a wy e r ,  is c r e d i t e d  wi t h  being the
31League' s  spokesman.
According to a v a i l a b l e  sources t he r e  seemed to be
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between the i n t e r e s t s  o f  the American
Law Enforcement  League and the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  in
S a i n t  Paul u n t i l  l a t e  1901.  Adams and McGhee, both members
of  the Law Enforcement  League,  a p p a r e n t l y  a t t ended the
second n a t i o n a l  convent i on o f  the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l
which was held in Chicago i n  August  o f  1899.  In subsequent
press r e l eases  concerni ng events and r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  the
Counci l  both de l ega t es  f rom Mi nnesota were l i s t e d  as
32members o f  the C o u n c i l ' s  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee.  Upon his
r e t u r n  f rom the convent i on Adams made no e f f o r t  to or gan i ze
a l oca l  c h a p t e r .  Yet  in the spr i ng  of  1900 the American
Law Enforcement  League,  suppor ted by The Appeal  , sponsored
an e n t e r t a i n m e n t  program and a mass meet ing to r a i s e  funds
f o r  the C o u n c i l ' s  c ou r t  t e s t  o f  the Loui s i ana s u f f e r a g e  
33laws.  On October  17,  1901 Bishop W a l t e r s ,  p r e s i d e n t  of  
the Na t i o n a l  Af r o - Amer i can  C o u n c i l ,  came to S a i n t  Paul to 
c on f e r  w i t h  community l eader s  on arrangements f o r  the  
meet ing o f  the Af r o - Ame r i c a n  C o u n c i l ,  Af r o - Amer i can  Press 
A s s o c i a t i o n  and the P a n - A f r i c a n  Counci l  in S a i n t  Paul in  
J ul y  o f  1902.  I t  was deci ded t h a t  the Convent ion would be
31The Minneapol is Spokesman, A p r i l  18, 1958.
3^The A p p e a l , February 18,  1899.
^3 1b i d . , February 20,  1900;  A p r i l  28,  1900.
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sponsored by the Na t i o n a l  Businessmen's League aided by a
34l oca l  community p l a nni ng  commi t tee.  At  the f i r s t  meet ing  
of  the Community Pl anni ng Commi t tee,  he ld on November 18,  
1901,  F. L.  McGhee was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  and John Adams,  
s e c r e t a r y  of  the e x e c u t i v e  p l anni ng commi t tee.  Unknowingly,  
these two men began to plan in e a r n e s t  the meet ing which 
would cause a p o l a r i z a t i o n  in the bl ack  p r o t e s t  movement 
across the n a t i o n .
P r i o r  to the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  convent i on in  
S a i n t  Paul o p p o s i t i o n  to Booker T.  Washington amounted to 
l i t t l e  more than c r i t i c i s m  of  his compromising and c o n c i l i a ­
t o r y  approach to race problems and seeming acquiescence in
the face o f  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e me n t  and s e gr e ga t i on  in the 
35South.  Oppos i t i on  to Washington was c h i e f l y  verbal  and
r epr es e n t e d  no or ga n i ze d  t h r e a t  to his l e a d e r s h i p .  Al though
a n t i - Booker i t es  a t tempt ed to pass r e s o l u t i o n s  condemning
Washington a t  the Counci l  meet ing o f  1899,  they f a i l e d
because of  i n s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  and o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Again
in 1900 an a t t a c k  was launched by Washington' s  c r i t i c s  in
an e f f o r t  to d i s c r e d i t  him. However,  Washington and his
36suppor t er s  won the day.  I t  was not  u n t i l  1901 wi t h  the 
e s t a b l i s h me n t  of  the Boston Guardi  a n e d i t e d  by Wi l l i a m
34I A M • > October  18,  1901.
35 Thornbrough,  “The Na t i ona l  Af r o - Amer i can  League,"
p. 502.
3 6 1 bi d . , p. 503 - 50 4 .
66
Monroe T r o t t e r ,  t h a t  the a n t i - B o o k e r i t e s  found an uncompro­
mising organ of  propaganda to champion t h e i r  cause.  The 
Guardian was e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  to f i g h t  accommodat ionism. 
Each i ssue was st rewn wi t h  d i s p a r a g i ng  remarks d i r e c t e d  a t  
Washington.  W. E. B. DuBois,  commenting upon the G u a r d i a n 
s t a t e d  t h a t  "Mr.  Washington and his f o l l o w e r s  l i t e r a l l y
s h r i v e l l e d  be f or e  i t  [The G u a r d i a n ] ,  and i t  was,  of  course ,
37o f t e n  as u n f a i r  as i t  was i n s p i r e d . "  By the spr i ng  o f
1902 T r o t t e r  and his suppor t ers  began to b e l i e v e  t h a t
Washi ngton' s  i n f l u e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the a f f a i r s  o f  the
C o u n c i l ,  had not  been s u f f i c i e n t l y  checked.  T r o t t e r  f e l t
t h a t  not hi ng less than a s e r i e s  o f  personal  conf r ont at i ons:
would expose the Tuskegeean.  The T r o t t e r i t e s '  s t ra t agem
was to capt ure  the convent i on a t  S a i n t  Paul thus p r e v e n t i n g
the e l e c t i o n  to the pr es i dency  o f  a Washington sympat h i zer
and the d e l i v e r i n g  o f  a c o n c i l i a t o r y  Annual Address to the 
38N a t i o n .  Dur ing the months precedi ng the conference rumors
began to c i r c u l a t e  about  an impending coup by r a d i c a l
39f or ces  a t  the convent i on to be held in S a i n t  Paul .
Undoubtedly sensing a po ss i b l e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a t  the 
co n v e n t i o n ,  Washington and his suppor t ers  mar s ha l l e d  t h e i r  
s t r e n g t h  in an a t t empt  to br i ng  the Counci l  c ompl e t e l y  under
^ W i l l i a m  E. B. DuBois,  " Wi l l i a m Monroe T r o t t e r "  The 
C r i s i s  V o l . XXXXI (May,  1 9 3 4 ) ,  p. 134.
38 M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A me r i c a , p. 173 - 174;  Fox,  
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , p.  46.
39 Fox,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , p. 46.
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40t h e i r  domi nat i on.
Both John Adams and F. L.  McGhee were Booker i t es  
p r i o r  to the 1902 Convent i on.  Al though aware o f  the c r i t i ­
cism d i r e c t e d  a t  Washington,  both men a p p a r e n t l y  were 
impressed by the Tuskegeean' s work i n  the South.  Under the 
auspices of  the American Law Enforcement  League,  they  
ar ranged f o r  Washington to v i s i t  S a i n t  Paul on January 17,  
1900 a f t e r  he had addressed a meet ing a t  Du l u t h .  They 
sponsored a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  the educat or  a t  which he was 
i n v i t e d  to r e t u r n  in March to p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e i r  e f f o r t s
a t  r a i s i n g  p a r t  of  a $ 5 00 , 000  n a t i o n a l  endowment fund f o r
41Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  In an obvious e f f o r t  to a f f e c t  good
press r e l a t i o n s  in the upper Midwest ,  Washington sent  a
l i t h o g r a p h  o f  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  and r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  to
Adams in A p r i l  o f  1900.  This m a t e r i a l  was r e p r i n t e d  in
42The Appeal  on sever a l  occas i ons .  Moreover ,  i n  May of  1900
in a l e t t e r  sent  to Adams and subsequent l y  r e p r i n t e d  in The
Appeal  , the Tuskegeean urged the b l ack community of  S a i n t
Paul to cooperate  wi t h  the census a u t h o r i t i e s  "so t h a t  the
ac t ua l  amount of  p r o p e r t y  ho l d i ng  [ o f  A f r o - A me r i c a n s ]  might
4 3be c o r r e c t l y  assessed. "  John Adams gave f u r t h e r  comfor t
40 M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A me r i c a , p . 173.  W i l l i a m  
Monroe T r o t t e r  did not  a t t e n d  the convent i on in S a i n t  Paul .
^  The Appeal  , January 20,  1900.
4 2 I b i  d . , Apr i  1 21 , 1900.
4 3 1bi d . , May 5,  1900.
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to the Washington cause by p r a i s i n g  the e s t a b l i s h me n t  o f  the 
N a t i o n a l  Businessmen's League founded by Washington in 1900.
Fur t her mor e ,  Adams e s t a b l i s h e d  a l oca l  cha p t e r  in  S a i n t
44Paul modeled a f t e r  the pa r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
For the most p a r t  F. L.  McGhee was on more i n t i m a t e  
terms wi t h  the educat or  than Adams. Because o f  his r e p u t a ­
t i o n  as one o f  the best  c r i m i n a l  l awyers in the upper
Midwest ,  McGhee was asked to head the Af ro - Amer i can C o u n c i l ' s
45l e ga l  bureau and i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  commi t tee.  McGhee was
a c t i v e  in the a f f a i r s  o f  the Counci l  and in his o f f i c i a l
46c a p a c i t y  posed as a sup p o r t e r  of  Washington.  As a
Minnesota de l ega t e  to convent i on meet i ngs ,  McGhee served on
the C o u n c i l ' s  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee.  At  the convent ion held
in I n d i a n a p o l i s  in August  o f  1900,  McGhee cha i r e d  the commit-
4 7tee t h a t  d r a f t e d  the C o u n c i l ' s  Annual  Address to the Na t i o n .
I t  was undoubtedly the i n f l u e n c e  o f  Adams and McGhee a t  the  
convent i on held in 1901 t h a t  brought  the convent i on the  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  to S a i n t  Paul .
On May 17,  1902 the f o l l o w i n g  c a l l  f o r  convent i on  
was r e l e a s e d  in race j o u r n a l s  throughout  the na t i on  by
4 4 I b i d . , June 23,  1900;  J u l y  14,  1900;  J u l y  21 , 1900.
4 5W i l l i a m  Bradly  Hennessy,  Past  and Pr esent  o f  S a i n t  
Pa ul Mi nnesota (Chicago;  S. J.  C l a r ke  Pu b l i s h i ng  Company,
1 906)  , p . 63 2 ; M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A me r i c a , p . 242.
46 M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in Ame r i c a , p . 242.
^ The Appeal  , J u l y  7 , 1900.
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Bi shop W a l t e r s :
To the members o f  the Na t i ona l  Af r o - Amer i can  
C o u n c i l ,  De l egat es  f rom Local  Counci l s  and 
A f f i l i a t e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  such as Churches,
C o l l e g e s ,  Benevol ent  S o c i e t i e s ,  Newspapers and 
o t h e r  Rac i a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s .
Gree t i  ngs :
The F i f t h  Annual  Session o f  the Na t i o n a l  Af ro - Amer i can  
Counci l  w i l l  be held in the St a t e  House a t  St .  Pau l ,  
M i n n . ,  Ju l y  9 t h ,  1 0 t h ,  and 11th 1902.  I t  is our  
e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  t h a t  every  Church,  C o l l e g e ,  Benevolent  
Soc i e t y  and o t h e r  Race o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s ha l l  be r e p r e ­
sent ed.  I t  i s  g r e a t l y  de s i r e d  t h a t  t h i s  annual  
meet ing s h a l l  be the l a r g e s t  and most po t en t  f o r  good 
of  any which the Counci l  has ever  he l d .  The c o n d i t i o n  
of  the race a f f a i r s  makes t h i s  consummation mandatory.
Our main reason f o r  meet ing a t  S a i n t  Pa u l ,  M i n n . ,  is 
to c r e a t e  more enthusiasm i n  the work of  the Counci l
in  the w e s t . 48
The Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  met i n  the Senate chambers
of  the S t a t e  House i n  S a i n t  Pau l ,  J u l y  9,  1902.  A body of
f i f t y  d e l e g a t e s ,  somewhat f ewer  than a n t i c i p a t e d ,  were on
hand f o r  the opening s e ss i on .  Despi t e  warnings o f  impending
t r o u b l e  from r a d i c a l  f o r c e s ,  the Tuskegee machine won c o n t r o l
o f  the e n t i r e  convent i on .  Upon his a r r i v a l  a t  the convent ion
Booker T.  Washington was escor t ed  through the convent ion
f l o o r  to a spec i a l  sea t  on the p l a t f o r m  wbere his presence
49p h y s i c a l l y  dominated the meet i ng.  According to The Appeal  
the sessions of  the Counci l  were very b e n e f i c i a l  and were 
we l l  a t t e n d e d .  Adams expressed approval  o f  the C o u n c i l ' s  
work and added t h a t :
4 8 I b i d . , May 17,  1902.
4 9 I b i d .  , J u l y  19,  1902.
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the r e c e p t i o n  and t r e a t me n t  accorded the members 
of  the Na t i ona l  Af r o - Amer i can  Press A s s o c i a t i o n  
and Na t i ona l  A f r o - Amer i can  Counci l  by the press  
and the people o f  the Twin C i t i e s  has never  been 
e q u a l l e d  anywhere dur ing the l i v e s  o f  the o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n .  The homes o f  the people were thrown open 
to a l l  comers and the v a r i o u s »d a i l y  newspapers 
v i ed wi t h  each o t h e r  in r e p o r t i n g  the proceedings  
of  the meet i ngs.  Spec i a l  photographs o f  the  
meet ing o f  both o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were publ i shed  
t o g e t h e r  wi t h  numerous p o r t r a i t s  and sketches of  
the more promi nent  personages i n  a t t e n d a n c e . 5^
Despi t e  the aura o f  enthusiasm c r e a t e d  by the e d i t o r ,
the convent i on sessions were long and stormy.  The pro-
Washington f or ces  won the f i r s t  i n  a s e r i e s  of  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s
by secur i ng over  o p p o s i t i o n  L o u i s v i l l e  as the s i t e  of  the
51next  convent i on .  Next  they packed the r e s o l u t i o n s  commit-
tee wi t h  known suppor t ers  of  Booker T.  Washington.  As i f  to
add i n s u l t  to i n j u r y  Washington was a l so  e l e c t e d  to serve
52wi t h  t h a t  commi t tee.
i
In the most s p e c t a c u l a r  coup of  the convent i on i t
was decided by persons unknown to hold the nominat ion and
e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  on the second day o f  the c on ve nt i on ,
Thursday J u l y  1 0 t h ,  i n s t e a d  o f  the f i n a l  day as schedul ed.
Thi s  procedure was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and an amendment to the
c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h i s  end was not  submi t t ed  to the body f o r
5 3r a t i f i c a t i o n  u n t i l  the f o l l o w i n g  day.  The nominat ion o f
5 01 b i d .
51 Ibi_d.
5 2 1b i d .
53I b i d .
71
T.  Thomas Fortune brought  c r i e s  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  from the
o p p o s i t i o n .  Only a f t e r  d e f e a t i n g  a most det ermined e f f o r t
by the o p p o s i t i o n  was the e l e c t i o n  o f  For tune and a s l a t e
54of  o f f i c e r s  amicable to Washington secured.  F r u s t r a t e d  
i n t h e i r  bid to con t r o l  the c on v e nt i on ,  the o p po s i t i o n  
found anot her  occasion to har rass the Tuskegeean and his  
ent our a ge .  Ida B. Wel ls B a r n e t t ,  a long s t and i ng  opponent  
of  Washington and chai rman o f  the a n t i - l y nch i ng  commi t tee,  
mounted an a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  southern accommodat ionism in her  
commit tee r e p o r t .  Among o t h e r  t h i ngs  s a i d ,  she lamented  
t h a t  " the t rue  e x t e n t  o f  the l ynch i ng  o u t l a wr y  cannot  be 
t o l d .  1,55
Washington c e l e b r a t e d  his p y r r h i c  v i c t o r y  by
address i ng an audience assembled the n i g h t  o f  Ju l y  10th a t
Hope P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church.  In t h i s  speech he advi sed the
Counci l  de l ega t es  t h a t :
such o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as t h i s  should bear  in mind t h a t  
we cannot  by ourse l ves  help f orward the race in any 
l a r g e  degree by f a u l t - f i n d i n g  condemning or  c r i t i c i s ­
i ng .  We must bear  in mind t h a t  d e s t r u c t i o n  is easy,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  is d i f f i c u l t ;  but  i t  i s by c o n s t r u c t i o n  
t h a t  the a b i l i t y  o f  a race is measured r a t h e r  than 
by d e s t r u c t i o n  of  f a u l t y - f i n d i n g . The o b j e c t  lesson  
of  one negro succeeding in every community as a 
we a l t hy  properous f a r m e r ,  or  as a c o n t r a c t o r ,  or  as 
a banker ,  or  as a c o t t o n m i l l  owner i s  worth scores  
of  mere a b s t r a c t  s p e e c h e s . 56
5 4M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A m e r i c a , p. 173- 174 .
^ The Appeal  , J u l y  1 9,  1 902.
5 6 I b i d .
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He f u r t h e r  c h a s t i z e d  the o p p o s i t i o n  by sayi ng:
You must not  t ake  i t  as a sign o f  cowardice i f  some 
of  us who l i v e d  in the South see gleams of  hope and 
encouragement  f o r  the race i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  the  
count ry  which you up in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  cannot  always
s e e .57
The Annual  Address to the Nat i on was submi t t ed  to the  
de l e g a t e s  f o r  approval  the f o l l o w i n g  day;  i t s  t e x t  more 
c o n c i l i a t o r y  than us ua l .  L a t e r  i t  appears t h a t  the oppos i ­
t i o n  t r i e d  but  f a i l e d  to gain suppor t  f o r  a r e s o l u t i o n
condemning the r a c i a l  p o l i c i e s  o f  the Rooseve l t  admi n i s -  
58t r a t i o n .  The convent ion then c losed w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  
i nci  d e n t .
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  the convent i on Emmett S c o t t ,
Washington' s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  in a l e t t e r  to Washington
expressed p l e a s ur e  w i t h  the t r e a t me n t  accorded DuBois and
Ida Wel ls  Ba r n e t t  in t h e i r  a t t e mp t  to c o n t r o l  the convent i on .
He f u r t h e r  commented t h a t :
I t  i s  not  hard f o r  you to understand t h a t  we cont r o l  
the Counci l  now . . .  I t  was wonder ful  to see how 
compl e t e l y  your  p e r s o n a l i t y  dominated e v e r y t h i n g  in  
S t .  Paul .59
In commenting upon the r out  of  the r a d i c a l s  a t  the
Counci l  meet ing The Appeal  s a i d :
These meet ings though a t  t imes somewhat t u r b u l e n t  
owing to the presence o f  a few mal cont ent s  who,  
however ,  were not  s u f f i c i e n t  in number to e i t h e r
5 7 1 b i d .
5 8 1 b i d .
5 9 Fox,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , p. 4 6 - 4 7 ;  Thornbrough,  
"The Na t i o n a l  Af r o - Amer i can  League, "  p. 504.
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r u l e  or  r u i n ,  must be p r o d u c t i v e  o f  much good 
among a l l  c l a s s e s .  A f e e b l e  a t t e mpt  was made to 
i nput  p o l i t i c s  i n t o  the proceedings o f  the counci l  
and a t t a c k  the n a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  but  
f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  died a b o r n i n ' ° 0
Al though the Tuskegee machine was v i c t o r i o u s  a t  
S a i n t  Pau l ,  t h e i r  v i c t o r y  was not  won w i t h o u t  cost s .  
Washi ngton' s  naked demonst ra t i on o f  power a l i e n a t e d  sever a l  
i n f l u e n t i a l  members of  the C o u n c i l ,  who f o r  sever a l  years  
were l i s t e d  among his s u p p o r t e r s .  T h e i r  d e s e r t i o n  s t r e n g t h ­
ened the r a d i c a l  cause by g i v i n g  to i t  the a b l e s t  minds and 
voi ces o f  the day.  Opposing f u r t h e r  ex t e n s i on  of  
Washi ngton' s  i n f l u e n c e  in Counci l  a f f a i r s ,  F. L.  McGhee 
voted a g a i n s t  the candidacy o f  T.  Thomas For tune and t h e r e -
C •]
a f t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  the r a d i c a l  cause.  Having 
f e l t  Washi ngton' s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  W. E. B. DuBois began 
to make o v e r t u r e s  towards the r a d i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  Al though  
sympat h i z i ng wi t h  the r a d i c a l  cause,  DuBois cont i nued to be 
a moderate voice in Counci l  a f f a i r s .  At  f i r s t  f e a r f u l  t h a t  
his p o s i t i o n  a t  A t l a n t a  U n i v e r s i t y  would provoke an 
unnecessary r i v a l r y  wi t h  Tuskegee,  DuBois h e s i t a t e d  to make 
an open break wi t h  Washington.  I t  was not  u n t i l  the  
s pr i ng  o f  1903 w i t h  the r e l e a s e  o f  The Souls o f  Black Folk
60The Appeal  , J u l y  19,  1902.
fi 1M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  i n  A m e r i c a , p.  242.
Samuel Spencer ,  Booker T.  Washington and the  
Negro' s  Place in American L i f e  (Boston:  L i t t l e ,  Brown and
Company, 1 955 ) ,  p~. 149 .
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t h a t  DuBois'  t r a n s i t i o n  became a l l  but  complete .  DuBois'  
f i n a l  c a p i t u l a t i o n  to the r a d i c a l  cause a f t e r  the L o u i s v i l l e  
convent i on o f  1903 gave to the r a d i c a l  movement t h a t  degree  
of  res p e c t a b i 1i t y  and l e a d e r s h i p  which T r o t t e r  could not  
o f f e r .  Al though t e m p o r a r i l y  demor a l i zed by t h e i r  f a i l u r e  
a t  S a i n t  Pa u l ,  the r a d i c a l s  s t i l l  under the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r  had regai ned s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  by 
the summer of  1903 to mount anot her  a t t a c k  upon the c i t a d e l  
a t  the L o u i s v i l l e  conv e nt i on .
The Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  met in L o u i s v i l l e  on
Ju l y  1,  1903.  Ac t i ng  upon rumors o f  anot her  c o n f r o n t a t i o n
planned f o r  L o u i s v i l l e ,  the Tuskegeean' s suppor t ers  worked
f e v e r i s h l y  dur i ng the spr i ng to keep the Counci l  w i t h i n
64t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  s us t a i ned  e f f o r t  was 
y e t  another  d e c i s i v e  d e f e a t  f o r  the r a d i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  The 
r a d i c a l s ,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ,  George W. Forbes,  W i l l i a m  
H. F e r r i s  and F. L.  McGhee, i n i t i a l l y  conf i ned t h e i r  
a c t i v i t y  to secur i ng  passage o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  designed to 
gi ve  the Counci l  a more m i l i t a n t  po s t u r e .  One r e s o l u t i o n  
c a l l e d  f o r  the endorsement  o f  a g i t a t i o n  as a l e g i t i m a t e  
means by which to o b t a i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  Another  condemned 
the r e v i s i o n  o f  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  in the South as "a 
d i a b o l i c a l  c r i m e . "  A l l  o f  the r e s o l u t i o n s  pr esent ed were
^ R u d w i c k ,  W. E. B. DuBoi s , pp. 7 7 - 9 3 ,  passim.
64 M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A me r i c a , p . 176.
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de f e a t e d  wi t h  the e x ce p t i on  o f  one which c a l l e d  f o r  the
Rooseve l t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to secure l e g i s l a t i o n  reduci ng
65southern r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in Congress.  Denied p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
p r i v i l e g e s  and outmaneuvered in every a t t e mpt  to i n f l u e n c e  
the Counci l  i n t o  t a k i n g  a more aggr ess i ve  s t ance ,  the  
r a d i c a l s  f i n a l l y  denounced Washington o u t r i g h t  and vehe­
ment l y  demanded t h a t  an imposing p i c t u r e  o f  Washington be
fi 6removed f rom the convent i on h a l l .
At  the r equest  o f  Booker T.  Washington the news
media was asked not  to r e p o r t  the d i s r u p t i v e  i n c i d e n t s  of  
6 7the C o u n c i l .  Al though John Adams was pr e s e n t  a t  the  
Counci l  meet i ng ,  The Appeal  did not  p r i n t  a synopsis o f  the  
events a t  L o u i s v i l l e  as was customary.  His r e f u s a l  to do 
so de s p i t e  the f a c t  t h a t  o t h e r  race j o u r n a l s  ignored  
Washi ngton' s  r eques t  can onl y  be taken as a sign of  suppor t  
f o r  the Tuskegeean.  John Adams was a l so e l e c t e d  the T h i r d  
Vi ce  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the Counci l  and served on the r e s o l u t i o n  
commit tee which d r a f t e d  the Annual  Address to the N a t i o n ,
fi Qr eput ed to be more c o n c i l i a t o r y  than the prev i ous  y e a r .
Ov e r c o n f i d e n t  in his v i c t o r y  a t  L o u i s v i l l e ,  
Washington wasted no t ime in pursui ng his opponents.
6 5 I b i  d . , p.  48.
I b i d . , The Washington Bee, August  8 ,  1903.
8 ^Rudwick,  W. E. B. DuBois , p. 7 1 - 7 2 .
68The Appeal  , Ju l y  18,  1903 ; February 3,  1904;
M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  i n A m e r i c a , p . 176.
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H e r e t o f o r e ,  Washington had d e c l i n e d  speaki ng engagements in  
T r o t t e r ' s  Boston s t r o n g h o l d .  However,  by a c ce pt i ng  an 
i n v i t a t i o n  to address the Boston Men's Business League a t  
Zion A. M. E. Church i n Boston,  Washington issued a c h a l ­
lenge to the r a d i c a l s  which could not  be taken l i g h t l y .
On J u l y  30,  1903 ,  Washington made his  appearance at
the A f r i c a n  Me t hod i s t  Episcopal  Church.  Overzea lous
suppor t e r s  o f  Washington f i l l e d  the church w i t h  g r e a t e r  than
c a p a c i t y  crowds endeavor i ng to show suppor t  f o r  the
Tuskegeean.  Many came onl y  because i t  was rumored t h a t
69"something was going to happen."  At  the meet ing T r o t t e r  
at tempt ed to p l y  Washington wi t h  p o t e n t i a l l y  embarrassing  
q u e s t i o n s .  When Washington r e f used to acknowledge the 
q u e s t i o n s ,  an a t t e mpt  was then made by T.  Thomas For t une ,  
a guest  speaker ,  and o t h e r  suppor t er s  o f  Washington to deny 
the r a d i c a l s  the f l o o r  f o r  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  At  t h i s  p o i n t  
the crowd became unr u l y  and someone r e l e a s e d  red pepper  and 
s t i n k  bombs in the b u i l d i n g .  Al though T r o t t e r  a p p a r e n t l y  
had not hi ng to do w i t h  the l a t t e r  he was n e v e r t h e l e s s  
charged wi t h  d i s r u p t i n g  a p u b l i c  meet i ng.  As the r e s u l t  o f  
his r o l e  in  the d i s r u p t i v e  events  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r  
served one month in j a i l . ^
O s t e n s i b l y  uninformed as to the t r ue  na t ur e  o f  the
^ R u d w i c k ,  W. E. B. Du b o i s , p. 73.
,7 0 I b i  d . ,  p.  7 3 - 7 4 .
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s p e c t a c l e  in Boston,  the e d i t o r  o f  The Appeal  warned:
the hoodlums who a t t empt ed to break up the Booker T.  
Washington meet ing in Boston l a s t  week w i l l  d e f e a t  
t h e i r  own ends i f  they cont i nue  along the same l i n e s  
of  l awl e ss nes s .  I f  they have any arguments to 
pr e s ent  in answer to Mr.  Washington' s propaganda 
they ought  to pr e s e n t  them i n  a l e g i t i m a t e  way.
They cannot  hope to win by v i o l e n c e ,  any more than 
the mobocrats can.  And as they are the g r e a t e s t  
s u f f e r e r s  from mob v i o l e n c e ,  t h i s  ought  to teach  
them a b i t t e r  l esson . . . W e  are u n a l t e r a b l y  
opposed to l awlessness in an i n d i v i d u a l  or  a s pe c i a l  
c lass  o f  persons and a l l  good s e n s i b l e  people a r e . 71
The Boston i n c i d e n t  was a c a t a l y s t  among good s e n s i b l e
people in bl ack  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c i r c l e s .  I t  p r esent ed  an i ssue
of  s u f f i c i e n t  magni tude to cause f u r t h e r  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t
Washington' s  l e a d e r s h i p .  Many o f  the young c o n s e r v a t i v e
black men, f e e l i n g  t h a t  T r o t t e r  was ha r s h l y  t r e a t e d  now
72r e a d i l y  j o i n e d  the r a d i c a l  cause.  Denied the r i g h t  to 
oppose Washington,  the r a d i c a l s ,  under the l e a d e r s h i p  of  
W. E. B. DuBois broke i n t o  open r e v o l t .  The e x t e n t  of  the  
uproar  which r e s u l t e d  f rom the j a i l i n g  of  T r o t t e r  caused 
the e d i t o r  o f  The Appeal  to e n t e r t a i n  second thoughts about  
the Tuskegeean.  Responding to v i c i o u s  c r i t i c i s m  of  The 
Appea 1 ' s h e r e t o f o r e  uncompromising suppor t  o f  Booker T.  
Washington,  John Adams pub l i shed  an ob l i qu e  d e n un c i a t i o n  o f  
Washington in October  of  1903.  He emphasized the f a c t  t h a t  
The Appeal  was independent  o f  the Tuskegeean' s  i n f l u e n c e
^  The Appeal  , August  8,  1 903.
^ D u B o i s ,  " Wi l l i a m Monroe T r o t t e r , "  p.  134.
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73and p r i n t e d  a p l a t f o r m  o u t l i n i n g  the e d i t o r ' s  b e l i e f s .
Al though John Adams did not  compl e t e l y  sever  his
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  the Tuskegeean a f t e r  1903,  Washi ngton' s
exposure in The Appeal  d i mi n i shed c o n s i d e r a b l y .  John Adams
r e t a i n e d  his a f f i l i a t i o n  wi t h  the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l
de s p i t e  the f a c t  t h a t  by 1904 i t s  v i t a l i t y  had been sapped
by i n t e r n a l  schism.  Many o f  the younger  and more able
l eader s  severed t h e i r  t i e s  wi t h  the h o p e l e s s l y  stymied
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a f t e r  1904.
In March o f  1905 W. E. B. DuBois pa i d a v i s i t  to
S a i n t  Paul to d e l i v e r  a l e c t u r e  a t  Plymouth Congregat i ona l
Church.  Whi le in S a i n t  Paul DuBois was the guest  of  
74F. L.  McGhee. I t  is a m a t t e r  f o r  c o n j e c t u r e  whether  
these two men di scussed DuBois'  plan f o r  c a l l i n g  a meet ing  
of  bl ack  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of  
such a c on v e r s a t i on  is f a r  f rom remote.  In June o f  1905,  
a scant  t h r ee  months a f t e r  t h e i r  meet i ng ,  an i n v i t a t i o n  was 
sent  f rom A t l a n t a  U n i v e r s i t y  to uncompromising a n t i -  
Booker i t es  who were w i l l i n g  to or gan i ze  to promote " aggr es ­
s i ve  a c t i o n  on the p a r t  o f  men who b e l i e v e d  in Negro
75freedom and gr owt h. "
^ The Appeal  , October  29 , 1903.
7 4 1b i d . ,  March 4,  1905.
W i l l i a m  E. B. DuBois,  Dusk of  Dawn: An Essay
Toward an Autobi ography of  a Race  ^ Concept  (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,
Brace and Company, 19 40)  , p~! 88;  H e r b e r t  Apt heker ,  A Docu­
mentary H i s t o r y  o f  the Negro People i n t he Uni t ed St a t es
Vol . f l  (New Y o r k : C i t ade l  Pr ess ,  1964 J", pp. 9 00 - 901 .
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F i f t y - n i n e  men r e p r e s e n t i n g  seventeen s t a t e s  were 
i n v i t e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s e c r e t  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  scheduled
7 fif o r  the week o f  Ju l y  9 , 1905,  a t  Niagara F a l l s ,  New York.
Because the American ho t e l s  r e f used to host  the d e l e g a t i o n
the conference met a t  Fo r t  E r i e  Beach Hotel  on the Canadian
s i d e . ^  Twent y - n i ne  men r e p r e s e n t i n g  f o u r t e e n  s t a t e s  were
7 8pr e se n t  a t  the f ounding of  the Ni agara  Movement.
F. L.  McGhee was i n v i t e d  to j o i n  i n  the d e l i b e r ­
a t i o n s  a t  N i a gar a .  De s p i t e  the f a c t  t h a t  he s t i l l  rendered  
l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  Booker T.  Washington and the A f r o -  
American C o u n c i l ,  he had long earned the r e p u t a t i o n  of  an
uncompromising r a d i c a l .  L a t e r  McGhee became the chai rman
79of  the Ni agar a  Movement Legal  Depar tment .  Desp i t e  Adams'
movement away from the Tuskegee Camp, he was not  i n v i t e d  to
j o i n  the Ni agara  Movement;  nor  did he j o i n  i t s  l o c a l  c h a p t e r
80in S a i n t  Paul .  Adams' pro-Washington stance a l i e n a t e d  
him from the vanguard o f  the bl ack  p r o t e s t  movement in the 
Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  Under the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  younger  men, the  
p r o t e s t  movement wi t h  i t s  e v e r  e x c e l e r a t i n g  pace and 
burgeoning i n t e l l e c t u a l  f o r ce  by-passed the aging e d i t o r .
^ D u B o i s ,  Dusk o f  Dawn, p. 88.
77Spencer ,  Booker T.  Washi ngt on, p . 156;  The 
Cl eve l and G a z e t t e , Ju l y  5 , 1 905.
7 8DuBois,  Dusk o f  Dawn, p. 88.
79 M e i e r ,  Negro Thought  in A m e r i c a , p. 242.
^^The Appeal  , Ju l y  1 5 , 1 905 ; November 25 , 1905.
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With the demise o f  the Af r o - Amer i can  Counci l  The Appeal
found i t s e l f • ou t s i d e  the mainst ream o f  or gan i zed  black
a c t i v i s m ,  a p o s i t i o n  i t  had not  exper i enced since i t s
i n c e p t i o n .  Al though he endorsed the Na t i o n a l  As s o c i a t i o n
f o r  the Advancement of  Colored People (NAACP),  Adams did not
i mmedi a t e l y  a g i t a t e  f o r  a l oc a l  c ha p t e r  nor did he i n i t i a l l y
suppor t  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ' s  Na t i ona l  I ndependent
P o l i t i c a l  League ( N I P L ) ,  a r i v a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
A f t e r  1900 The Appeal  s u f f e r e d  a dr amat i c  d e c l i n e
in p r e s t i g e  and c i r c u l a t i o n .  By 1913 the once - he r a l de d
n a t i o n a l  Af r o - Amer i can  newspaper was reduced to the s t a t u s
o f  a l oca l  week l y .  The Appeal  c losed i t s  Da l l a s  o f f i c e  in
A p r i l  o f  1901,  i t s  Washington D. C. o f f i c e  in January ,  1903,
81and i t s  St .  Louis and L o u i s v i l l e  o f f i c e s  in Oct ober ,  1903.  
There i s  ev i dence to suggest  t h a t  the Chicago Appeal  was
o 2
purchased o u t r i g h t  by C. F. Adams p r i o r  to 1908.  In 
March of  1913 the Chicago Appea1 ceased p u b l i c a t i o n  l e a v i n g  
the S a i n t  Paul and Mi nneapol i s  o f f i c e s  as the sol e  remnant
o o
of  a once proud j o u r n a l i s t i c  empi re .  Between the years  
1904 and 1912 The Appeal  exper i enced  a per i od  o f  qu i escence .  
I t  under took few i mp o r t a n t  campaigns o f  a r a c i a l  na t ur e  wi t h
81 M i k e l ,  "A H i s t o r y  o f  Negro Newspapers in  
Mi nnesota ," p . 11.
o o
The A p p e a l , December 5,  1908.
o o
I b i d . , March 29,  1913.  There was no formal  
announcement to t h i s  end found in t h i s  i s s ue .  On t h i s  date  
Chicago was no l onger  l i s t e d  as a c e n t e r  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .
81
the except i on  of  promot ing the candidacy o f  Wi l l i a m  T.
F r a n c i s ,  a b l ack  Mi nneapol i s  l a w y e r ,  f o r  the s t a t e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  in March 1906 and p u b l i c a l l y  d i f f e r i n g  wi t h  P r e s i d e n t
Rooseve l t  over  his handl i ng  of  the Brownsvi 1 l e  i n c i d e n t
84l a t e r  t h a t  same y e a r .
On September 12,  1910 the bl ack  community o f  S a i n t  
Paul c e l e b r a t e d  the Qua r t o - C e n t e n n i a l  An n i v e r sa r y  o f  The 
A p p e a l ' s founding in 1885.  A grand t e s t i m o n i a l  and e n t e r ­
t a i nment  program was pr esent ed in Adams' honor a t  the J un i o r  
Pi oneer  H a l l .  F. D. P a r k e r ,  The A p p e a l 's f i r s t  e d i t o r ,  was 
The Mast er  o f  Ceremonies and Mayor H. P. K e l l e r  d e l i v e r e d
o  C
the opening address.  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  on September 18,
1911 the community sponsored anot her  t e s t i m o n i a l  honor ing
the t w e n t y - f i f t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  Adams' e d i t o r s h i p  o f  the
paper .  At  t h i s  occasion Governor  A. 0.  Eb e r h a r t  d e l i v e r e d
the opening address.  When requested to i mpar t  his f e e l i n g s
a f t e r  e d i t i n g  The Appeal  f o r  one q u a r t e r  o f  a c e n t u r y ,
Adams responded:
f o r  the past  q u a r t e r  of  a cent ury  d e s p i t e  a l l  
count er  i n f l u e n c e s  - and they have not  been a
84 I b i d . , March 6 , 1906.  On August  6 , 1906 a group of  
black s o l d i e r s  d i s g r u n t l e d  wi t h  the t r e a t me n t  accorded them 
by c i t i z e n s  of  B r o w n s v i l l e ,  Texas s l i p p e d  i n t o  town t h a t  n i g h t  
and in a shoot ing spree one c i t i z e n  was k i l l e d .  Because the 
g u i l t y  p a r t i e s  would not  own up and because t h e i r  f e l l o w  
s o l d i e r s  would not  i n f or m on them, t h r e e  companies of  about  
160 men were discharged w i t h o u t  honor and severance of  a l l  
pensi ons.  This event  was covered in The Appeal  between 
August  and November of  1906.
^  I b i d . , September 24,  1910.
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few - I have mai n t a i ned  The Appea l ,  i t  never  
having missed an i ssue in a l l  t h a t  t ime.  The 
Appeal  may not  have been;  and,  may not  be now, a l l  
t h a t  some of  you have thought  i t  should be; and,  
in f a c t ,  i t  never  was a l l  I mi ght ,  cou l d ,  shoul d,  
or  would have had i t .  No man has ever  y e t  
conducted a newspaper ,  or  anyt h i ng e l s e ,  f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e r ,  t h a t  c ompl e t e l y  s u i t e d  everybody - and 
never  w i l l .  I might  have done b e t t e r ,  though,  i f  
1 had had the pr oper  moral  and f i n a n c i a l  support  
of  the people in whose i n t e r e s t  i t  has ever  
1abored . . . 86
Dur ing The A p p e a l 's q u i e s c e n t  years  John Adams was 
a p p a r e n t l y  drawn c l o s e r  to the m i l i t a n t  cause and f u r t h e r  
f rom Washington.  In 1912 a t  the age o f  s i x t y - f o u r  Adams 
ended his q u a s i - r e t i r e m e n t  f rom the vanguard o f  b l ack  a c t i v ­
ism and he.lp found the Twin C i t y  P r o t e c t i v e  League,  an
o r g a n i z a t i o n  which sought  to a m e l i o r a t e  the c o n d i t i o n  o f  the
87Af ro-Arner ican in the Twin C i t i e s .  John Adams was e l e c t e d
the League's s e c r e t a r y  and both Adams and McGhee served on
88i t s  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee.  At  the League' s  f i r s t  meet ing  
the p a r t i c i p a n t s  decided to j o i n  the NAACP and Dr .  Val Do 
Turner  and F. L.  McGhee were chosen to r e p r e s e n t  the Twin 
C i t i e s  a t  the NAACP n a t i o n a l  convent i on held in Chicago in  
A p r i l  o f  1912.  Al though the Twin C i t y  P r o t e c t i v e  League 
r e t a i n e d  an a c t i v e  membership in the NAACP, a l oc a l  branch 
of  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was not  e s t a b l i s h e d  in S a i n t  Paul u n t i l
8 6 1 b i d . , October  28,  1911.
8 ^The Appeal  . March 30,  1912.
8 8 I b i  d . , A p r i l  6 ,  1912.
8 9 1bi d . , March 30,  1912;  A p r i l  6 ,  1912.
September 19,  1 9 1 3 . 90
In January o f  1913 a b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g  i n t e r r a c i a l  
marr iages in Minnesota was i n t r o du c e d  be f or e  the s t a t e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Southwick and Nemmock. The 
Southwick-Nemmock B i l l  made the mar r i age  between a wh i t e  and 
anyone wi t h  o n e - e i g h t  A f r i c a n  blood a misdemeanor.  Such 
marr i ages per formed ou t s i d e  of  the s t a t e  would be denied  
r e c o g n i t i o n .  On January 31,  1913 an el even-member  d e l e g a t i o n  
l ed by W. T.  Franc i s  appeared bef or e  the House J u d i c i a r y  
Committee to t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  the Sout hwi ck- Nemmock B i l l .  
W i l l i a m  M o r r i s ,  Dr .  Val Do Tur ner  and J.  Q. Adams were among 
the de l ega t es  p r e s e n t .  W. T.  Franc i s  addressed the commit­
tee a t  l engt h  and wi t h  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r t i s e  of
Dr .  J.  H. Ri dd,  who t e s t i f i e d  f a v o r a b l y  to the phys i ca l
c o n d i t i o n  of  c h i l d r e n  born o f  i n t e r r a c i a l  mar r i ages succeeded
91in t h w a r t i n g  the passage o f  the b i l l .
Sca r c e l y  one y e a r  a f t e r  being a s s i s t e d  i n t o  the  
White House by b l a c k s ,  P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson consented to s e g r e ­
ga t i on  w i t h i n  f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s .  Ac t i ng  upon the suggest i on of
QOI b i d . , September 13,  1913.  The l oca l  c ha p t e r  o f
the NAACP was e s t a b l i s h e d  in memory o f  F. L. McGhee who died
September 19,  1912 f rom a r e s p i r a t o r y  a i l m e n t .  McGhee had 
sought  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f  the NAACP but  
di ed bef ore  his work was consummated.  McGhee was we l l  l oved  
and r espect ed by the community who f o r  seve r a l  years  hel d  
memorial  s e r v i c e s  f o r  him on the a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  his death.
91 Minnesota House Journal  , 1913,  p. 77;  The Twin C i t y  
S t a r ,  February 8 ,  1913;  S p a ng l e r ,  The Negro in M i n n e s o t a , 
p. 92.
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Postmaster  General  A l b e r t  S. Bur leson and w i t h o u t  one
d i s s e n t i n g  voice in the c a b i n e t ,  Wi lson in A p r i l  o f  1913
took the unprecedented step to reduce " f r i c t i o n  . . .
d i s c o n t e n t  and uneas i ness ,  which has p r e v a i l e d  in many of
92the depa r t me nt s . "  I mm e d i a t e l y ,  f e d e r a l  employees were
segr egat ed in the Bureau o f  the Census,  Bureau o f  P r i n t i n g
and Engr av i ng ,  the Depar tment  o f  the Tr easur y  and the Post
O f f i c e .  Despi t e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  t e n u r e ,  those bl ack  employees
9 3who o b j e c t e d  to being segregat ed were summari ly di smi ssed.
This unwarranted i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  m i n o r i t y  r i g h t s  prompted
c r i e s  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  f rom both bl ack  and whi t es  n a t i o n a l l y .
In the f a l l  o f  1913 W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r  decided
to p e t i t i o n  P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson f o r  r e d r e s s .  Through the
G ua rdi  an he a t tempt ed to c r e a t e  s t rong p u b l i c  sent i ment
a g a i n s t  the s e gr e ga t i on  of  f e d e r a l  employees by c i r c u l a t i n g
94a p e t i t i o n  to be pr esent ed d i r e c t l y  to the P r e s i d e n t .
In an a t t empt  to a i d  the Guardian e d i t o r ,  The Appeal  
r e p r i n t e d  the p e t i t i o n  blanks - ging the Twin C i t i a n s  to 
show " d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi t h  the out rageous d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
[ s i c ]  which are c o n s t a n t l y  p e r p e t r a t e d  upon u s . " ^  Again
9 2Fox,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , p. 171.
9 3A r t h u r  S. L i n k ,  Woodrow Wi lson and the Pr ogr ess i ve  
Era (New York:  Harper  and Row, 1 9 5 4 ) ,  pH! 6 3 - 6 7 ,  passim.
94 Fox,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , p. 175;  The Appeal  , 
October  25,  1913.
^ The Appeal  , August  23,  1913.
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a t  the Emancipat ion C e l e b r a t i o n  he l d in S a i n t  Paul  
September 30,  1913 a r e s o l u t i o n  was d r a f t e d  and f orwarded  
by The Appeal  presumably to Washington condemning the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and p r a i s i n g  the a t t empt  by Senator  Moses 
Clapp of  Minnesota to e s t a b l i s h  a Senate i n q u i r y  i n t o  the 
m a t t e r . 96
On November 6 ,  1913 a commit tee r e p r e s e n t i n g  the
Na t i ona l  Independent  P o l i t i c a l  League and composed of
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ,  Reverend Dr .  Byron Gunner,  Dr .
W i l l i a m  A. S i n c l a i r ,  p r e s i d e n t  of  the NIPL,  W. Maur ice
Spencer ,  Thomas Wa l k e r ,  F.  M. Murray and Mrs.  Ida Wel ls
B a r n e t t ,  present ed a p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  20 , 0 0 0  names
9 7c o l l e c t e d  from 38 s t a t e s  to P r e s i d e n t  Wi l son.  In an
i n t e r v i e w  l a s t i n g  35 minutes the P r e s i d e n t  l i s t e n e d  to the
gr i evances  o f  the d e l e g a t i o n  and promised t h a t  he would
98p e r s o n a l l y  rev i ew the m a t t e r .
Ac t i ng  in good f a i t h  T r o t t e r  wrote  p e r i o d i c a l l y  to 
the P r e s i d e n t  f o r  one y e a r  remindi ng him of  his p l edge .  He 
r e c e i v e d  no r e p l y  f rom the P r e s i d e n t .  In September o f  1914 
John Adams, c ha f i ng  f rom Wi l s on ' s  obvious l ack o f  concern,  
wrote to the Boston e d i t o r  and suggested t h a t  he ob t a i n  
anot her  audience wi t h  Wi l son.  To de f r a y  the expenses
9 6 1 b i d . , October  4 ,  1913.
9 7 1 b i d . , November 22 ,  1913.
98 I b i d . ; Fox,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , p. 175.
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i nv o l v e d  in t r a v e l i n g  to Washington D. C . ,  Adams encl osed a 
smal l  c o l l e c t i o n  s o l i c i t e d  from The Appeal  and i t s  sub­
s c r i b e r s .  L a t e r  T r o t t e r  c r e d i t e d  Adams wi t h  i n s p i r i n g  him
9 9to c o n f r o n t  the P r e s i d e n t .
On November 14,  1914 a d e l e g a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  
Na t i ona l  Equal Rights League headed by W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r  
appeared be f or e  the P r e s i d e n t  to "renew the p r o t e s t  and 
a p p e a l . "  A f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  to the P r e s i d e n t ' s  defense of  
f e d e r a l  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  T r o t t e r  r e f u t e d  Wi l son ' s  arguments.  
P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson viewed T r o t t e r ' s  manners as i n s u l t i n g  and 
prompt l y  moved to end the meet ing suggest i ng t h a t  the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o b t a i n  anot her  spokesman i f  they were to be 
grant ed another  a u d i e n c e . T h e  i nsu i ng f u r o r  over  
T r o t t e r ' s  r e c e p t i o n  a t  the Whi te House was second only  to 
the c r i e s  of  r i ght eous  i n d i g n a t i o n  expressed when Booker T.  
Washington dined wi t h  P r e s i d e n t  Rooseve l t .  For his manly 
defense o f  Af r o - Amer i can  r i g h t s  T r o t t e r  was c a s t i g a t e d  by 
the whi t e  press and p r a i s e d  by race j o u r n a l s .
A f t e r  a v i s i t  to Chicago in January o f  1915 T r o t t e r  
wi r ed  to S a i n t  Paul r e q u e s t i n g  permissi on to speak to i t s  
bl ack  c i t i z e n r y  on b e h a l f  o f  the Na t i ona l  Equal Rights  
League.  John Adams i mmedi a t e l y  extended an i n v i t a t i o n  to
^ The Appeal  , September 12,  1914;  January 16,  1915.
^  ^  L i n k , Woodrow Wi lson , p . 66;  Fox,  W i l l i  am Mon roe 
T r o t t e r , p . 180.
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T r o t t e r  to be his guest  dur ing the T a t t e r ' s  v i s i t  to the 
c i t y .  Wi th the a i d  o f  community l eaders  Adams prepared a 
grand r e c e p t i o n  f o r  the Guardian e d i t o r .  On January 15,
1915 T r o t t e r  addressed a l a r g e r  than c a p a c i t y  crowd a t  
St .  James A. M. E. Ghurch.  He r e l a t e d  in d e t a i l  the now 
famous encounter  wi t h  the P r e s i d e n t  and denied any i n t e n t  
to i n s u l t  him. A f t e r  a b r i e f  musical  i n t e r m i s s i o n ,  T r o t t e r  
c a l l e d  f o r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a l oc a l  c hap t e r  o f  the 
NERL in S a i n t  Paul .  He then opened the f l o o r  f o r  nominat ion  
f o r  the pr es i dency  o f  t h i s  c ha p t e r .  John Adams was nomina­
ted and unanimously e l e c t e d .
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ' s  v i s i t  to S a i n t  Paul was 
very successf ul  and cu l mi na t ed  in a st rong f r i e n d s h i p
between the two e d i t o r s .  The f i r s t  meet ing o f  the Sa i n t
1 02Paul cha p t e r  o f  the NERL was held a t  St .  James Mi ss i on.
Responding to a r equest  by the Na t i ona l  League the S a i n t
Paul c hap t e r  sent  l e t t e r s  to Senators Knute Nelson and
Moses E. Clapp of  Minnesota aski ng t h e i r  cooper a t i on  in
opposing Jim Crow l e g i s l a t i o n  proposed f o r  the D i s t r i c t  o f  
103Columbia.  John Adams r ece i ved  r e p l i e s  from both Senators
e xpr ess i ng  assurances t h a t  the proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  would
 ^^  The Appeal  , January 16,  1915.  The Na t i ona l  Equal  
Rights  League was the name given to the Na t i o n a l  I ndepen­
dent  P o l i t i c a l  League a f t e r  i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  under W i l l i a m  
Monroe T r o t t e r .
102 I b i d . , January 23,  1915.
1 03 I b i d . , February 27,  1915;  March 3,  1915.
1 04never  reach the Senate f l o o r .
In October  o f  1915 the NERL, NAACP and r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s  from o t h e r  s o c i a l  and r a c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in S a i n t  
Paul were i n v i t e d  to a p r i v a t e  showing o f  the f i l m  "The 
B i r t h  of  a N a t i o n . "  I t  was o f  genera l  consensus t h a t  i t s
showing to the p u b l i c  would have a p r e j u d i c i a l  e f f e c t
1 05a g a i n s t  the e n t i r e  b l ack  r ace .  I n i t i a l l y  an e f f o r t  was
made to pr e v e nt  the premi ere  showing o f  the f i l m  in the
Twin C i t i e s .  However,  the f i l m  was shown wi t h  the most
106o b j e c t i o n a b l e  p o r t i o n s  d e l e t e d .  Only a f t e r  st renuous
p r o t e s t  did the bl ack community succeed in compel l i ng the
c i t y  governments of  S a i n t  Paul and Minneapol i s  to revoke
the l i c e n s e s  issued f o r  the showing o f  the f i l m . ^ ^  The
banning of  "The B i r t h  o f  a Na t i on"  r ep r e s e n t e d  a t r iumph
f o r  advocates of  the p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n  in the Twin C i t i e s .
Booker T.  Washington died a t  Tuskegee November 13,
1 081915 from nervous exhaust i on and a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s .  His
death marked the ebb t i d e  of  accommodat ionism and brought
to an end twenty years of  o v e r t  c o n f l i c t  between the
Tuskegee Phi l osophy and advocates o f  the p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n
1041 b i d . , March 20,  1915.
105 I b i d . , October  23 ,  1915.
1 0 6 1bi d . ,  October  30,  1915.
1 0 7 l b i d . , November 13,  1915.
1 08 Spencer ,  Booker T.  Washi ngt on, p. 194.
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Perhaps his death was t i m e l y  f o r  had he l i v e d  anot her  f i v e  
years Washington would have wi tnessed the ex p l os i on  of  
r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e  which would rock the count ry  dur i ng and in  
the a f t e r ma t h  of  the Great  War.  Moreover ,  the Black N a t i o n ­
a l i s t  Movement of  Marcus Garvey would s u r e l y  have given the  
Tuskegeean apopl exy .
Elsewhere the dark and f or ebod i ng  clouds of  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  which The Appeal  l a b e l e d  " h o r r i b l e ,  
inhuman [ and]  . . . unnecessary" loomed on the h o r i z o n .
With American i nvo l vement  in the Great  War John Adams 
openly c r i t i c i z e d  P r e s i d e n t  Wi l son ' s  plans to f r e e  Europe 
wi t h  a segregat ed army of  l i b e r a t i o n .
CHAPTER V
"World Safe f o r  Democracy"
On August  4,  1914 Great  B r i t a i n  de c l a r e d  war upon 
Germany.  This was the l a s t  a c t  in a s e r i e s  o f  b e l l i c o s e  
words and deeds which tossed Europe i n t o  a general  c o n f l a ­
g r a t i o n  u n p a r a l l e d  in d e s t r u c t i o n .  Amer i ca ' s  i n i t i a l  
response was s t r i c t  n e u t r a l i t y .  However,  in A p r i l  o f  1917 
the Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  whose f o r t u n e s  were i r r e v o c a b l y  bound 
to the a l l i e d  powers,  dec l a r e d  war a g a i n s t  Germany.
P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson b e l i e v e d  t h a t  American i n t e r v e n t i o n  
in the European War would br i ng  h o s t i l i t i e s  to a speedy 
concl us i on and t h a t  in the peace to f o l l o w  Amer i ca ' s  moral  
l e a d e r s h i p  would i nsure  a wor l d safe  f o r  democracy.  In 
address i ng Congress on A p r i l  2,  1917 the P r e s i d e n t  empha­
s i z e d  t h a t  in the po s t - wa r  wor l d  the r i g h t  of  s e l f -  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  a people would be the cor ner s t one  of  
l a s t i n g  wor ld peace.  S e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  he s a i d ,  was
more prec ious than peace ,  and we s h a l l  f i g h t  f o r  
the t h i ngs  which we have always c a r r i e d  n e a r e s t  our  
hear t s  - f o r  democracy,  f o r  the r i g h t  o f  those who 
submi t  to a u t h o r i t y  to have a voice in t h e i r  
go vernmen t .1
War came to America wi t h  dr amat i c  suddeness and wi t h
 ^L i n k , Woodrow Wi lson , p . 281 - 2 82 .
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i t  a crescendo o f  war h y s t e r i a  and u n b r i d l e d  p a t r i o t i s m  
swept the c o u n t r y .  Black Americans i n i t i a l l y  a f f l i c t e d  by 
war f e v e r  l a t e r  f aced a moral  di lemma;  whet her  to r e f use  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  because o f  r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  and face  
p o ss i b l e  r e c r i m i n a t i o n  and a d d i t i o n a l  oppressi on a t  home 
or to demonstrate a s o l i d a r i t y  o f  purpose a g a i n s t  a common 
n a t i o n a l  enemy in hopes t h a t  wh i t e  America might  accord  
Afro-Arner icans f u l l  r i g h t s  f o r  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s .  A c t u a l l y ,  
t he r e  was but  one choice and t h a t  was to suppor t  the war  
e f f o r t  de s p i t e  the c os t s .  Thus Af r o - Amer i can  s o l d i e r s  were 
t r a n s p o r t e d  in segregat ed r a i l w a y  cars to segregat ed  
t r a i n i n g  camps, f ought  v a l o r o u s l y  in segr egat ed u n i t s ,  were 
bur i ed  in segregat ed cemet er i es  and e v e n t u a l l y  r e t u r n e d  to 
segr egat ed and h o s t i l e  communi t i es.
Dur ing the war l ynch i ng  cont i nued unabated in the  
South wh i l e  r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e  e r r u p t e d  wi t h  i n c r e a s i n g  
f r equency  and i n t e n s i t y  in  nor t her n  c i t i e s .  The moral  
hypocr i sy  of  Wi l s on ' s  r h e t o r i c  was not  l o s t  upon the bl ack  
c i t i z e n r y .  I t  was to t h i s  dichotomy between Wi l soni an  
r h e t o r i c a l  f a n t a sy  and r e a l i t y  t h a t  The Appeal  addressed  
i t s  f i n a l  p r o t e s t .  Whi le suppor t i ng  the war e f f o r t ,  John 
Adams cont inued to f l a i l  away a t  the n a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
f o r  i t s  f a i l u r e  to make America safe  f o r  democracy.
The Appeal  cons i der ed the European War a c a t ac l ys mi c  
nightmare of  death and d e s t r u c t i o n  and expressed hope t h a t  
the Un i t ed  St a t es  would honorably  avoid i nvo l v eme nt .  In
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March of  1917,  when the Un i t e d  St a t es  e n t r y  i n t o  the war
seemed i mmi nent ,  Adams c o n f i d e n t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  in such an
e v e n t u a l i t y  the co l o r e d  people would shoul der  t h e i r  share
o f  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  t h a t  they have never  “been d i s l o y a l
to t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d . " ^  Yet  in a l e t t e r  to W. E. B. DuBois,
Adams expressed f e a r s  o f  a po s s i b l e  a t t e mp t  by Congress to
secure l e g i s l a t i o n  s e g r e g a t i n g  West P o i n t  and o t h e r  e q u a l l y
" p er n i c i o u s  measures" p r e j u d i c i a l  to the i n t e r e s t s  o f  b l ack
serv i cemen.  To i nsur e  t h a t  such an a t t empt  would not  go
unchal l enged Adams enclosed a check to a i d  the NAACP in
3
l obby i ng a g a i n s t  such measures.
At  the o u t s e t  o f  Amer i ca ' s  i nvo l vement  in the war  
The Appeal  expressed the hope t h a t  the conc l us i on o f  t h i s  
war would he r a l d  a mi l l e n n i u m o f  human brot herhood and an
4
advancement  of  t r ue  democracy de s p i t e  opposing f o r c e s .
As a step in the proper  d i r e c t i o n  The Appeal  suggested t h a t
the f e d e r a l  government  as a necessary war measure i n t e r v e n e
5to stop l ynchi ng in the South.  What ever  hopes Adams held  
f o r  such a c t i o n  were q u i c k l y  d i s p e l l e d  by cont i nued  
l ynch i ngs  and ser i ous  r a c i a l  r i o t i n g  which er upt ed in S t .  
Louis in Ju l y  1917.  Mor eover ,  i nc r eased  r a c i a l  p r o s c r i p t i o n
^The Appeal  , March 3,  1917.
^1bi d . , March 31,  1917.
4 I b i d . , June 30,  1917.
5 1bi d . ,  June 9 ,  1917.
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in the m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  l i f e  prompted Adams on the 
F i f t y - F i r s t  C e l e b r a t i o n  of  the Emancipat ion Pr oc l amat i on to 
c a l l  f o r  anot her  emanci pat i on from r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,
c
"a c o n d i t i o n  almost  as damnable as s l a v e r y . "
The Appeal  was not  a lone in i t s  demand f o r  redress
from a count ry  f i g h t i n g  f o r  wor l d democracy.  In June of
1918 a Na t i ona l  Colored L i b e r t y  Congress was held in Boston
under the auspices o f  the New England Equal  Ri ghts  League
to express gr i evances  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  The
o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  bl ack  g a t h e r i n g  were "to secure from the
Government guarantee  o f  the a b o l i t i o n  o f  d i s f r a n c h i s e me n t
and a l l  cast e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l . " ^  The
L i b e r t y  Congress,  not i ng the i n c o n g r u i t y  of  the s i t u a t i o n ,
dec l a r ed  t h a t :
Whi le P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson is d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  the U. S.A.  
i s f i g h t i n g  f o r  "World Democracy," d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t ,  
Jim-Crowism,  l ynch i ng  and even massacre go on here  
a t  home, and the government  i t s e l f ,  i s c r e a t i n g  new 
segr ega t i on  f o r  t h i s  very army of  democracy . . .
Unless we secure redress out  o f  t h i s  war f o r  which 
our boys are d r a f t e d  to f i g h t  f o r  "World Democracy,"  
d i s f r a n c h i s e me n t  w i l l  never  be a bo l i s he d  and WE 
OURSELVES WILL BE TO BLAME FOR NOT RACIALLY 
DEMANDING IT FROM THE GOVERNMENT.8
In Jul y  1918 the Na t i ona l  Colored L i b e r t y  Congress 
reconvened in Washington D. C. and a t t empt ed  but  f a i l e d  to 
o b t a i n  a hear i ng to p r esent  i t s  case be f or e  a j o i n t
 ^I b i d . , Ju l y  21,  1917;  September 22,  1917.
7 1 b i d . , May 18,  1918.
8 1bi d . ,  May 11,  1918.
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sessi on of  the House and Senat e .  The convent i on l e a d e r s h i p
then sought  an audience w i t h  the P r e s i d e n t  who t a c t f u l l y
denied the r equest  but  sent  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  message to the
9assembled l e a d e r s .  Unable to o b t a i n  s a t i s f a c t i o n  from 
e i t h e r  Congress or  the Whi te House the convent ion ended*
Sensing a po s s i b l e  end i n  the European h o s t i l i t i e s  
the Na t i ona l  Equal Rights  League in n a t i o n a l  convent i on a t  
Chicago in September 1918 c a l l e d  f o r  the meet ing o f  anot her  
bl ack  congress in the n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  "to e l e c t  race  
p e t i t i o n e r s  to be sent  to i n t e r c e d e  f o r  f u l l  democracy f o r  
co l or ed  A m e r i c a n s . " ^  An unexpected a r m i s t i c e  was reached  
in November and peace n e g o t i a t i o n s  weref prompt l y  scheduled  
to begin l a t e  January of  the f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  A l t e r i n g  
plans a c c o r d i n g l y  a Na t i ona l  Colored Congress f o r  World 
Democracy met e a r l i e r  than scheduled in  closed sessions a t  
Washington December 20,  1918.  From i t s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  e l even  
de l e ga t e s  were e l e c t e d  to a t t e n d  the World Peace Conference  
a t  V e r s a i l l e s .  Among those chosen to a t t e n d  were W i l l i a m  
Monroe T r o t t e r  and Ida Wel ls B a r n e t t . ^
The Appeal  endorsed the e f f o r t s  o f  both black  
congresses but  expressed r e s e r v a t i o n s  about  the r o l e  t h a t  
the bl ack de l egat es  would p l ay  a t  V e r s a i l l e s .  Adams
9 1 b i d . , Ju l y  13 ,  1918.
I b i d . , October  12,  1918;  Fox,  W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r
p p . 2 2 1 - 2 2 2 .
^  The Appeal  , January 4 ,  1919.
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e d i t o r i a l i z e d  t h i s  concern a f t e r  the Na t i ona l  Colored
Congress began to s o l i c i t  funds to de f r a y  the expenses of
the de l ega t e s  to V e r s a i l l e s .  Af ro - Amer i cans  f rom each
s t a t e  were r equest ed to c o n t r i b u t e  f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  to
the cause.  Al though the S a i n t  Paul cha p t e r  o f  the Na t i ona l
Equal Rights  League r a i s e d  $ 6 3 . 7 0  o f  i t s  $ 7 5 . 00  assessment ,
John Adams suggested t h a t  f i v e  st rong men wi t h  a b i l i t y
would accompl ish more thar, e l even persons chosen because
12they were "n ice  p e o p l e . "  In an a t t e mpt  to c l a r i f y  some
of  the popul ar  misconcept i ons concerni ng the bl ack de l egat es
The Appeal  s t a t e d  t h a t  these r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  had no o f f i c i a l
s t a t u s ,  would not  be seated a t  the conference nor a l l owed
i n s i d e  the palace of  V e r s a i l l e s .  The de l ega t es  r epr esent ed
nothi ng more than a moral  f o r c e  lobby i ng f o r  l i b e r t y  ou t s i de
1 3o f  the conference doors.  Despi t e  these r e s e r v a t i o n s  the
e d i t o r  endorsed t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on b e h a l f  o f  black Americans.
Unable to p a r t i c i p a t e  d i r e c t l y  in the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
o f  the bl ack  congresses in Washington John Adams wi red a 
l e t t e r  to P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson on the eve of  his de pa r t ur e  f o r  
' Europe.  In t h i s  l e t t e r  Adams reviewed the s a c r i f i c e s  made 
by blacks in the defense o f  wor l d democracy and asked the 
P r e s i d e n t  to use his i n f l u e n c e  as the e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of  the American people to abrogate  the wor l d  c o l o r  b a r r i e r
12I M A -  > January 11,  1919;  January 18,  1919.
^ Ib i d . , January 18,  1919.
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as a n e c e s s i t y  f o r  f u t u r e  wor l d peace.  Adams a l so ment ioned
the impor tance o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  a l l  wor l d  peoples
and o u t l i n e d  an e l e v e n - p o i n t  program which ought  to be
1 4i nc l u ded  i n  any f or t hcomi ng peace s e t t l e m e n t .
The St a t e  Depar t ment ,  on the p r e t e x t  t h a t  the French 
government  looked u n f a v o r a b l y  upon the purpose o f  the bl ack  
peace d e l e g a t e s ,  denied the b l ack  p e t i t i o n e r s  pa ss por t s .
Unable to l eave the count ry  the de l egat es  under  the auspices  
of  the N a t i o n a l  Colored Congress f o r  World Democracy 
c i r c u l a t e d  a World Democracy Peace P e t i t i o n  c a l l i n g  upon the
15Senate to pr e s ent  t h e i r  demands be f or e  the Peace Conf erence.
Taki ng the money c o l l e c t e d  to sponsor the de l ega t es  abroad
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r ,  through d e c e p t i o n ,  secured a ber th
aboard a French f r e i g h t e r  as second cook and managed to
l eave  the cou nt r y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  he reached Par i s  too l a t e
l  fito have any impact  upon the peace n e g o t i a t i o n s .  Commenting 
upon T r o t t e r ' s  accompl i shment ,  The Appeal  c a l l e d  i t  a 
“ remarkabl e  f e a t "  and expressed hope t h a t  d e s p i t e  the l a t e  
date some of  the o r i g i n a l  pl ans might  somehow be
1^ I b i  d . ,  December 7,  1918.
1 5The bl ack de l e ga t es  demonstrated ext reme i r r i t a t i o n  
wi t h  the f a c t  t h a t  the S t a t e  Depar tment  gr ant ed  passpor ts  to 
a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  I r i s h - A m e r i c a n s  l obbyi ng f o r  s e l f -  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d  be f or e  the wor l d  body.  I t  was f e l t  
t h a t  i f  I r i s h - A m e r i c a n s  were encouraged to i n t e r f e r e  in the 
i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  Great  B r i t a i n ,  Af ro - Amer i cans  ought  to 
be given the p r i v i l e g e  to speak of  the i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  
the Un i t ed  S t a t e s .
16The Appeal  , A p r i l  26 ,  1919;  May 10,  1919;  Fox,  
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r , pp.  224 - 230 .
sal vaged .  ^^
Since t h e i r  meet ing i n  S a i n t  Paul i n  1915 John 
Adams remained a f i r m  admi r e r  and s up p o r t e r  o f  Wi l l i a m  Monroe 
T r o t t e r .  On severa l  occasions The Appeal  e x t o l l e d  the 
v i r t u e s  of  the Guardian and i t s  e d i t o r  o f t e n  r e f e r r i n g  to
1 8him as an "uncompromising advocate  o f  r i g h t  and j u s t i c e . "
When T r o t t e r ' s  w i f e ,  G e r a l d i n e ,  died in  November 1918 The
Appeal  c o n t r i b u t e d  a sum o f  money toward the t h r ee  thousand
d o l l a r  memorial  fund e s t a b l i s h e d  in her  honor and urged
s ub s cr i b e r s  to show t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  Mrs.  T r o t t e r ' s
" s a c r i f i c e  and . . . s e r v i c e  [ t o ]  t h a t  f e a r l e s s  . . .
1 9uncompromising j o u r n a l ,  The Boston Guardi  a n ." Again in
June o f  1920 Adams enclosed anot her  check in a l e t t e r  to
T r o t t e r  to a s s i s t  him in his f i g h t  a g a i n s t  a proposed
segr egat ed YMCA f o r  Boston.  In c l o s i n g  Adams remarked,  " I
g l o r y  in the f a c t  t h a t  you are always ready to p r o t e c t
a g a i n s t  Wrong and do not  h e s i t a t e  even when the d e v i l ,  Wrong
20comes masquerading i n  the h a b i l i me n t s  of  the C h r i s t . "
There is ample ev i dence to suggest  t h a t  in the 
c l o s i n g  years o f  his l i f e  John Adams c l o s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  wi t h  
and drew s p i r i t u a l l y  ne a r e r  to the uncompromising phi l osophy
^ The A p p e a l , May 10,  1919.
1 8 I b i d . , January 16,  1915;  May 10,  1919.
^  I b i d . , November 2 ,  1918.
2 0 I b i d . , J u l y  3,  1920.
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of  the Boston e d i t o r .  For t h r e e  decades i t  had been the
e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  o f  The Appeal  to r e f r a i n  from c r i t i c i z i n g
by name Af ro - Amer i can l e a d e r s .  Yet  the aging e d i t o r  depar t ed
from t h i s  t i me- honored p o l i c y  a f t e r  the war .  The Appeal
p u b l i c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to R. R. Moton,  successor  to Booker T.
Washington a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  as a menace to the f reedom
of  blacks and to his speeches as " n a u s e a t i n g . "  In a
p a r t i c u l a r l y  ac i du l ous  e d i t o r i a l  Adams r e f e r r e d  to Moton as
"a man of  sparse and meagre t r a i n i n g  . . . [who]  is very
poor l y  l e t t e r e d  in  comparison wi t h  o t h e r  men of  his race .
He cannot  be a c c r e d i t e d  wi t h  depth of  thought  or  o r i g i n a l i t y :
he has merely  f o l l o we d  in the beaten f o o t s t e p s  o f  his
21pr edecessor ,  Booker T.  Washington. "  In anot her  e d i t o r i a l
The Appeal  r i d i c u l e d  the G a r v e y - i n s p i r e d  "Back to Abyss i n i a"
movement in Chicago as "a l o t  of  i g n o r a n t  b l ack  men
a t t i r e d  in f a n t a s t i c  gar ment s , "  and caut i oned s h o r t - s i g h t e d
black men wi t h  v i s i on s  of  a "negro r e p u b l i c "  in A f r i c a  who
were f o r g e t t i n g  the needs o f  t we l ve  m i l l i o n  blacks in the
22Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  L a t e r  Adams r e f e r r e d  to Marcus Garvey by 
name l a b e l i n g  him a " j i m c r o w i s t "  of  the f i r s t  o r de r  and
23p l a c i n g  him in the same school  as Moton and Washington.
Al though advocat i ng a f i r m  stand a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r
21 I b i d . , March 26,  1921 ; J u l y  15,  1922.
2 2 1bi d . ,  March 8,  1919;  Jul y  3,  1920.
2 3 1b i d . , J u l y  29,  1922.
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p r o s c r i p t i o n  o f  the r a c e ,  The Appeal  spoke out  a g a i n s t
v i o l e n c e  as a means to r e d r e s s .  In the summer o f  1919 Adams
pieaded wi t h  the bl ack p o p u l a t i o n  to remain cool  de sp i t e
the outbreak of  r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e  in Washington,  Chicago and
New York C i t y .  He reasoned w i t h  the f r u s t r a t e d  c i t i z e n r y
t h a t  "no good can come from i n c e n d i a r y  t a l k  . . .  I t  would
be f u t i l e  as the co l o r ed  people have n e i t h e r  wea l t h  nor
guns and are outnumbered f i v e  to one. "  The e d i t o r  f u r t h e r
c aut i oned blacks never  to be the aggressor  "but  defend y ou r -
24s e l f  i f w a n t o n l y  a t t a c k e d . "  To b u t t r e s s  his n o n - v i o l e n t  
stance Adams s t r engt hened his t i e s  wi t h  the NAACP and the 
NERL l o c a l l y .  In November 1919 John Adams was e l e c t e d  to 
the Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  of  the S a i n t  Paul branch o f  the NAACP 
wh i l e  c o n c u r r e n t l y  se r v i ng  as the honorary chai rman of  the  
S a i n t  Paul cha pt e r  of  the NERL. In the f o l l o w i n g  years  The 
Appeal  helped to spearhead the l o c a l  NAACP membership 
dr i  v e . ^
On June 14,  1920 a number o f  Negroes f rom a 
t r a v e l i n g  c i r c u s  per f or mi ng in D u l u t h ,  Minnesota a l l e g e d l y  
a s s a u l t e d  a whi t b  g i r l .  I mmedi a t e l y  s i x  suspects were 
a r r e s t e d  and de t a i ne d  a t  the Duluth c i t y  j a i l  by the l oc a l
a u t h o r i t i e s .  The next  n i g h t  a mob e s t i ma t e d  in s i z e  between
I:
one thousand and ten thousand st rong stormed the j a i l  
^  I b i d . , August  30,  1919.
^5 I b i  d . ,| February 1,  1919;  November 29,  1919.
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s e i z i n g  the p r i s o n e r s .  A s hor t  d i s t a nc e  away a mock t r i a l  
was hel d r e s u l t i n g  in  t h r ee  o f  the s i x  accused being  
l ynched.  Governor  J.  A. A. Bu r n q u i s t ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the 
S a i n t  Paul Branch o f  the NAACP, ordered t roops i n t o  the c i t y  
to keep the peace and ordered a f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  the 
e vent .  The Appeal  expressed i n d i g n a t i o n  and shock t h a t  such 
behav i or  could occur  in  Mi nnesota .  I mmedi a t e l y  black lawyers  
were f u r n i s h e d  by the l oca l  NAACP to defend the r i g h t s  of  
the remai ning accused.  A grand j u r y  was convened to i n v e s ­
t i g a t e  and as the r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  ten bl acks were 
a r r e s t e d ,  two were a r r a i g n e d  and i n d i c t e d  f o r  a s s a u l t  but  
only  one was e v e n t u a l l y  c o n v i c t e d .  Of the r i o t e r s  e i gh t e en  
were a r r a i g n e d  f o r  murder and i n c i t i n g  to r i o t .  Two of  the
number were conv i c t e d  o f  r i o t i n g  and given nominal  
27s e n t e n c e s .
As the r e s u l t  o f  the t r a g i c  episode a t  Duluth the 
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was moved to pass an a n t i - l ynch i ng  law.  
Through the e f f o r t s  of  Mi nneapol i s  a t t o r n e y  W. T.  Francis  
and his w i f e  such l e g i s l a t i o n  was secured in  A p r i l  o f  1921.  
The law a u t h o r i z e d  the Governor  to remove f rom o f f i c e  f o r  
reason of  mal feasance any law enforcement  o f f i c e r  who f a i l e d
to employ a l l  l e g a l  means a v a i l a b l e  to p r e v e n t  a l y nc h i ng .
!
Moreover ,  the dependents o f  the person lynched would be
26The Duluth H e r a l d , June 1 5 , 1920;  June 16 , 1920.
2 7The A p p e a l , June 19,  1920;  Sp a ng l e r ,  The Negro in  
Mi nnesot a ,  p. 100- 102 .
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28compensated f o r  t h e i r  loss by a sum not  to exceed $ 7 , 5 0 0 .
S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L.  C. Dyer o f  Mi ssour i
i n t r oduce d  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t o  the House o f  Represen-
29t a t i v e s  to make l ynchi ng a f e d e r a l  o f f e n s e .
W i l l i a m  Monroe T r o t t e r  r e v i s i t e d  S a i n t  Paul in
January o f  1921 as a house guest  o f  John Adams. T r o t t e r
made sever a l  appearances a t  mass meet ings in the Twin C i t i e s .
At  one such program c h a i r e d  by John Adams a t  P i l g r i m  B a p t i s t
Church T r o t t e r  r e l a t e d  the machi nat i ons  i n v o l v e d  i n  his
a t t e mpt  to l eave the count ry  and l a t e r  his exper i ences  in
France and a t  V e r s a i l l e s .  At  the c l ose  of  the program an
i n f or ma l  r e c e p t i o n  was h e l d ,  donat i ons to cover  the expenses
o f  his v i s i t  s o l i c i t e d ,  and a commit tee appoi nt ed to
30r e s u r r e c t  the l a n g u i s h i n g  c ha p t e r  o f  the NERL.
John Adams paid his l a s t  t r i b u t e  to his contemporary  
on T r o t t e r ' s  50th b i r t h d a y  A p r i l  7,  1922.  Not i ng t h a t  
T r o t t e r  had "done more to f i g h t  j imcrowi sm and to i n s p i r e  
i n the co l ored people a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to b a t t l e  f o r  t h e i r
r i g h t s  than any l i v i n g  man o f  the r a c e , "  Adams sent  a check
2 8 Session Laws of  the S t a t e  o f  Mi nnesot a ,  1921,  
p. 612;  The Appeal  , A p r i l  23 ,  1921 ; Sp a ng l e r ,  The Negro in  
Mi nnesota , p. 103.
pq
The Appeal  , Ju l y  30,  1921.
I b i d . , January 15,  1921;  Mrs.  I d i n a  Gibbs r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  dur i ng his s t ay  a t  t h e i r  home T r o t t e r  was r a t h e r  somber 
i n  d i s p o s i t i o n  and ser i ous  in n a t u r e .  He would o f t e n  r e l a t e  
many of  his exper i ences  w h i l e  abroad which her  f a t h e r  found 
amusing and d a r i n g .  I n t e r v i e w ,  I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs.
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to a F i f t y - Y e a r  Fund e s t a b l i s h e d  by Bostonians to a id T r o t t e r
in his work.  Again The Appeal  p e t i t i o n e d  i t s  subscr i bers  to
31suppor t  t h i s  cause.  This was Adams' l a s t  demonst rat i on of  
comradeship f o r  s i x  months l a t e r  his l i f e  was taken i n  a 
f r e a k  a c c i d e n t .
Before his death an a t t empt  was made by the c i t y  of  
S a i n t  Paul to c r e a t e  a playground f o r  the b e n e f i t  o f  col ored  
c h i l d r e n  in the c i t y .  The Appeal  c a l l e d  upon the community 
to r e s i s t  t h i s  s u b t l e  i n c u r s i o n  of  Jim Crowism. He warned 
t h a t :
One of  the s t range  phases o f  j i me rowism i n these  
days [ i s ]  in the f a c t  t h a t  n i n e - t e n t h s  of  the  
plans to degrade the c o l or ed  people i n t o  a par i ah  
cl ass are conceived i n  the br a i ns  of  people who 
c a l l  themselves C h r i s t i a n s .  In the m a j o r i t y  of  
cases when the c o l or ed  man is k i cked down i t  is 
" f o r  his b e n e f i t "  and " in the name of  the L o r d . " 3^
Adams t h e r e f o r e  c aut i oned bl ack  Twin C i t i a n s  to be e t e r n a l l y
v i g i l a n t  f o r  the "Jimcrow crowd is working w h i l e  you are
as 1 eep .
On Sunday a f t e r n o o n  September 3,  1922 John Adams l e f t  
his home to a t t e n d  a gospel  r e v i v a l  a t  the A l l i a n c e  Gospel  
Tabe r nac l e  l o c a t e d  a t  Fry and Char les s t r e e t s .  Upon l e a v i n g  
the meet ing he proceeded to the t r o l l e y  l i n e  on U n i v e r s i t y  
Avenue.  As he boarded the s t r e e t c a r ,  an aut omobi l e  spun out
31 I b i d . , March 18,  1922.
3 2 I b i d . , Ju l y  1 , 1922.
3 3 1b i d . , May 20,  1922.
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of  c o n t r o l  and s t r uck  the aged e d i t o r ,  knocking him to the  
pavement .  Adams was i mmedi a t e l y  rendered unconscious  
s u s t a i n i n g  a f r a c t u r e d  s k u l l ,  a broken r i g h t  arm and i n t e r n a l  
i n j u r i e s .  Al though he was rushed by ambulance to the c i t y  
h o s p i t a l ,  t he r e  was l i t t l e  the medical  s t a f f  could do. John 
Adams d i ed w i t h o u t  r e g a i n i n g  consciousness a t  midni ght  
Sunday a t  the age of  s e v e n t y - f o u r . ^
Funeral  s e r v i c es  f o r  the depar t ed l e a d e r  were held
September 8 ,  1922 a t  P i l g r i m  B a p t i s t  Church.  A l a r g e r  than
c a p a c i t y  crowd came to pay i t s  l a s t  r espect s  and to hear
messages of  condolence f rom t hr oughout  the na t i on  f o r  the
man who had prov i ded l e a d e r s h i p  in the community f o r  t h i r t y -
seven y e a r s .  A f t e r  the e u l o g i e s  the community f i l e d  past
the f u n e r a l  b i e r  f o r  a f i n a l  view of  the e d i t o r .  At  the end
of  the ceremony John Quincy Adams was l a i d  to r e s t  a t  Oakland
35cemet ery ,  M i n n e a p o l i s .
The Appeal  o u t l a s t e d  i t s  ve t er an e d i t o r  by a l most  two 
y e a r s .  John Adams J r .  cont i nued to p u b l i sh  The Appeal  a f t e r  
his f a t h e r ' s  death.  However,  in A p r i l  o f  1923 the paper  and 
job o r de r  shop were r e o r g a n i z e d  under the name of  The Appeal  
Pu b l i s h i n g  Company wi t h  John Adams J r .  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  I d i n a  
Gi bbs,  v i ce  p r e s i d e n t ,  and Roy W i l k i n s ,  t r e a s u r e r .  W i l k i n s ,  
a r e c e n t  graduate  o f  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Minnesota School o f
^ 1 bi d . , September 9 , 1922.
 ^5 1b i d . ,  September 16 , 1 922.
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J o u r n a l i s m,  a l so became The A p p e a l 's managing e d i t o r  and 
p r i n c i p a l  e d i t o r i a l i s t .  Al though the s u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e  was 
reduced,  a new j o u r n a l i s t i c  f or mat  e s t a b l i s h e d  and a sub­
s c r i p t i o n  c o n t e s t  h e l d ,  The Appeal  l angui shed f i n a n c i a l l y .
I t  was soon apparent  t h a t  John Adams J r .  l acked the business  
acumen of  his f a t h e r  and the de c i s i on  was made to s e l l  the 
paper .  The Appeal  was l a t e r  purchased by the Nor t hwest ern  
Bui 1e t  i n , a r i v a l  race j o u r n a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  in February of  
1922.  The r e s u l t  o f  the merger ,  The Nor t hwest er n Bui 1e t i  n-
Appea1 sur v i v e d  f o r  seve r a l  years  u n t i l  the r i s i n g  costs of
3 6p u b l i c a t i o n  f or ced i t s  owners to s e l l  out .
* n The Appeal  ' s t h i  r t .y-seven y e a r  h i s t o r y  i t  never  
showed a p r o f i t .  I t  was suppor ted in l a r g e  measure by 
revenue from the job o r d e r  p r i n t  shop and o t h e r  sources of  
income commanded by John Adams. I t  was sa i d  by those who 
knew John Adams t h a t  The A p p e a l ' s a dver t i sement s  were the 
plasma of  the paper .  Those who subscr i bed to The Appeal  
somehow never  f e l t  mo r a l l y  o b l i g a t e d  to pay f o r  the j o u r n a l  
thus d e p r i v i n g  i t  o f  se v e r a l  thousands o f  d o l l a r s  over  the  
y e a r s .  Desp i t e  the f a c t  t h a t  the newspaper was not  
f i n a n c i a l l y  r e m u n e r a t i v e , Adams cont i nued to p u b l i s h  never  
missing an i ssue .
F i n a n c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  were secondary to John 
Adams f o r  he was a p r a g m a t i s t  w i t h  a purpose.  Foremost  in
^ The Appeal  , A p r i l  7,  1923;  J u l y  28,  1923;  I n t e r v i e w ,  
I d i n a  (Adams) Gibbs.
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his thoughts was the J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  in the d i g n i t y  
and e q u a l i t y  o f  man. Co n s i s t e n t  wi t h  his b e l i e f s  Adams 
demanded f o r  the Af ro - Amer i can the d i g n i t y  t h a t  was his by 
r i g h t  of  c i t i z e n s h i p  and e q u a l i t y  be f or e  the law as 
guaranteed to a l l  c i t i z e n s  by the C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Every ac t  
in his p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  l i f e  was de d i c a t e d  to the consum­
mat ion of  t h i s  end,  w i t h o u t  def erence  to business or  
personal  success.  As is the l o t  o f  b l ack pr agmat i s t s  he 
cont i nued in the p u r s u i t  of  t h i s  goal  de s p i t e  c os t s ,  
obst ac l es  and per i ods o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  and d e s p a i r .
John Adams was one of  the l a s t  p o s t - r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
e d i t o r s  who s ur v i ve d  i n t o  the t w e n t i e t h  c e n t ur y .  Race 
j o u r n a l s  founded dur i ng the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  years were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  purposes of  r a c i a l  u p l i f t ,  p r o t e s t  and as a 
means of  communicat ion.  E d i t o r s ,  because of  t h e i r  p r o f e s ­
s i o n s ,  u s u a l l y  found themselves as l eader s  in the vanguard  
o f  race a c t i v i s m .  Thus in the pages o f  the l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  
cent ur y  race j o u r n a l s  the p r o t e s t  t r a d i t i o n  was n u r t u r e d ,  
given a media o f  expr ess i on and wide d i s s e m i n a t i o n .  The 
opening decades o f  the t w e n t i e t h  cent ur y  wi t nessed the 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  r a c i a l  leagues and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which 
s p e c i a l i z e d  in advancing the Black cause thus reducing the  
race press to a s u p p o r t i v e  r o l e .  A f t e r  the war the NAACP 
and the Urban League i n the Twin C i t i e s  assumed the r o l e  of  
community l e a d e r s h i p  once enj oyed by The A p p e a l . Reduced 
to a s u p p o r t i v e  r o l e  The Appeal  , l a c k i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l
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sweeping purpose,  began i t s  f i n a l  d e c l i n e .  I t s  v i t a l i t y
died wi t h  i t s  e d i t o r ,  and two years l a t e r  The Appeal  became
a c a s u a l t y  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .
In commenting upon his l i f e ' s  work s e ve r a l  years
bef or e  his death John Adams wr ot e :
When I am dead,  i f  men can say 
He helped the wor l d  upon i t s  way.
With a l l  his f a u l t s  of  word and deed,
Mankind di d have some l i t t l e  need 
Of What he gave - then in my grave  
No g r e a t e r  honor s h a l l  I c rave .
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